
The Evolution of Emergency Management in Toronto 

 
H .  E l l i s  p r i v a t e  a m b u l a n c e  ( c .  1 9 0 5 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 5 6 8 ,  I t e m  4 0 6  

 

11883322   

  

  

  

11883322   

  

  

  

  

  

F i rst  Great Cholera Outbreak  

 

 

 

F i r st  organized Ambulance service in 

Toronto start s  June 22, 1832 by the 

Board of Health to t ransport  vict ims 

of  1832 cholera outbreak.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
M e m b e r s  o f  T o r o n t o  P o l i c e  F o r c e  (c .  1 8 8 3 )  

L i b r a r y  a n d  A r c h i v e s  C a n a d a  T o p l e y  S t u d i o  

F o n d s ,  I t e m  E - 4 3 9 5 6  

11883344   

  

  

  

  

11883344   

  

  

  

11883344   

  

  

  

11884411   

Province incorporates the Town of 

York as the new city of  Toronto.  

 

 

 

Pol ice services in Toronto begins .  

 

 

 

Second Great Cholera Outbreak  

 

 

 

Toronto’s f i r st  gas l ights are instal led.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
B r e a k  i n  w a t e r  s u p p l y  p i p e  u n d e r  b a y  ( c .  1 8 9 3 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  2 0 0 ,   

S e r i e s  3 7 6 ,  F i l e  1 ,  I t e m  2 9 b  

 

11884411   

  

  

  

11885588   

  

  

11886677   

  

  

  

11886699   

Toronto's  f i r st  water  supply system i s ,  

pr ivately owned and operated by 

Albert  Furni ss (or  Furness).   

 

Toronto’s f i r st  Union Stat ion i s bui l t  by 

the Grand Trunk Rai lway. 

 

B i rth of  a nat ion, July 1, the Dominion 

of  Canada is  establ i shed through the 

Br i t i sh North America Act .  

 

Toronto's  very f i r st  by- law contains  

bui lding rest r ict ions to help prevent 

f i res,  an important considerat ion in a 

city where most houses are made of 

wood and heated with coal or  wood 

f i res.   

 



 
H y d r a n t  —  4 "   ( c .  1 9 1 8 )  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  

2 0 0 ,  S e r i e s  3 7 2 ,  S u b s e r i e s  7 2 ,  I t e m  8 7 8  

 

11887733   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11887744   

  

Toronto buys Albert  Furniss’ water  

supply inf rast ructure from his estate 

and begins expanding i t  as a publ ic 

system. 

 

 

 

F i r st  f i re hydrants in Toronto. 

Metropol i tan Water Company 

suppl ies the City with 12 hydrants.  

The system i s supplemented with 

water barre ls  and underground tanks.  

 

 
H o r s e - d r a w n  f i r e  w a g o n  w i t h  l a d d e r  ( c .  1 9 0 7 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  7  

 

11887744   

  

  

  

  

  

11887766   

  

  

Professional Fi re services in Toronto 

begins in 1874. Prior to 1874, f i re 

services were provided by volunteer 

companies in the city.   

 

 

F i r st  Long-Distance Telephone Cal l ,  

August  10, Alexander Graham Bel l  

makes the world's f i r s t  long distance 

telephone cal l  in Ontar io; about s ix  

mi les between Brantford and Paris .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
P o w e r  P l a n t  o f  T o r o n t o  E l e c t r i c  L i g h t  C o m p a n y ,  

f o o t  o f  S c o t t  S t r e e t  ( c .  1 8 9 7 )  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  

F o n d s  1 2 3 1 ,  I t e m  1 9 9 4  

 

11887799   

  

  

  

  

  

11887799   

  

  

  

  

11888811   

  

  

  

  

11888844   

  

Fi r st  two electr ic l ights in Toronto are 

demonstrated in McConkey's  

Restaurant .  

 

 

 

Canadian Nat ional  Exhibit ion (CNE) 

opens to the publ ic for  the f i r st  t ime.  

 

 

 

More electr ics l ights are instal led in 

downtown stores, including Eaton's .   

