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STAGE 1 ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT REPORT

St. Lawrence Market, North Building
92 Front Street East

City of Toronto

1.0 INTRODUCTION and SUMMARY

In August 2006, Historic Horizon Inc. was retained by the City of Toronto to conduct a Stage 1
archaeological background study of the property currently occupied by the north Farmers’ Market Building
of the St. Lawrence Market complex, City of Toronto, which is to be redeveloped (Figures 1, 2). As planned
construction will include a parking garage that will extend west under the former Market Street, now a
pedestrian mall, this area was also taken into account.  As St. Lawrence Hall  overlies a portion of several
of the former market buildings, it was also included in the study.

The property has been the location of a public market for more than two centuries, and four known market
buildings have stood there prior to the existing structure. Research suggests that at least one (1831) and
possibly two (1851) of these buildings had deep cellars, which may remain buried below the existing
structure. Both the existing structure and the previous 1904 building were built without cellar levels, although
the 1904 is said to have had a crawl space. The sites of public markets in other cities have been shown to
contain considerable archaeological resources. As unique public commercial sites, markets would be
considered to have archaeological significance. Many of the sites of markets in Ontario have been destroyed
by downtown development and the Toronto market redevelopment may provide a unique opportunity to
examine our own market’s archaeological resources.

Stage 2 assessment by machine trenching is being recommended for areas both interior and exterior to the
building. The exterior trenching should be carried out prior to demolition of the existing building, and the
interior trenching after the superstructure has been removed to the level of the concrete floor.

The following report has been prepared by Historic Horizon Inc. for review by the Ministry of Culture (MCL)
and the City of Toronto. The report documents the findings of  Stage 1 background research and makes
recommendations for Stage 2 assessment. Work was carried out under Ministry of Culture professional
archaeological licence project number P048-033-2006.

2.0 STUDY AREA

The study area consists of a parcel of land that was historically part of the 1797 western expansion of the
town plot of York (Figures 1, 2; Image 1). The property is situated in the downtown core of Toronto in the
St. Lawrence Market Neighbourhood and includes the land on the northwest corner of Front and Jarvis
Streets, occupied by the North Farmers’ Market, and the Market Lane pedestrian mall adjoining on its west
side, extending from King St. south to Front St.  St. Lawrence Hall, a significant heritage building, situated
north of the Farmer’s market is not technically part of the study area, but has been included in the mapping
because it overlies earlier versions of the market structures. The St. Lawrence Market south building, also
a listed heritage structure, is not part of this study.
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The study area description includes Part of Market Block, Town of York Plan, No. 92 Front St. East, and Part
of Market Street (closed by By-Laws #291-67 and 40-70) (Figure 2). Market Street/Lane had been partially
closed in 1967 when the 1904 market building was removed, and fully closed in 1970, presumably to create
the pedestrian mall (Image 37; Photos 4-7).

This district of the city retains a number of 19  century buildings of commercial, institutional and residentialth

usage. It is also one of the city’s most charming tourist areas. The existing north market building, a one story
block structure, is a large contrast to the surrounding streetscapes, and many consider it to be without
historic reference (Photos 1 to 9; Image 32).

2.1 Physiographic Setting

This area of Toronto is part of the Iroquois Plain, an area that was once  inundated by glacial Lake Iroquois
(about 12,000 B.P). The area was exposed during a later phase of lake development and the Lake Ontario
shoreline established in its 19  century position by about 3,000 years ago. Soils in the study area areth

comprised of fine lacustrine silt and clay sediments overlying older clay till deposits worn down by Iroquois
wave action.  The study area lies between the sand deltas of the Don and Humber Rivers (Chapman &
Putnam 1984:192). Original forests in the area would have consisted of maple and beech with basswood,
oaks and hickory.

The original Lake Ontario shoreline has been altered by 19  and 20  century infilling in the Toronto harbourth th

area (compare Images 1-3 with Image 32).  At one time, Front Street was the shoreline roadway, and the
original market square would have been adjacent to the harbour. Similarly, small creeks which once flowed
into the lake have been channelized and buried underground during urban development. At least one such
creek (likely Court Creek) ran through the southwestern part of the study area (www.lostrivers.ca) (Figure
3).

2.2 Existing Archaeological Sites

A search of the Ontario Archaeological Site Database at the Ministry of Culture, Heritage Operations Unit
found no registered site within the study area. There are 12 previously registered sites within 1 km of the
study area. The sites are registered with the Borden number and letter designation system in use for all of
Canada. All of the sites are of 19  century Euro-Canadian origin, one of which also has a Late Woodlandth

Native component (Table 1). The known sites include a variety of types ranging from institutional (schools,
churches, wharves), to church cemeteries to 19  century homes. The site of Upper Canada’s first parliamentth

buildings is situated only a few blocks southeast of the study area.
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TABLE 1:  Registered Archaeological sites within a 1 Km Radius of the Study Area

Borden Number* Site Name Cultural Affiliation
(block AjGu)

