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Notice of Motion

MM8.20 ACTION Ward: 13 

Authorization to Release Section 37 and Section 45(9) Funds from 
Various Developments for St. James Cathedral Heritage Lighting 
Improvements - by Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, seconded by 
Councillor Mike Layton

* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* This Motion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required
to waive referral.

Communications MM8.20.1 and MM8.20.2 have been submitted on this Item.

Recommendations
Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, seconded by Councillor Mike Layton, recommends that:

1. City Council increase the Approved 2019 Operating Budget for Non-Program by
$495,000.00 gross, $0 net, for the purpose of forwarding funds to The Churchwardens of The
Cathedral Church of St. James, for the installation of heritage lighting at St. James Cathedral
(Cost Centre: NP2161), fully funded by Section 37 and 45(9) community benefits obtained
from the following developments:

a. 108-116 George Street and 234 Adelaide Street East, secured for improvements to the
lighting in St. James Park, in the amount of $4,468.41 (Source Account: XR3026-
3700016);

b. 105 George Street and 252 Adelaide Street East, secured for the implementation of the
Heritage Lighting Master Plan for Old Town Toronto, in the amount of $14,466.53
(Source Account: XR3028-4500093);

c. 20 to 26 Lombard Street and 25 Richmond Street East, secured for the implementation
of Heritage Lighting Master Plan for Old Town Toronto, in the amount of $103,343.76
(Source Account: XR3026-3700825);  and

d. 177-197 Front Street East, secured for secured for the implementation of Heritage
Lighting Master Plan for Old Town Toronto, in the amount of $372,721.30 (Source
Account: XR3026-3700942)

2. City Council forward the $495,000 to The Churchwardens of The Cathedral Church of St.
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James, subject to the Churchwardens signing an Undertaking governing the use of the funds 
and the financial reporting requirements.

Summary
Authority is being sought to release Section 37 funds to St. James Cathedral for exterior 
heritage lighting of this historic site, located at 106 King Street East.

In 2011, the Heritage Lighting Master Plan for Old Town Toronto was completed, which 
included a lighting vision for the historic heart of the City, and opportunities to use night time 
lighting design to highlight architectural details. St. James Cathedral was identified as a site of 
particular importance and prominence in the lighting plan. Enhancement of this building is part 
of a strategy to highlight the heritage of the City, and to support the continued development of 
St. Lawrence and the Old Town as a tourist destination. The cathedral is an iconic heritage 
building and was a project that the late Councillor McConnell had championed as part of the 
revitalization of the adjacent St. James Park.

On July 23, 2018, City Council permitted the release of $315,000 in funds to this lighting 
project. Following the St. James Cathedral tendering this project out, it was determined that the 
secured funds, which included $75,000 from the Cathedral itself, were significantly higher than 
had been estimated by the Cathedral's lighting consultant due to a miscalculation of material 
costs. To proceed with the original amount would mean that not only the lighting on the 
cathedral would be suboptimal, it would reduce the amount of additional lighting at grade.

The design will recognize the historic importance of the building, and will enhance the façade 
and the historical character of the site. In particular, the design will highlight the architecture, 
address major entry points, and illuminate specific and historic features of the site.

St. James Cathedral, in addition to its charitable activities, provides a de facto extension of St. 
James Park despite itself not being parkland. The cathedral permits their grounds to be used by 
residents with pets, as there is an abundance in the area but no current or planned dog run in St. 
James Park. Given current safety issues in the Downtown East, increasing the amount of light 
at grade would be highly beneficial to public safety and would complement Phase 2 of the St. 
James Park revitalization that will begin this year.

Funds have been secured through Section 37 and 45(9) benefits from various developments in 
proximity to the Cathedral for the purpose of implementing the Heritage Interpretation Master 
Plan for Old Town Toronto and/or the Heritage Lighting Master Plan for Old Town Toronto. 
These funds have been received by the City.

Background Information (City Council)
Member Motion MM8.20
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/mm/bgrd/backgroundfile-134503.pdf)

Communications (City Council)
(June 13, 2019) Letter from David S. Crawford, Chair, St. Lawrence Neighbourhood 
Association Heritage Committee (MM.Supp.MM8.20.1)
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/mm/comm/communicationfile-95326.pdf)
(June 16, 2019) E-mail from Ian Morrison, President, Spire 
Condominium (MM.Supp.MM8.20.2)
(http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2019/mm/comm/communicationfile-95348.pdf)