 

 

 

Newly formed Toronto E lectr ic Light 

Company (funded by, among others ,  

S i r  Henry Pel latt ,  bui lder  of  Casa 

Loma) wins a contract to put 50 

electr ic l ights along King, Queen, 

and Yonge Streets .  

 



 
C a n a d a ' s  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  r a i l w a y ,  S t r a c h a n  A v e  t o  

D u f f e r i n  S t .  T o r o n t o  ( c .  1 8 8 4 )  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  

F o n d s  1 6 ,  S e r i e s  7 1 ,  I t e m  1 0 2 4 8  

 

11888844   

  

Toronto’s Fi rst  E lectr ic Rai lway i s bui l t  

by John Joseph Wright and Charles 

Van Depoele from the Toronto St reet 

Rai lway’s  King-Exhibi t ion horse-drawn 

rai l  terminal l ine at St rachan Avenue 

into the CNE, a distance of about a 

mi le.  

 
I s l a n d  i n c i n e r a t o r  p l a n t  -  e x t e r i o r  ( c .  1 9 1 5 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  2 0 0 ,  S e r i e s  3 7 2 ,  

S u b s e r i e s  7 0 ,  I t e m  4 4  

 

11888888   

  

  

11889966   

  

  

  

  

11990011   

  

  

  

  

Toronto approves f i r s t  garbage 

incinerator .  

 

Department of Publ ic Health starts 

test ing water qual i ty weekly.  

 

 

 

F i r st  Trans-At lant ic Wi reless Signal 

received at Signal  Hi l l ,  Newfoundland 

from Cornwal l ,  England by Gugl ielmo 

Marconi .   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
T h e  G r e a t  F i r e  o f  1 9 0 4  F r o n t  S t .  w e s t  o f  B a y .  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 4 0 8 ,  I t e m  4  

 

11990033   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11990044   

Fi r st  F l ight -  December 13, Orvi l le and 

Wi lbur Wright achieve f i r st  control led, 

powered and sustained heavier -than-

air  human f l ight  

  

  

  

AApprr ii ll   1144   

The Great Fire of 1904 

104 bui ldings destroyed in downtown 

Toronto, $10,350,000 in damag es but 

no deaths . F i re puts  5000 people out 

of  work, at  a t ime when Toronto has 

only 200,000 inhabitants .  



 
C o l l a p s e  o f  N e i l s o n ' s  b u i l d i n g ,  G l a d s t o n e  

A v e n u e .  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  7 0 9 4  

 

11990099   Collapse of  the Nei l son Bui lding  

The bui lding was owned by Nei lson, 

the Canadian chocolate and ice 

cream manufacturers .  

 
A v e n u e  R o a d  s e w e r  ( c .  1 8 9 0 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  2 0 0 ,   

S e r i e s  3 7 6 ,  F i l e  5 ,  I t e m  2 0  

 

11991100   

  

  

  

  

11991111   

  

Water chlor inat ion begins; sewage-

treatment faci l i t ies  bui l t .  

 

 

 

Toronto Harbour Commission (THC) is  

formed to manage Toronto harbour 

and waterfront lands  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
W r e c k a g e  o f  f i r s t  T o r o n t o  a i r p l a n e  c r a s h  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  9 6  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

11991111   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

AAuu gguuss tt   33-- 44       

F i rst  Toronto Plane Crash  J .A.D. 

McCurdy crashes a 7 -cyl inder Gnome 

rotary engine at the Aviat ion Meet , 

Donlands Farm, Todmorden Mi l l  

 

 



 
D i a g r a m  :  G e n e r a l  D e a t h  R a t e  (  1 9 1 3 - 1 9 1 4  )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  2 0 0 ,  S e r i e s  3 7 2 ,  

S u b s e r i e s  3 2 ,  I t e m  3 7 7  

 

11991133   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11991144   

  

NNoo vvee mmbb eerr   77-- 1133    

Black Sunday Storm .  One of  the most 

severe Great Lakes storms on record 

sweeps winds of  140 km/h over lakes 

Er ie and Ontario, tak ing down 34 

ships and 270 sai lors .  Days later ,  the 

crew of one ship i s found lashed to 

the mast , f rozen to death --  only the 

ship survived.  