15 Front Street Euro-Canadian, 19  centuryth

16 Thornton Blackburn African-Canadian, 19  century, hometh

Euro-Canadian, school
Native, Late Woodland

17 St.. James Cathedral Euro-Canadian, 19  century cemetery and churchth

19 Mackenzie House Euro-Canadian, 19  century hometh

21 Navy Wharf Euro-Canadian, 19  century dock structureth

23 Esplanade Crib Euro-Canadian, 19  century shoreline structureth

25 1894 Landfill Euro-Canadian, 19  century shoreline depositsth

26 Fort York Euro-Canadian, Military site
Native component

27 George Brown House Euro-Canadian, 19  century hometh

28 Elgin-Winter Garden Theatre Euro-Canadian, 19  century wellth

36 Court House Square Euro-Canadian, 19  century court and fire hallth

39 St.Paul’s School and Cemetery Euro-Canadian, 19  century cemeteryth

19  - 20  century schoolyardth th

designated site First Parliament Buildings of Euro-Canadian, early 19  century government buildings
Upper Canada

th

*  The Borden numbering system is setup to locate and differentiate archaeological sites for registration across Canada.

2.3 Historical Background Study

A variety of resources were reviewed as part of the background study research. An analysis of historic maps,
images and air photos was conducted to examine topography, drainage and land use history in an attempt
to determine the types and  locations of former buildings. Archival sources were sought at the City of Toronto
Archives, the Metro Toronto Reference Library, the Archives of Ontario, the Ontario Heritage Trust offices,
and Old Town Toronto’s resource centre. Several informants with local knowledge of the site were
interviewed informally. A chronological list of selected documented events is given in Table 2. 

Image and selected map documentation are presented in Appendix A. Appendix B provides recent photos
of the site. A series of map overlays have been prepared in order to determine the presence and patterns
of earlier buildings in the study area (Appendix C: Figures 3 to 12). Recent survey maps and a 1968
architectural plan of the existing market building were used as a context template for the historic map
overlays (City of Toronto 1968, 2006: Image 33, Figure 2).

2.3.1 Regional History
Toronto was founded in 1793 when Sir John Graves Simcoe, Lt. Governor of Upper Canada, established
a small military settlement (Fort York Garrison) and began to lay out the associated town of York. By 1796,
officials were ordered to move their offices to the new capital of the colony at York, replacing Newark (now
Niagara-on-the-Lake) (Firth 1962:xxxvii). The location was selected for its sheltered harbour, protected by
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the island peninsula, and its distance from the American border. York was incorporated as the City of
Toronto in 1834, returning to its earlier Aboriginal name.

The study area lies west of the original plot of the Town of York, in an area annexed as early as 1797 (Image
1). The original town layout consisted of ten blocks in a rectangle stretching from Berkeley Street (formerly
Parliament St.) on the east to George Street on the west. By 1817, the northern boundary had moved to Lot
St. (now Queen), the southern boundary at Palace St. (Now Front St.), and the western edge at Peter Street
(Firth 1962:xxxvi, xxxix). After expansion, the later Jarvis Street was called New Street, Church Street has
retained its original name, and Front and King Streets’ names were stabilized.

York grew quickly after the War of 1812, becoming a major urban centre in Upper Canada for industry,
business, transportation and immigration. The neighbourhood surrounding the study area began with
government and commercial buildings adjacent to the waterfront. It transformed over the 19  century toth

include small and large businesses as well as public and institutional structures. St.James Cathedral is
situated a half block west on King St. The waterfront, now situated a long way south of the original shoreline
has been undergoing infill for industrial and commercial purposes since the 19th century. By 1845, infill
allowed the construction of a new city hall on the site of the south St.Lawrence Market building, as the
shoreline had moved south to the Esplanade. Further expansion allowed a railroad to be built along the
waterfront (Image 11). The railroad is now farther out and the Gardiner Expressway lies south of that. By
the 1970s, parking lots had replaced many of the older buildings in the vicinity (Image 32).  Although its 19th

century character has been altered over the years by demolition of old buildings and the intrusion of glass
and concrete structures, remaining early buildings have been restored and the Market use remains as an
anchor to the significant historic identity of the neighbourhood.

2.3.2 Property History
The Crown Patent for the study area market square block was registered in 1803 by Lt. Governor Peter
Hunter, to several judges and politicians, Henry Alcock, Peter Russell, Aeneas Shaw and John McGill, in
trust for the use and benefit of the public. This was preceded by recommendations as early as 1796, by
Peter Russell of the Executive Council of Upper Canada, to set aside a large block of land for a church,
school, courthouse, jail, hospital and market (Firth 1962:A25). A 1797 map by D.W. Smith of the town
expansion area, shows the market block with the main area west of the plot later used for the market, and
a plot set aside for the market Clerk in the area that is now the north market (Image 1). The area may have
been in use for a market by this time. Scadding (1987[1873]:17) quotes a 1798 York newspaper reporting
a public whipping “at the Market Place”.

