Y take bac

Youth creating a beautiful and clean Toronto

Take BAC began in the summer of 2007, in the 13 priority nei
with the hope of engaging youth in

would foster a safer, greener, cleaner, and more be  autiful city,

Each Take BAC project is managed by a Youth Engagem  ent
Coordinator and two Youth Mentors (sponsored by TCH ). The YECs
and YMs are adults and experienced in mentoring you  th. At each
Take BAC site, they oversee a group of approximatel y 10 to 15 youth
(aged 12 through 15).

This year's mandate is to have "fewer projects, with greater impact ”!
The youth leadership teams and their youth will:

design and create "green, natural, and sustainable public
spaces’;

incorporate a variety of long-lasting plants in the ir designs:
perennials, vines, shrubs, trees, daffodil bulbs, e  tc.

include in the design structures: ornamental garden stones,
benches, pic-nic tables, planter boxes, etc.;

learn the importance of using the proper soil and m ulch;

create a project that will have a lasting legacy in the community;
have an ongoing maintenance plan for the projects, examples:

watering the plants and removing weeds.
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Take BAC youth will learn life
skills as they discover the valu
having a beautiful and clean
neighbourhood. They will leat
project planning; garde
landscaping techniques; wor
ethics; and community
engagement practices. This
Beautiful And Clean program
will encourage youth to be
innovative while contributing t
a healthier and more sustaina
environment.
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Take BAC is possible because of the sponsors that step-up ea  ch year to
support the youth. They believe that programs like Take BAC bring
communities together and showcase the "stars": youn g people with a shared
vision, shared hope, and shared pride for their com munity.

chase materials for their
uth. The program is

s: Transportation Services

nce and Administration.

Each team receives funds and in-kind support to pur
BAC initiatives and to provide the honoraria for the yo
coordinated jointly by two City of Toronto division
(Public Realm Section) and Social Development, Fina

The program has enabled partnerships to be forged b
agencies, boards, and commissions; and private and
organizations. Partners include: Toronto Community
the Environment Foundation; Live Green Toronto; Tor
Foundation; Evergreen; Parks, Forestry, and Recreat
Service.
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onto Parks and Trees
ion; and Toronto Police



Take BAC is a popular program with limited space; therefore, it is
very important that a youth who would like to parti cipate ensures
that he/she is able to commit to the six (6) follow  ing steps:

Contact a TCH Youth Mentor or Youth Engagement
Coordinator as soon as possible.
Complete the Registration / Consent Form to guarant ee a
space. Approval by a parent or guardian is required .

Plan & Complete BAC projects: July 4 — July 29

The youth in each group will be supervised atallt  imes by a YEC/YM.
They will plan, coordinate the tasks, agree onati  me to meet, and
complete their tasks while receiving gardening tips from Evergreen
staff.

A minimum of 12 hours per week will be required by each youth. Take
BAC supporters from TD Friends of the Environment F oundation, and
Toronto Police Service may visit the site(s) to vol unteer their time in
completing the project.

Training and Planning Workshop — July 11

Each youth participating in Take BAC 2011, needs to attend the Training
and Planning Workshop at the Toronto Botanical Gard en, 777 Lawrence
Ave. East. -
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The session starts at 9:30 a.m. and ends at 3:00 p. m. Lunch is provided. N | &\ i
This session is only for the youth and their YEC/YM _s. They will: -
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develop a gardening/landscaping project plan;

learn health and safety practices;

discover basic financial management tips;

hear from experts in the gardening and landscaping fields; and
learn the importance of work ethics:

Celebration — August

Upon completion of the Take
BAC project, there will be a
community celebration at the
site.

Reminder:
Wear t-shirts at
the celebration

The youth will prepare a display
board to describe the impact
and scope of their project. The
board will include before, during

E Daffodil Bulbs Planting Workshop - S

¢ptember 10th and after photographs of their
project.
Toronto Parks and Trees Foundation will conductat  wo-hour Daffodil
Bulbs Planting Workshop. (Time and locationto be d  etermined.) The youth will be provided with
their honorarium based on their
Two youth from each Take BAC project site and andt  heir Youth full participation in completing
Mentors will attend the workshop on how to plant da ffodils. They will their Take BAC project. TCH’s
choose a date in September for the project team to get together to YECs will be responsible in
plant hundreds of daffodil bulbs at their project s ite. issuing the honorarium.

The youth and residents in the community will be ab le to enjoy their
hard work every spring thereafter when the bulbs bl oom. Location and

time for the workshop to be determined.
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