 

 

 

 

June 28, Outbreak of  World War I  

 
W r e c k  o f  t h e  f e r r y  " A l e x a n d r i a " ,   

S c a r b o r o u g h  B l u f f s  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  2 3 8 A  

11991155   AAuu gguuss tt   33       

Wreck of  the Ferry Alexandria 

Ontario & Quebec Navigat ion 

Company wooden steamship 

Alexandra, bound from Port  Hope for 

Toronto, i s  beached on a bar in a 

storm and fog and broken up by 

act ion of waves off  the Scarborough 

Bluffs .  Canadian Li fesavers and locals 

work for  hours to rescue the crew.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
F a i r c h i l d  F C - 2  c a r r y i n g  f i r s t  a i r  m a i l  f r o m  

L e a s i d e .  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  4 5 7 5  

 

11991188   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11991188   

  

SSppaa nn ii sshh   ff ll uu  wreaks havoc around the 

world. Toronto records 1,750 deaths.  

 

 

 

 

 

F i r st  Postal  F l ight in Canada , Captain 

Br ian A. Peck f lew the f i r st  postal  

f l ight between Montreal and Toronto, 

t ransport ing a bag of 120 letters  in 

envelopes special ly postmarked for 

the f l ight . The f l ight took 6 hours  in 

total  with a stop over in Kingston to 

refuel  before making the inaugural  

landing in Leaside.  

 



 
E a s t e r n  A v e n u e  G a s  C o .  B r i d g e  C o l l a p s e   

( c .  1 9 2 9 )  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  2 0 0 ,   

S e r i e s  3 7 2 ,  S u b s e r i e s  8 4 ,  I t e m  5 5 5  

 

11992299   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11993322   

  

October 29, Stock market crashes 

marking the beginning of  Great 

Depression  

 

 

 

 

The f i rst  al l -Canadian phone l ine i s 

int roduced.  

 
S n o w  s h o v e l l e r s ,  Q u e e n  S t .  ( c .  1 9 2 2 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 6 6 ,  I t e m  5 8  

 

 

11993333   DDee cc eemm bbeerr   2299       

Ontar io's  Coldest  Day  14 s i tes record 

their  coldest -ever temperature, 

including Ottawa at -38.9°C and 

Algonquin Park at -45.0°C.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
L a k e s h o r e  B o u l e v a r d ,  T o r o n t o  d u r i n g  a  

s n o w s t o r m .  ( c .  1 9 2 5 )  

A r c h i v e s  o f  O n t a r i o  C  7 - 3 2 9 2 4 1 i m a g e  n o .  

I 0 0 0 3 6 8 4  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

11993344   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11993355   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

FFeebbrr uuaarr yy     

Cold Wave Grips Eastern North 

Amer ica. A cold wave engulfs  the 

cont inent f rom Manitoba to the 

At lant ic seaboard and down the east  

coast  to Palm Beach, Flor ida. Ice 

t raps f i shing vessels  off Nova Scot ia, 

hospitals  are jammed with frostbite 

vict ims and, for  only the second t ime 

in recorded history, Lake Ontario 

freezes completely over.  

 

Toronto approves bui lding of i s land 

airport  and tunnel (tunnel stopped 

by Federal  Government).  

 



 
W o m e n  i n  s h o r t s  " c a u s e "  c a r  t o  c r a s h  i n t o  p o l e  

( c .  1 9 3 7 )  T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 5 7 ,  S e r i e s  

1 0 5 7 ,  I t e m  4 7 6 6  

11993366   JJuu ll yy   55 -- 1177     

The Deadl iest Heat Wave in His tory , 

Temperatures exceeding 44°C in 

Manitoba and Ontario claim 1,180 

Canadians (most ly the elderly and 

infants) dur ing the longest  and 

deadl iest  heat wave on record. 400 

of  these deaths are caused by 

people who drown seeking refuge 

from the heat . The heat is  so intense 

that steel  rai l  l ines and br idge girders  

twist , s idewalks buckle, crops wi l t  

and fruit  bakes on t rees.  