Soon after the Patent was issued, a 1803 proclamation from Peter Hunter was published in the Upper
Canada Gazette, establishing a public market on the 5.5 acre block to be held regularly on Saturdays (Firth
1962:128). The area became known as the Market Block. In 1814, the market received supplemental
regulations in an Act of the Quarter Sessions of the Home District (Firth 1962:liv). A permanent Market
structure is recorded as being built in the study area by about 1820 (JRR v1:61) and the property has
retained that usage ever since.  A total of four market structures have replaced it to date. It remains a
government property, now owned by the City of Toronto

By the 1820s, the portion of the Market Block used as a market had been reduced by urban subdivision to
approximately its existing size (Image 4; Chewett 1827). About this time Colborne Street was opened,
initially called Market Lane (Roche map 1830). The north-south throughways to the east and west of the
market appear to have been open areas into the early 1830s when the area either side of the market
building was labeled ‘Market Square’ on the 1834 Bonnycastle map. By 1837, Chewett’s map shows New
Street (later Jarvis) extended south to Front St. along the east side of the market. By 1846, New Street has
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been renamed Nelson Street (Howard 1846), but in the 1850s, it is being called East Market Street below
King St. and the area west of the market called West Market Street (Image 10 ;Fleming, Ridout & Schrieber
1857). Maps of the 1860s extend Nelson St. south past Front St. and identify Market Street only on the west
side of the market, extending south to the Esplanade (Chewett 1866). By the 1870s, Jarvis Street appears
to have been established as the permanent name.

TABLE 2:    Selected Historical Chronology of the Study Area

Dates Description Sources*

1793 Lt. Governor John Graves Simcoe begins to establish a settlement at what is
now Toronto and names it York. The provincial capital was moved there in
1794 and the town plan laid out.

1797 Expansion of York town plot west of the original boundary at George St. Smith map 1797
includes a planned Market area west of what later became Market Street.

1803 A 5.5 acre area for a farmers’ market was officially set aside by Lt.Gov. Peter Firth 1962:128
Hunter’s O.C. within  the boundaries of what are now King, Jarvis, Front and JRR vI:61
Church Streets. Market day was declared to be Saturday.

1813 A small building identified as a “school house” is shown on the south side of Williams’ Sketch of
King St. York

1814 A supplemental Act passed to create rules and regulations for the market. JRR vI:61

1818 A rectangular building shown on the Market block with what appears to be an Chewett map 
entrance vestibule on its west side. If accurate, the area is now under Market Phillpott’s Plan
Lane.

1820 Advertising for tenders to build a market house  appear in the Upper Canada JRR vI:61
Gazette.  The wooden building was said by Robertson to have been 45 by 30
feet oriented north-south. 

1823 The first public well dug near the market at King St.  and thought to have
been northwest of it.  The well was sunk 8'2" into bedrock and flagging laid JRR vI:61-3
around the pump at the surface.  
A fence was added to the east, south and west sides. It consisted of pickets
spaced at 10 ft.  with oak ribbon, and three path openings - one on each
fenced side. OHT, RF44

1827 Chewett 1827Map shows a building that may be the 1820 market structure (Image 4)

1831 A large new market constructed as a quadrangular, 2 storey brick building JRR vI:62
around a central courtyard. The north end of the building included a town hall
and the building filled most of the square. Arched entrances were located in
the north and south walls.

1834 Todd 1834 mapMap of 1831 market suggests a 3 door north opening (Image 8).
A gallery around the market courtyard gave way during a political meeting
and many people were injured, some catching on the upturned hooks of the
butchers’ stalls below. JRR vI:62

1842 Cane’s map of the City provides the best plan image of the 1831 market Cane map 1842
building. It is also seen one of the waterfront views arranged around the edge
of the printed map. 
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1845 A new city hall was constructed across from the market on the south side of
Front St. - now part of the existing St.Lawrence Market South building.

1846 City Directory provides a list of the Market Regulations.  Many are related to Brown 1846-7
controlling  butchers in particular. Rules are listed for licencing, fees, driving
speeds, keeping horses/cattle outside the building after delivery, traffic flow,
and duties of the market Clerk,

1849 Fire destroyed the north part of the 1831 market and 10 acres of the Town, Armstrong 1988
including St. James Anglican church. Hartt 2003 p.15

1850-1 Construction of two attached buildings on the site of the 1831-49 market. St.
Lawrence Hall facing King St. on the north end, and a new adjoining farmers’
market structure on the rest of the property. Designed by Wm.Thomas.

1858 Boulton’s map was prepared as a fire insurance map.  One building appears Boulton’s atlas of
to protrude into the study area from the lot to the west, but it otherwise Toronto
remains vacant. A building is also shown on the 288 King St. lot. Urban
subdivision is increasing on the block.

1874 Large cover roof said to have been added for butcher’s arcade stalls/ Ont.Weekly Reporter
108 (1904)

1880- Goads Atlas maps show the 1851 market and St.Lawrence Hall joined Goad’s atlas, 1880-
1899 together as a capital I shape with wide roof over the butchers’ arcade. The 99

1884 map does not show the wide roofing, however.

1904 The 1849 market building demolished and a new north market constructed to
match the just completed new south market, adjoined over Front St. by a
glass and steel canopy.

1903- Goad’s atlas for 1910 shows the canopy joining the north and south market Goad’s atlas, 1903-
1910 buildings 10

1954 Glass canopy over Front St. removed.

1967-8 The 1904 north market building demolished and replaced by the one storey
concrete structure currently being used as the north farmers’ market.
City plans to replace the south market building were dropped and the existing
south building was restored.

