City of Toronto
Urban Forestry Services

Native Shrubs

Common Name Scientific Name Favoured |Favoured Soil Favoured Light Maximum [Species Attributes
Moisture Type Regime Height
Mountain Maple Acer spicatum Dry-Moist-Wet [sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 5m yellow/green flowers
Downy Serviceberry Amelanchier arborea Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun to partial shade 10 m white flowers, berries attract birds
Smooth Serviceberry Amelanchier laevis Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay [sun to partial shade 10m white flowers, berries attract birds
New Jersey Tea Ceanothus americanus Dry sand-silt sun to partial shade 1m attracts butterflies
Buttonbush (RT) Cephalanthus occidentalis |Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay [sun 3m fragrant flowers attract bees
Alternate-leaved Dogwood |Cornus alternifolia Dry-Moist silt-loam partial shade to shade 6m graceful branching pattern
Silky Dogwood Cornus amomum Wet-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun 3m white flowers & blue berries
ssp.obliqua
Grey Dogwood Cornus racemosa Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun to partial shade 3m white flowers & white berries
Round-leaved Dogwood Cornus rugosa Dry-Moist sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 3m white flowers & pale-blue berries
Red-osier Dogwood Cornus stolonifera Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun 3m white flowers & white/bluish berries
Beaked Hazel Corylus cornuta Dry-Moist-Wet [sand-silt-loam [sun to shade 4m large edible nuts in a beaked husk
Bush Honeysuckle Diervilla lonicera Dry sand-silt-loam |sun to partial shade 1m small yellow flowers, fast growing
Leatherwood Dirca palustris Moist sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 2m pale yellow flowers, red berries
Witch-hazel Hamamelis virginiana Moist sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 6m yellow star-shaped flowers in fall
Winterberry lllex verticillata Moist-Wet peat-muck-silt |sun to partial shade 4m attractive red fruit in winter
Spicebush (RT) Lindera benzoin Moist-Wet silt-loam partial shade to shade 3m scented leaves, beautiful fall colour
Fly-honeysuckle* Lonicera canadensis Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun to shade 2m pale yellow flowers, red berries
Glaucous Honeysuckle* Lonicera dioica Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay [sun to shade 3m orange-red berries
Sweet Gale (RT) Myrica gale Moist-Wet sand-silt-loam |sun 1m conelike flower clusters, scented leaves
Ninebark (RT) Physocarpus opulifolius Dry-Moist sand sun 3m showy white flowers
Pin Cherry (RT) Prunus pennsylvanica Dry-Moist sand-silt-loam |sun to partial shade 12 m cherries attract birds
Chokecherry Prunus virginiana Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun to shade 10 m cherries attract birds
Fragrant Sumac (RT) Rhus aromatica Dry sand sun 2m scented leaves
Staghorn Sumac Rhus typhina Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun 6m attractive crimson fruit, brilliant fall
colour
Smooth Rose Rosa blanda Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |sun 1m attractive pink flowers
Pasture Rose (RT) Rosa carolina Dry sand-silt-loam |sun to partial shade 1m rose hips persist into winter
Swamp Rose (RT) Rosa palustris Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun 2m attractive pink flowers
Purple-flowering Raspberry |Rubus odoratus Dry-Moist silt-loam sun to shade 2m showy purple flowers
Bebb's Willow Salix bebbiana Moist-Wet sand-silt-loam [sun to partial shade 6 m yellow-green fruit attract birds
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Pussy Willow Salix discolor Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay [sun 3m fast growing, tolerant of compaction
Heart-leaved Willow Salix eriocephala Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay [sun 4m early pollen source for insects
Upland Willow Salix humilus Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay |partial shade to shade 3m low, small shrubs
Shining Willow Salix lucida Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay [sun 6 m yellowish stems
Slender Willow Salix petiolaris Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun 3m slender red branches
Common Elderberry Sambucus canadensis Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun to partial shade 3m black berries attract birds
Red-berried Elder Sambucus pubens Moist-Wet sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 4m red berries attract birds
Soapberry Sheperdia canadensis Dry sand sun 2m bright orange/red berries, red-brown
twigs
Meadowsweet Spirea alba Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun 2m white flowers
Snowberry* Symphoricarpos albus var. |Dry-Moist sand-silt-loam [sun 1m forms low spreading colonies, white
albus berries
Maple-leaf Viburnum Viburnum acerifolium Dry-Moist sand-silt-clay [partial shade to shade 2m black berries
Hobblebush Viburnum alnifoilium Moist sand-silt-loam |partial shade to shade 2m large leaves, showy white flowers
Nannyberry Viburnum lentago Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun 6m white flowers, brilliant fall colour
Highbush Cranberry * Viburnum trilobum Moist-Wet sand-silt-clay |sun to partial shade 4m red berries attract birds
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