 

 
T o r o n t o  I s l a n d  a i r p o r t  f r o m  r o o f  o f   

g r a i n  e l e v a t o r s  ( c .  1 9 3 9 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 3 1 ,  I t e m  1 1 7 b  

 

 
M a l t o n  a i r p o r t  ( c .  1 9 3 9 )  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 3 1 ,  I t e m  1 1 4 1 a  

 

 

11993388   

  

  

  

  

11993388   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11993399   

  

Toronto I s land Ai rport  opens  

 

 

 

 

F i r st  plane lands at the Malton Ai rport  

(renamed Toronto Internat ional  

Ai rport  in 1960, and in 1984 renamed 

again to Lester B . Pearson 

Internat ional  Airport ) .  

 

 

 

 

 

September 1 , Outbreak of   

World War I I  

 
T o r o n t o  S n o w  S t o r m  1 9 4 4  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 5 7 ,  S e r i e s  1 0 5 7 ,  I t e m  

8 7  

11994444   DDee cc eemm bbeerr   1111     

Toronto's Worst Single-Day Snowfal l  A 

severe winter storm dumps 48 cm of 

snow on Toronto's  downtown, whi le 

gale- force winds pi le the snow into 

huge dr i fts .  A total  of 57.2 cm fal l s  

over  two days. In al l ,  21 people die -  

13 from overexert ion. Funerals are 

postponed, expectant mothers walk  

to hospitals ,  and there are no home 

del iver ies of  mi lk , ice or fuel .   

 



 
S t e a m s h i p  N o r o n i c  

T o r o n t o  A r c h i v e s  F o n d s  1 2 4 4 ,  I t e m  1 4 2 9  

 

11994499   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11995522   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11995522   

  

SSee pptt eemm bbeerr   1166     

SS Noronic , ―the Queen of  the 

Lakes,‖ destroyed by f i re in  Toronto 

Harbour, Pier  9. Fatal i t ies est imated 

between 118 and 139, al l  of  whom 

are passengers.  

 

F i r st  Televis ion Broadcast in  Canada, 

Canadian Broadcast ing Corporat ion 

(CBC) begins televis ion broadcast ing 

in Canada, September 6, 1952 from 

its Montreal ,  Quebec stat ion CBFT. 

Two days later  the Toronto stat ion 

CBLT went on the air .  

 

DDee cc eemm bbeerr   1122   

First  nuclear  reactor meltdown .  The 

NRX nuclear reactor in Chalk  River ,  

Ontar io suffers a part ial  meltdown 

due to operator  error and 

mechanical  problems in  the shut -off 

systems.  

 

 
A l l a n  A .  L a m p o r t  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 5 2  –  5 4  

 

 
H u r r i c a n e  H a z e l  D a m a g e ,  1 9 5 4 ,  T o r o n t o  

A r c h i v e s ,  F o n d s  1 2 5 7 ,  S e r i e s  1 0 5 7 ,  I t e m  1 9 9 7 .  

 

 

  

  

  

11995544   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11995544   

 

 

 

City of Toronto and 12 municipal i t ies  

federated into the regional 

government of  Metropol i tan Toronto.  

 

 

 

 

 

OOcctt oobb eerr   1155     

Hurr icane Hazel  h i ts  Toronto with 

devastat ing effect , dumping an 

est imated 300 mi l l ion tonnes of  rain 

on the city, causing lost  st reets ,  

washed out br idges and untold 

personal  t ragedy. North of the City, 

Hol land Marsh i s f looded, leaving 

3,000 people without homes. A total  

of  83 Canadian fatal i t ies ,  36 on 

Raymore Drive alone.  Some bodies 

wash up on the shores of Lake 

Ontario in New York State days later .  

 



 
L e s l i e  H .  S a u n d e r s  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 5 4  –  5 5  

 

11995555   Metropol i tan Toronto Counci l  

approves creat ion of  the new Civi l  

Defence Organizat ion.  

 

 
N a t h a n  P h i l l i p s  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 5 5  –  6 2  

 

11995566   

  

  

  

  

11995577   

  

  

  

  

  

11995599   

  

  

  

11996600   

  

  

  

  

  

11996622   

  

Civi l  Defence Organizat ion ref lects  

Federal  Government concept of 

passive defences against  the threat 

of  war.  