1967 & Market Lane, west of the north market and St. Lawrence Hall between King City By-Laws 291-67
1970 and Front Streets, closed to traffic and converted to a pedestrian mall. and 40-70

1972 Air photo shows that many blocks surrounding the study area have been Robarts Library
cleared for parking lots, as a result of an urban renewal movement that saw
the removal of the 1904 market.

1997 Air photo shows that the study area in 2006 remains similar. TRL collection
C JRR - John Ross Robertson, Landmarks of Toronto

OHT - Ontario Heritage Trust research files - St. Lawrence Market
TRL - Toronto Reference Library

Early 19  Century Buildingsth

Although the market block may have been in use as a market space as early as the 1790s, there does not
appear to have been an official building for it until about 1820.  Previous to that time, maps of York show
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two buildings which may have been in the study area.  The 1813 Williams map shows only a “school house”
near the southwest corner of New (Jarvis) St. and King St. (Image 2). The 1814 map, also by Williams,
shows the land vacant, suggesting that the 1813 building had been removed or had never been built.
Phillpotts’ 1817 and 1818 maps (Image 3) indicate a large rectangular structure situated within the area that
may now lie beneath the Pedestrian Mall. This structure may be an early market building, or another version
of the school. Oriented east-west, it appears to have a west end entrance vestibule.

In 1820, the Town advertised in the Gazette for tenders to build a “new market house on the Market Square”
(OHT RF 165). This is thought to have been the first market building. The subsequent wooden building is
said to have been 45 by 30 feet (JRR v1:61-2), although another source states it was 36 by 24 feet
(Scadding 1987:14). Scadding also refers to the building as a wooden “shambles” or shed, a description that
was also used to describe an early market building in Kingston. The type is defined as a “nondescript
wooden house for vendors who rent the stalls within” (CARF 2005:6).  It is shown on an 1827 map, located
in the north half of the study area (Image 4).
 
An “Engine House” structure is also shown, which may be a small waterworks, perhaps associated with a
well or a pump to bring water from the lake. Robertson (v1:63) shows an artist’s rendition of the first market
building, but it is not clear what the image was based on. This image shows “the first public well” in the
northwest corner, and a fence of pickets “spaced at 10 feet with oak ribbon” and path openings (Image 5).
The well was dug in 1823 and according to Scadding (1987:18), hidden beneath the 1831 building. A later
footnote to Armstrong’s edited edition of Scadding’s 1873 original book states that the well was uncovered
when part of the Market was rebuilt in 1904 and may still exist under the flooring (Ibid).

The 1831 Market
Market activity soon outgrew the first flimsy wooden market structure and, in 1830, planning began to build
a new brick structure. The tender was awarded in 1831 to James Cooper. The building is noted as having
had a King St. frontage of 77.5 feet and a depth of 160 feet to Front St. (Civic Advisory Council 1952)

Actual views of the 1831 building are almost non-existent. Cane’s 1842 waterfront vista includes an entrance
arch of the market, but perspective appears off (Image 6). Cane’s Toronto map also has the best plan image
of the market, showing gaps in the sides of the building, suggesting it had entrances on the sides as well
(Image 6). An alternative explanation would be that the interrupted shape represents cellar footings beneath
the building although this is not a standard map interpretation. Henry Scadding drew a sketch of the building
from memory although it is not considered to be accurate as the building is said to have had a triple arch
entryway on the north side rather than the single arch he shows (Image 7). A recent reconstruction of the
building by architectural students may, or may not, be a more accurate depiction (Image 9).

A couple of text descriptions exist. Robertson (vI:64) quotes the 1833-4 City Directory as saying:  “The
centre of the market, for farmers waggons etc. Over the butchers’ shops are a range of warehouse, part
occupied by the north-west corner of this large building, fronting King Street, over part of which is the
Commercial New Room. The northeast corner, fronting King Street, is H.M.Mosley’s Auction and General
commission Warehouses, who have part of the warehouse over the butchers shops. The large room over
the entrance is for general meetings etc., connected with the town...Over the shops, at the south end of the
market, is the General Printing Office of G.P. Bull...The market weighting machine is outside the market on
the bay shore.”

The Rev. Isaac Fidler, traveling through York in 1831, describes the market. “..a capacious market-house
of brick...The market-house is a quadrangular building of great extent, fitted for the accommodation of a
much larger place, and having a prospective reference to the rapidly increasing population. It stands upon
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a block of ground of an oblong square, occupying the area contained between four streets, with a dead wall
on its two longer sides. At one end, which faces the principal street of the town, a town-hall is erected,
through the centre of which is an archway, and a street passing down the middle of the market within, to a
similar archway at the opposite end, which faces the waters of the harbour. On the other two sides are
parallel streets, passing from side to side, and cutting the former at right angles. The market-stalls are,
consequently, all formed to face the interior of the square, and are not observable from without. The
convenience of this building, and the building itself, has no equal of the kind even in New York or in the
States.” (Fidler 1833:263-4).

Minutes of the Quarter Sessions of the Home District indicate that a public clock and perhaps flagstone
paving were added in 1833 (OHT RF165).

