
Third Party Sign ChargeThird Party Sign Charge
Proposals and IdeasProposals and Ideas



Guiding Principles:Guiding Principles:

Charge must be easy to calculate;Charge must be easy to calculate;

Charge must be easy to collect and Charge must be easy to collect and 
enforce;enforce;

Charge must be fair;Charge must be fair;

Charge must generate sufficient revenues;Charge must generate sufficient revenues;



Starting Points:Starting Points:

Charge collected annually;Charge collected annually;

Charge levied per sign;Charge levied per sign;

Signs of interest:Signs of interest:
�� Signs displaying thirdSigns displaying third--party copy;party copy;

�� Copy area greater than 2.5 square metres;Copy area greater than 2.5 square metres;

�� Legally erected signs;Legally erected signs;

Signs may be eligible for rebatesSigns may be eligible for rebates

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Charge OptionsCharge Options

Option 1 Option 1 -- Simple Charge per sign;Simple Charge per sign;

Option 2 Option 2 -- Charge based on Location;Charge based on Location;

Option 3 Option 3 -- Charge based on Sign Technology;Charge based on Sign Technology;

Option 4 Option 4 -- Charge based on a combination of Charge based on a combination of 
Location and TechnologyLocation and Technology

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 1 Option 1 -- Simple Charge per SignSimple Charge per Sign

Flat rate per sign of $4000 per yearFlat rate per sign of $4000 per year

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 2 Option 2 -- Distinctions based on Distinctions based on 
Location Location 

Signs located within a Signs located within a ‘‘Defined AreaDefined Area’’ will be charged a will be charged a 
higher annual rate than those outside of the higher annual rate than those outside of the ‘‘Defined Defined 
AreaArea’’;;

‘‘Defined AreaDefined Area’’ could be:could be:
�� Geographic area of the city;Geographic area of the city;

�� Areas described in the Official Plan as Areas described in the Official Plan as ‘‘AvenuesAvenues’’;;

�� Areas where sign concentration per capita is higher than city Areas where sign concentration per capita is higher than city 
average;average;

�� Areas where sign concentration per square kilometre is higher Areas where sign concentration per square kilometre is higher 
than the city averagethan the city average

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Geographic Area ProposalGeographic Area Proposal

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



‘‘AvenuesAvenues’’ ProposalProposal

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Concentration per capitaConcentration per capita
Signs located in wards where the Sign Signs located in wards where the Sign 
concentration is greater than 1 thirdconcentration is greater than 1 third--party party 
sign for every 600 residentssign for every 600 residents

Concentration per kmConcentration per km22

Signs located in wards where the Sign Signs located in wards where the Sign 
concentration is greater than 8 thirdconcentration is greater than 8 third--party party 
signs for every square kilometresigns for every square kilometre

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 2 Option 2 -- Charge Based on Charge Based on 
LocationLocation

Signs located within a defined area would Signs located within a defined area would 
pay $8,000 per year;pay $8,000 per year;

Sign located outside of the defined area Sign located outside of the defined area 
would pay $4,000 per yearwould pay $4,000 per year

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 3 Option 3 -- Distinctions Based on Distinctions Based on 
TechnologyTechnology

Different annual charges will be assed on Different annual charges will be assed on 
different sign types; examples could be:different sign types; examples could be:

�� Static Signs ($ per sign)Static Signs ($ per sign)
�� TriTri--vision Signs ($ per sign structure)vision Signs ($ per sign structure)
�� Digital Video Signs ($ per sign structure)Digital Video Signs ($ per sign structure)

For signs using mixed or multiple technologies; For signs using mixed or multiple technologies; 
the highest charge should be assessedthe highest charge should be assessed

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 3 Option 3 -- Charge Based on Charge Based on 
TechnologyTechnology

Static Signs pay a rate of $3,000/year/face;Static Signs pay a rate of $3,000/year/face;

TriTri--vision Signs pay a rate of $7,500/year/sign;vision Signs pay a rate of $7,500/year/sign;

Digital Video Signs pay a rate of $15,000/year/signDigital Video Signs pay a rate of $15,000/year/sign

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Option 4 Option 4 -- Combination ChargeCombination Charge
Sign TypeSign Type Signs Located in a Signs Located in a 

‘‘Defined  AreaDefined  Area’’
Sign Located outside of Sign Located outside of 

a a ‘‘Defined AreaDefined Area’’

Signs with Static CopySigns with Static Copy

(per sign face)(per sign face)
$4,000.00$4,000.00 $2,000.00$2,000.00

TriTri--vision Signs vision Signs 

(per structure)(per structure)
$10,000.00$10,000.00 $5,000.00$5,000.00

Digital Video Signs Digital Video Signs 

(per structure)(per structure)
$20,000.00$20,000.00 $10,000.00$10,000.00

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Proposed RebatesProposed Rebates

Rebate opportunities for every sign;Rebate opportunities for every sign;

Rebates could be based on City Policy Rebates could be based on City Policy 
objectives, such as:objectives, such as:

�� Energy Efficiency measures; Energy Efficiency measures; 

�� Lighting requirements; Lighting requirements; 

�� Donation of Sign to City Programs (for a limited time);Donation of Sign to City Programs (for a limited time);

�� Other ByOther By--law compliance and enforcement initiativeslaw compliance and enforcement initiatives

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Payment/Billing OptionsPayment/Billing Options

The Owner of the property where the sign The Owner of the property where the sign 
is located;is located;

The Owner of the sign; or, The Owner of the sign; or, 

An Authorized Agent or Designate of the An Authorized Agent or Designate of the 
Property OwnerProperty Owner

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Proposed Collection ScheduleProposed Collection Schedule
Suggested due dates for annual charge:Suggested due dates for annual charge:

�� Payments for signs located in the TorontoPayments for signs located in the Toronto--East York East York 
District due March 31District due March 31stst

�� Payments for signs located in the EtobicokePayments for signs located in the Etobicoke--York York 
District due June 30District due June 30thth

�� Payments for signs located in the North York District Payments for signs located in the North York District 
due September 30due September 30thth

�� Payments for signs located in the Scarborough Payments for signs located in the Scarborough 
District due December 31District due December 31stst

Key Principles:
•Easy to Calculate;
•Easy to collect and enforce;
•Fair;
•Generate sufficient Revenues



Next StepsNext Steps

Receive Comments and SuggestionsReceive Comments and Suggestions
�� Deadline of March 31Deadline of March 31

Review charge amounts and proposals;Review charge amounts and proposals;

Conduct Economic Impact Analysis;Conduct Economic Impact Analysis;

Report to June 2, 2009 meeting of the Report to June 2, 2009 meeting of the 
Executive CommitteeExecutive Committee

Consideration by Council in July 2009Consideration by Council in July 2009