 

Toronto and Region Conservat ion 

Authori ty (TRCA) i s  formed to 

manage Toronto wet lands and 

f loodplains in the aftermath of  

Hurr icane Hazel  

 

The St . Lawrence Seaway opens, f i rst  

vessel  to reach Toronto i s the Pr ins 

Wi l lem George Frederik .  

 

J .H. Pol lard, Vice-Chair , Ontar io 

Emergency Measures Organizat ion, 

becomes Di rector  of  Metropol i tan 

Toronto Emergency Measures 

Organizat ion.  

 

F i r st  Metropol i tan Toronto Emergency 

Operat ional Plan dist r ibuted.  

 

 
D o n a l d  D .  S u m m e r v i l l e  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 6 3  

 

  

  

  

  

11996633   

  

 

 

 

 

Ontar io Emergency Measures Act , 

1962-63 defines emergency powers 

and dut ies of  municipal i t ies .  
 

 



 
P h i l  G i v e n s  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 6 3  –  6 6  

 

11996666   

  

Staff t ransferred from Toronto 

Emergency Measures Organizat ion  

and Toronto Department of Publ ic 

Health to form the new Department 

of  Metropol i tan Toronto Emergency 

Services.  

 
W i l l i a m  D e n n i s o n  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 6 6  –  7 2  

 

 
F i r s t  M o o n  L a n d i n g  

11996677   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11996699   

  

Seven smal lest  municipal i t ies of  

Metropol i tan Toronto merged with 

their  larger neighbours,  result ing in  a 

s ix-municipal i ty configurat ion that 

included the old City of Toronto and 

the surrounding municipal i t ies of  East  

York, Etobicoke, North York, 

Scarborough and York.  

 

 

 

 

F i r st  Moon landing, July 20, Apol lo 11 

ast ronauts Nei l  Armst rong and Buzz 

Aldr in successful ly land the lunar 

module, ―Eagle‖ at a s i te on the ―Sea 

of  Tranqui l i ty.‖  

 

 
D a v i d  C r o m b i e  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 7 2  –  7 8  

 

11997700   

  

  

  

  

  

  

11997700   

  

  

  

  

JJuu ll yy   55       

Deadl iest Toronto air  accident  

Air  Canada Fl ight 621  crashes at 

Pearson Internat ional Ai rport ,  k i l l ing 

al l  100 passengers and 9 crew . 

 

 

Toronto Harbour Container Ship 

Dist r ibut ion Centre opens.  

 

 

 



 
A n i k  A  S a t e l l i t e  

 

 
P i c k e r i n g  N u c l e a r  G e n e r a t i n g  S t a t i o n  

 

 
C N  T o w e r  

 

11997722   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11997733   

  

  

  

  

11997744   

  

  

  

  

  

11997755   

  

  

  

  

11997755   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

11997766   

  

World’s  f i rst  domest ic satel l i te, Anik 

A, i s  launched. CBC i s now able to 

broadcast to the Canadian North for 

the f i rst  t ime. The satel l i te i s  capable 

of  carrying 12 colour  TV channels .  

 

 

 

 

 

Picker ing Nuclear Generat ing Stat ion 

is completed, and begins producing 

more electr icity than any nuclear 

power stat ion in the world 

 

Reduct ions in Federal  emergency 

measures funding results  in the 

decl ine and eventual di sbanding of 

the Metropol i tan Toronto Emergency 

Services Department.  

 

Apr i l  2 , Toronto completes bui lding of 

the CN Tower, the world 's  tal lest  

f reestanding st ructure 

 

 

DDee cc eemm bbeerr   88   

GO Train TTC Bus Crash.  Eastbound 

GO Transit  commuter t rain express 

from Toronto Union Stat ion col l ides 

with a stal led Toronto Transit  Bus on 

the level  crossing at Danforth Road. 9 

passengers f rom the bus are k i l led.  

 

Metropol i tan Toronto Pol ice inheri t  

ownership of  emergency measures 

planning. New Emergency Planning 

Unit  i s  created.  