The butchers’ stalls faced into the square, with storage and graneries in a second level. The building,
however, contained poorly ventilated cellars beneath the butchers’ stall unsuitable for meat storage (Vattray
2003:3). In 1834, the Clerk of the Market reported to the City Council on the state of the building. “First I
examined the cellars and found them without exception, exceeding damp and disagreeable and unfit to keep
or preserve meat in. In some of them are any floor but the Earth, and in several the water covers the floors
but particularly the one occupied by Mr. Belleridge, who complains also that he cannot place his meat on
the Stall whenever it rains, in consequence of it pouring down thereon through the means of a broken tin
spout...when the market house was building... place but one window in each cellar, facing inward towards
the Market square with out air lights, or another window facing Easterly or Westerly on the opposite sides
that might be open when judged necessary... The necessity also of Plank or flag floors with a small iron grate
to the entrance of each drain, that conducts from the cellar to the main sewer is much wanted... The
Butchers complain likewise of the great height of the gallery, which exposes their meat to the intense heat
of the sun in warm weather...In the upper part of the Market...intended to be used as graneries the effect,
caused by the rain water having... through the roof and damped and marked the plaster of the walls...besides
a number of broken panes of glaze in the windows...In the southern end of the market buildings facing the
Bay there are two rooms one on each side of the gateway, with three doors and a flight of stairs...these
rooms... neither have they fireplaces or a fixture for a stove.” (City Council Minutes, 14 April 1834, quoted
in OHT RF165)

The town hall had been incorporated into the north end of the 1831 market, on the upper floor and it became
Toronto’s first City Hall after  1834. At this time, the market, which had been run by the Home District, came
under City control (Vattray 2003:3). By 1844, plans for a new supplemental market building were again being
proposed, in which would be included a larger City Hall. The south building was completed directly south
of the farmers’ market, on the opposite side of Front St. 

The north end of the 1830s town hall and market was destroyed in 1849 during the first great Toronto fire
(Armstrong 1988).

The 1850-51 Market
After the 1831 building was partially destroyed by fire in 1849, William Thomas, a leading architect, was
contracted to design and build a new market. His plans for the new building had been approved several
years earlier, but city funding had, instead, gone into constructing the new City Hall on the site of the south
market building ( McArthur & Szamos 1996:51). The design for new construction on the site added the
stately St. Lawrence Hall on the north end of the property at the King Street frontage and attached the new
brick market building to the south side of it. The complex formed a capital letter “I” shape. Thomas’s design
was both utilitarian and ornamental (Images 10-21). 
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Robertson describes the market section of the building as “..a range of arcade 200 feet in length by 29 feet
in breadth, with neat stores on each side, at the end of which is another frontage south, consisting of general
stores. The King Street frontage of the St. Lawrence Hall is 140 feet in extent. The entrance to St.Lawrence
Market in the rear is in the centre of the frontage by an archway, forming a line of shops on each side and
a transverse piazza 100 feet in depth, over which are, on the first floor, public rooms...The remainder of the
building is but two stories high and is devoted to market purposes, the lower part of the structure connecting
the King and Front street transverse buildings, being known as the Arcade. At the sides sheltered by sheds,
are stalls for vendors of every kind usually found in a market. The stores on the east and west sides of the
King street Arcade are private property, built on the land leased from the Corporation. The stores in the west
wind were for years the places of business of Lyman Farr & Co., druggists, and to this day one of the shops
is occupied as a drug establishment. The stores on the east side were at one time tenanted by George
Ewart, the grocer, Mabley & Co, and Graham & co., The Temple of Fashion (JRR vI:64-5).  

Most of the merchants in the arcade were butchers, and as well, the transepts to the east and west at the
south end were also occupied by butchers or provision dealers. Robertson provides an 1854-5 list of almost
40 merchants (JRR vV:147-8). 

A published 1908 court case proceeding regarding non-market uses for the property, quotes a former city
building inspector of the time, who noted that the cover roof for the waggons of the arcade in the 1851
market was added in 1874 (Ont. Weekly Reporter 1908).

The 1904 Market
By the end of the 19  century the markets were again becoming inadequate and new buildings wereth

needed. The city hall in the south building was in the process of being replaced by the building on Queen
Street, and it was decided to rebuild it as a larger market complex in conjunction with changes to the market
building to the north. A major renovation of the market area occurred after much research carried out by the
Market Commission in the late 1890s to collect information about the public markets of other cities. The
commission report makes note several existing features of the north building including the presence of
lavatories at the south end of the “wagon area” [referring to most of the open space inside the north
building]. New construction was to include stone and brick foundations for the structure around the wagon
area, and paving over the whole floor with wooden walks set 15 inches above the pavement for cleanliness
(Denison & Donald 1899). 

A competition to design a new building was won by John Wilson Siddall (Dendy 1993:67). Two new brick
market buildings were constructed, facing each other across Front Street, and connected by a huge glass
and steel roof, overarching the roadway (Images 23 to 27). This roof was eventually removed in 1954. The
south building was completed by 1902 and the north structure in 1904. Work on the north structure began
after merchants leasing stalls in the north building were able to move over to the lower market (Committee
on Property Report # 230, 23 Oct. 1902). The southern building incorporated part of the previous 1845 City
Hall structure, some of which can still be seen in the Front Street facade.  The new northern building
appears to have completely replaced the 1851 brick structure, which was attached to St. Lawrence Hall,
although some of its character can be seen in the side gables near the south end (Images 25 to 27, 30).
A Board of Control Report (Sept.28, 1903), however, refers to remodeling the southern entrance, suggesting
that part of the previous building remained in place. Like today’s structure, the new 340 by 144 foot space
was used as the farmers’ market, while permanent stalls were moved to the south building (Vattray 2003:7).

Robertson notes that the new 20  century market building was not nearly as attractive as the one it replaced.th

The northern market is identified as the wholesale market, “divided into three aisles with three rows of eight
iron columns supporting the roof. The walls are of glazed brick, the whole place affording an excellent and
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cheerful shelter from the weather. The wholesale market is built of brick walls with stone dressings; with a
glass roof, supported by massive iron girders. It is 340 feet in length by 144 feet in width, and the centre of
the roof is 82 feet 6 inches from the ground....The northern market is so arranged that the farmers’ teams
can drive directly under cover, and there leave their sleighs or waggons in charge of any one whom they
may have brought with them for that purpose...The only stipulation or restriction that is placed upon any
farmer is that his team must be taken out and stabled away from the market...This wholesale market has ten
open entrances to the east and to the west. From the north to south and midway from east to west runs a
wide wooden walk of about 20 feet, while on the eastern and western sides are two entrance gates, through
which people who want to come into the market can do so without having to thread their way between the
various teams... In the southern [retail] market are found meat, poultry, fruit, fish and vegetable salesmen,
besides florists and some other businesses....in the basement are 16 storage rooms...four cold storage
rooms.” (JRR vV:144-149). The basement of the south building had also housed jail cells at one time (Bruce
Bell, personal communication).

No basement is mentioned in various discussions of the 1904 north market building and no architectural
plans were located which indicated a lower level. In contrast, both plans and discussion exist for the cellar
level in the south building. Informants interviewed during research on St. Lawrence Market indicated that
the 1904 building had only a “crawl space” (Alan Seymour, Old Town Toronto, personal communication).
The few images of the interior of the building which exist suggest a brick floor in the north building (SC 1231-
612).

The north market was also put to other uses. Seating was installed in 1908 for the National Horse Show
(Board of Control Report, Apr.10, 1908) and a municipal garage was established there after 1911 (Ibid, June
9, 1911 and Image 28).

The 1969 Market
The existing Farmers’ market building is a brick block structure, one story in height, built without a lower
basement level. It has an arcade overhang on the east and west sides, supported by  pillars. Although it is
separated from St. Lawrence Hall by a courtyard/lane, it apparently contains a common mechanical room
shared by the Hall, which likely has underground connections through the space(Spears 2001:21).

Architectural plans made in 1968 by the City of Toronto architect, J.G.Sutherland, for the existing Farmers’
market building reveal that it stands, in part, on pillars imbedded in concrete blocks or pads, some of which
appear to be re-used from the earlier building (Images 33-36, B& H Architect 2002, Plans included in
Appendix). The plans suggest that some of the former footings of the 1904 building were still in place and
used during construction of the Farmers’ market. Although not specifically labeled, the drawings suggest
a shallow excavation of about 5 feet beneath the building, which may correspond to the crawl space said
to have been beneath the 1904 structure. The south elevation sketch shows “existing footings” likely those
of the former market structure. Similar footings appear on all the elevation sketches except the north  wall
which lies completely inside the 1904 structure.  Some of the outline of the earlier building and its pillar
footings can be seen in the plan (Image 33) which are made use of for the 1960s construction. 

The Market St. Pedestrian Mall has had at least two designs over the years. The first c1970 followed the
construction of the existing market building (Image 37). The plan suggests a water feature in the location
of the existing well pump structure. Other structures are not explained on the drawing.  The existing design
replaced at least part of the previous park, adding a fountain at the south end, a raised garden and a
sculptural memorial to the market well, in approximately the same location as the 1970s water feature
(Figure 2).
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Market Street Utility Installations
A number of utility lines have been constructed under Market Lane over the years. A watermain is shown
on Goad’s 1883 map in West Market St. as a ‘6" pipe’ laid 65 feet west of St. Lawrence Hall (Figure 8). It
has likely been replaced and enlarged since that time. An old sketch of Market St. provided for this study
by the City shows a large brick sewer running under the southern half of Market Street from the former
Colborne St. It is labeled “1'-9" by 3' Brick” (labeled ‘525mm x 900mm E.S.Br Comb.Sewer’ on a later utilities
plan). An additional 12" pipe is shown extending north from Colborne St. to the general location of the
existing “well pump” feature in the pedestrian mall. A section drawing of the 12" pipe is dated June/89, and
shows the pipe descending 12'-9" from the surface, and running south to join what appears to be the brick
drain, at a depth of 13 feet. A later City plan map of utilities (Sheet No. 4-A-22) shows a Bell conduit and an
abandoned 100mm gas main situated a few feet west of the sewer, but running the full length of Market
Street. A 150 mm water main is located between the two areas. All of these deeply trenched utilities lie
mainly in the western half of Market Street. The 2006 survey plan (Figure 2) indicates several of the above
lines and also a Bell Canada easement extending into the east half of the mall.  