 

 
C o m m o d o r e  P E T  C o m p u t e r  

  

  

  

11997777   

 

 

 

The f i rst  successful ly mass marketed 

personal  computer , the Commodore 

PET i s  int roduced in January  



 

 
J o h n  S e w e l l  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 7 8  –  8 0  

 

 
M i s s i s s a u g a  T r a n  D e r a i l m e n t  

 

 
A i r  I n d i a  B o e i n g  7 4 7 ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  o n e  u s e d  f o r  

F l i g h t  1 8 2  
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11998800   

  

Metropol i tan Toronto Emergency 

Planning Committee establ i shed.  

  

NNoo vvee mmbb eerr   1100   

Mississauga train derai lment.  

Canadian Paci f ic fre ight t rain 

carrying explosive and poisonous 

chemicals f rom Windsor  to Toronto 

derai l s  near the intersect ion of Mavis 

Road and Dundas St reet . Over 

200,000 people are evacuated, the 

largest  peacet ime evacuat i on in 

North America up unt i l  the New 

Orleans evacuat ion of  2005. I t  was 

the last  explosion in the GTA unt i l  the 

Sunr i se Propane blast  in 2008.  

 

 

F i r st  edit ion of  the new Metropol i tan 

Toronto Emergency Plan publ i shed.  

 

 

 

 

 

JJuunn ee  2233   

Air  India Bombing .  A bomb was 

loaded onto Air  India Fl ight 181, 

which departed from Toronto Pearson 

Internat ional  Airport  and arr ived at 

Montréal-Mirabel Internat ional  

Ai rport . I t  then departed as Air  India 

Fl ight 182, using the same aircraft  

and carrying passengers who were 

on Fl ight 181 . I t  blew up over the 

At lant ic Ocean off the coast  of Cork, 

I reland ki l l ing al l  307 passengers and 

22 crew. 

 
A r t  E g g l e t o n  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 8 0  –  9 1  

 

  

  

11999900   

  

  

  

  

11999900   

 

 

World Wide Web is  born when Tim 

Berners-Lee, a researcher at the 

CERN laboratory in Geneva, develops 

HTML, HyperText  Markup Language.  

 

Emergency Management Act 

(Provincial )  enacted 



 
J u n e  R o w l a n d s  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 9 1  –  9 4  

 

 
B a r b a r a  H a l l  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 9 4  –  9 7  
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AAuu gguuss tt   1111 ,,   11999955   

Russel l  Hi l l  Subway accident .  A TTC 

subway col l ides with a stat ionary 

t rain when a dr iver mis interprets  a 

s ignal . 3 are k i l led, and 30 in jured.  

 

SSee pptt eemm bbeerr   22   

Nimrod Crash at  the CNE.  Seven 

Royal  Air  Force crew members were 

k i l led when their  Hawker Siddeley 

Nimrod MR.2P stal led during a low 

alt i tude turn and crashed into Lake 

Ontario  

 

Toronto Pol ice Emergency Planning 

Unit  joined with the Publ ic Order Unit  

to form the Toronto Pol ice Service, 

Publ ic Safety Unit , Emergency 

Management Sect ion.  

 

 

 
H y d r o - Q u e b e c  p y l o n  c o l l a p s e d  u n d e r  t h e  

w e i g h t  o f  t h e  i c e ,  n e a r  D r u m m o n d v i l l e ,  Q u e b e c  

 

11999988   

  
JJaannuu aarryy   44-- 99     

Ice Storm of  the Century .  One of the 

most destruct ive and disrupt ive 

storms in  Canadian h istory hits  

Eastern Canada causing hardship for  

4 mi l l ion people and cost ing $3 

bi l l ion. Losses included mi l l ions of  

t rees, 130 t ransmiss ion towers and 

120,000 km of power and telephone 

l ines. Power outages last  f rom several  

hours  to four  weeks.  