3.0 ANALYSIS OF HISTORIC IMAGES AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL POTENTIAL

A large number of historic maps, photos and sketches were examined for evidence of former land use and
structures. A number of the images have been reproduced in Appendix A.  In Appendix C, a selected
group of maps are shown in the original and  with scaled overlays for the full block of the study area
(Figures 3 to 10). The information from these overlays has been combined in Figure 11 to analyze the
archaeological potential and site integrity of the study area.  Note that some of the overlays of the same
building do not always agree exactly with each other due to scaling problems always found on historic maps.
This was particularly noticeable for the 1851 market building.

3.1 Archaeological Potential and Site Integrity 
The determination of archaeological potential in a developed urban property depends mainly on the extent
of deep disturbance since the site occupation that would be considered significant. Deep excavations for
foundations and cellars remove previous soil layers and structural features, significantly reducing the level
of integrity of deposits associated with earlier occupations on the site. The 19  century market occupations,th

dating from 1803 to 1903, would be considered archaeologically significant due to their time frame and
unique site type. The early 20  century activity of the 1904 market, as a relatively rare commercial site type,th

may also hold significance. St. Lawrence Market and St. Lawrence Hall have also been identified by the
Province and the City as historically significant.

Another archaeological study of an Ontario city market, recently done in Kingston, found significant
resources buried under the paved market square. These included building footings, cellars, and deposits
containing large quantities of early to mid-19th century artifacts related to buildings in the area. Destruction
by fire of the Kingston market had left significant deposits on the market basement floors. The “shambles”
structure was identified by its rough stone foundation. In spite of intermittent disturbance, part of the active
surface deposit dating before 1840 was intact and numerous artifacts associated with market activity were
found within it (CARF 2005).  

The results of the Kingston market study suggest the potential for the variety of the archaeological deposits
that may be associated with the Toronto market property. Deposits providing useful archaeological
information would include 19  century building footings, fence posts, wells, drains, cellar floors, cellar infillth

deposits and  original surfaces (soil or paving). Trash associated with 19  century merchants at the marketth

may also be deemed significant.  As well, some remnant of the 1849 fire may be found near the north end
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of the property.

The series of historic building overlays estimates areas of the site that may retain some significant
archaeological deposits.  The grouped overlay map, Figure 11, suggests that the north market property may
retain some areas of partial archaeological integrity. The unidentified building depicted on the 1818 map may
underlie part of the former Market Street. The location of the 1820s  “shambles” is entirely within the footing
of both 20  century buildings. This structure was a much less substantial building and, like the earlierth

structures, is least likely to have survived the later construction projects. If, however, any of the original
surface grade has been preserved by burial, portions of the pre-1831 buildings may be found.

Portions of the footings and cellars of the 1831 building may be present both under the floor of the existing
building and to the east and west of its walls. Footings and other deep deposits may be present in either of
the open areas on the north, between St. Lawrence Hall and the 1968 building. Footings and cellars (if
present) from the 1851 building are most likely to have preserved beneath the floor of the existing structure,
as they extend only minimally beyond it. 

The 1831 market building is known to have had some cellars, and it is likely that the 1851 building also had
below ground cold storage for the butchers. Since the 1904 and 1968 buildings did not have full basement
levels, it is possible that deposits associated with the earlier markets have been at least partially preserved
beneath them. The 1904 building is said to have had a crawl space beneath it, and the extent of soil removal
prior to the construction of the 1968 building is unclear. The architectural plans suggest that the 1904
footings were left in situ and the new building constructed partially upon them, increasing the probability of
earlier deposits remaining undisturbed.

Soil testing carried out in 1970 on the property on the west side of Market Street identified a rubble fill layer
extending to a depth of about 6.5 feet above subsoil at the edge of the property nearest to the market. In
other boreholes, rubble deposits representing demolition fill in cellars extended to depths of up to 10.5 feet
(Donald & Co. 1970). These findings suggest possible depths for cellars beneath buildings in the area, and
may parallel cellar depths beneath the 19  century markets.  If the market cellars are similar in depth belowth

existing street grade, they may not have been completely removed by the excavation of the crawl space
beneath the 20  century market buildings.th

3.2 Archaeological Assessment

Stage 2 archaeological assessment of a developed urban property such as the North Market is best
conducted by archaeological monitoring of careful machine excavation to remove 20  century fill deposits.th

This approach can quickly remove heavy fill soils and rubble from deeply buried archaeological deposits,
which can then be manually excavated as needed, if sensitive deposits are encountered.

Archaeological assessment exterior to the Farmers’ market would be best conducted prior to any demolition
on the site in order to determine if the site has the possibility of having at least partial archaeological
integrity. Excavation could proceed by placing trenches about 2 metres wide and of varying lengths at
selected locations around the exterior of the existing building, prior to its demolition.   

Because of the size of the machinery, it would not likely be possible to conduct machine trenching inside
the building until after the superstructure has been removed. Demolition of the Farmer’s Market should be
carried out in such a way that the concrete floor of the building is not disturbed. Transect test trenching
through the floor could then be conducted. Some suggested locations for trenches are presented in Figure
12, although other areas may certainly be considered for assessment.  If demolition cannot be carried out
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in such a way as to leave the floor intact, its removal should be monitored by a licenced archaeologist and
the removal of the superstructure halted at existing grade. Archaeological testing should then be carried out
prior to the removal of any deep footings.
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4.0 SUMMARY and RECOMMENDATIONS

4.1 Summary of Findings

The property currently occupied by the Farmer’s market building of St.Lawrence Market at Front Street and
Jarvis Street, and the adjacent Market Lane has been examined by Stage 1 archaeological background
study. The study, carried out in August and September 2006, included a site viewing in early August, during
the Saturday Farmers’ Market.  

The research revealed that the North Market property and the former Market Street may retain some areas
of archaeological site integrity as pertains to the 19  century market buildings. As at least one of theseth

buildings (1831) is known to have had cellars. Since neither the 1904 or 1968 buildings included a full
basement level, it is possible that deeply buried deposits associated with the earlier cellars may be intact
below the floors or around the edges of the later buildings. Many of the former buildings on the site formed
subsurface imprints of different shapes, that do not completely overlap and eliminate each other (Figure 11).
Similarly, the eastern half of the pedestrian mall appears least damaged by utility excavations and may
retain  some site integrity below pavings. This is the only area that was not covered by a building.

Archaeological deposits associated with all of the 19  century markets and possibly the first quarter centuryth

of the 1904 building, may be considered archaeologically significant.  Due to the numerous construction
phases and paving episodes, it is unlikely that the site retains much, if any, remnant of pre-1790s human
occupation, which may be present in a buried topsoil. The possibility cannot, however, be ruled out as
pavements often seal and preserve former surface grade levels. This may be particularly applicable to part
of Market Lane where no buildings are recorded.

No sites previously registered with the Archaeological Database of the Ontario Ministry of Culture lie within
the study area. The site is, however, directly adjacent to St. Lawrence Hall, a designated heritage structure
which contains several historic plaques.

4.2 Recommendations 

The following recommendations are made for further archaeological work on the property.

1. As the North St. Lawrence Market Building may retain some buried archaeological deposits
associated with earlier market buildings and activity on the property, Stage 2 field assessment by
a licenced archaeologist is recommended. This assessment should be designed to determine the
location, condition and significance of the 19  century market building footings, deep cellar deposits,th

outbuildings and associated surface grades. Assessment would best be achieved by monitoring
machine excavation of selected areas of the site, accompanied by manual excavation as deemed
necessary. All machine excavation should be designed by, and carried out under the direction of,
a licenced archaeologist experienced with complex urban site conditions.

Field assessment should focus on:
C Locating and identifying the depth and condition of footings and cellars of the 19  centuryth

market buildings in areas not impacted by footings of the 1904 and 1968 buildings, as
suggested by the map overlays in Appendix C. This would include areas both interior and
exterior to the existing building.

C Examining the condition of possible buried surface grades and structures in the east half
of the pedestrian mall, that may be clear of utility trench disturbances. These areas may
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retain 19  century (or earlier) cultural deposits.th

Archaeological testing is suggested  but not limited to locations shown in Figure 12.
.
2. Stage 2 assessment exterior to the building should be carried out prior to demolition. Pavement

should be removed cleanly over areas chosen for machine trenching and the surfaces restored
afterward. It is recommended that at least one test trench be placed near all four corners of the
building, and at least two trenches be placed in the pedestrian mall.

3. Stage 2 assessment interior to the building would also be best done prior to its  demolition, although
the small excavation machinery which may pass through the doors may not be able to access the
necessary depth of the test trenches. Assessment may be carried out after the demolition of the
superstructure if the building can be removed in such a way as to raze the structure to grade but
leave the concrete floor intact . Machine trenches may then be placed to transect former building
footings and deeply buried cellar remnants. 
If this approach is not possible due to the logistics of the demolition, it is recommended that the
removal of the concrete floor be monitored by a licenced archaeologist and the demolition halted
at grade so that the area that is currently interior to the building can be test trenched by the
archaeologist.

4. If construction of underground parking access proceeds by tunneling under Market Lane, deeply
buried deposits may be impacted at depth. In this construction scenario, it is recommended that
archaeological testing from the surface be carried out in those areas beneath the pedestrian mall
that are to be impacted.

5. If significant archaeological deposits are found during Stage 2 assessment, additional
archaeological work would be required, which may include mitigation by full excavation of buried
cellar deposits or other cultural features that are to be impacted by the new construction.

4.2.1 Buried Archaeological Deposits

The Ontario Ministry of Culture requires that the following statements be included in every archaeological
report (Archaeological Assessment Technical Guidelines 1993:12).

6. Should deeply buried archaeological remnants be found on the property during construction
activities, the Ministry of Culture (MCL) should be notified immediately (416-314-7146). 

7. In the event that human remains are encountered during construction, the proponent should
immediately contact both MCL and the Registrar of the Cemeteries Regulation Unit of the Ministry
of Government Services (416-326-8404).
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APPENDIX A:

Historic Images





































Facilities & Real Estate, City of Toronto St. Lawrence Market, North Building
Stage 1 Archaeological Background Study - Final Report Toronto, Ontario

HISTORIC HORIZON INC. 22

APPENDIX B:
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