 

 
M e l  L a s t m a n  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r  1 9 9 8  –  0 3  

 

11999988   

  

  

  

11999999   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Metropol i tan Toronto and f ive 

municipal i t ies  amalgamate to form 

the new City of Toronto 

 

JJaannuu aarryy   22-- 1155   

Toronto's Snowstorm of the Century . A 

ser ies of storms dumps nearly a year 's  

amount of  snow in less  than two 

weeks. The worst  storm hits  on 

January 2, burying much of  southern 

Ontario, f rom Windsor to Kingston in 

snow between 20 and 40 cm, 



 
 

C a n a d i a n  F o r c e s  B i s o n  a r m o u r e d  p e r s o n n e l  

c a r r i e r  d r i v e s  i n t o  T o r o n t o  d o w n t o w n  c o r e  

 

 

 
H i c k s o n  F i r e ,  S c a r b o r o u g h  

 

 

 
9 / 1 1  T e r r o r i s t  A t t a c k  

 

 
S A R S  O u t b r e a k  T o r o n t o  2 0 0 2 - 3  
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22000022   

  

  

affect ing more than f ive mi l l ion 

people.  In total , at  least  eleven 

people died.  

 

Four addit ional storms make this  the 

snowiest  two-week period s ince 1846.  

The downtown weather stat ion 

records the greatest  January snowfal l  

total  with 118.4 cm and the greatest  

snow on the ground at any one t ime, 

with 65 cm 

 

Works and Emergency Services 

Department establ ishes the Toronto 

Emergency Planning Off ice.  

 

AApprr ii ll   99   

Hickson Fire Scarborough   

A s ignif icant f i re occur s at  U.S.E . 

Hickson Products Ltd.,  Scarborough, 

consuming a variety of  products 

associated with the construct ion 

industry .  

 

Toronto Emergency Planning Off ice 

inheri t s ownership for  emergency 

management planning and 

administ rat ion of the Toronto 

Emergency Planning Committee.  

 

Toronto Off ice of  Emergency 

Management establ i shes new 

Emergency Operat ions Centre.  

 

SSee pptt eemm bbeerr   1111   

Coordinated terror ist  at tacks in New 

York,  Washington and Pennsylvania   

The f i rst  t ime in hi story, the plan for  

the Securi ty Control  of  Air  T raff ic and 

Ai r  Navigat ion Aids (SCATANA) i s  

invoked, forcing al l  civi l ian aircraft  in 

the US and several  other countr ies , 

including Canada, to be grounded. 

Canada receives 226 of  the diverted 

f l ights  and launches Operat ion 

Yel low Ribbon to deal with grounded 

planes and st randed passengers.  

 

November    

SARS Cris is  (1 s t  wave),  

 



 

 
D a v i d  M i l l e r  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r   2 0 0 3  –  1 0  
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22000033   

  

  

July   

SARS Cris is  (2n d  wave) Severe Acute 

Respi ratory Syndrome infects 

est imated 251 Canadians, k i l l ing 44 in  

Toronto, many of  whom were in  the 

Health Care profession.   

 

August  14   

Northeast Blackout ,  widespread 

power outage affects an est imated 

10 mi l l ion people in  Ontario  

 

 
C r a s h  o f  A i r  F r a n c e  F l i g h t   3 5 8 ,  P e a r s o n  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t ,  A u g u s t  2 ,  2 0 0 5  

 

 
E x p l o s i o n  a t  S u n r i s e  P r o p a n e  F a c i l i t y  

 i n  T o r o n t o ,  A u g u s t  1 0  2 0 0 8  

 
R o b e r t  F o r d  

T o r o n t o  M a y o r   2 0 1 0  –  C u r r e n t  
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December 9   

Uptown Theatre collapse ,  cinema 

undergoing demol it ion fal l s  onto 

neighbouring Yorkvi l le Engl ish 

Academy, k i l l ing one person and 

injur ing 14.  

 

August  2   

Air  France F l ight  358 overshoots the 

runway at Pearson Internat ional 

Ai rport , sk ids into a ravine, and bursts 

into f lames. Al l  297 passengers and 

12 crew members survive.  

 

 

Emergency Management Act 

(Provincial )  renamed Emergency 

Management and Civi l  Protect ion 

Act  

 

Emergency Management Act 

(Federal)enacted, June 22  

 

August  10   

Sunr ise Propane explosion ,  one 

person ki l led, more than 12,000 

evacuated f rom thei r  homes.  

 

Toronto Off ice of  Emergency 

Management is  reorganized, moved 

out of  Technical  Serv ices and reports 

di rect ly to Deputy Ci ty Manager 

under new Directorship.  



 


