REIMAGINING THE
GARDENS: issues + Opportunities

+ Aspirations = Vision

Edwards Gardens and
Toronto Botanical Garden
Master Plan & Management Plan

November 2" 2016 | Public Open House #1




. AGENDA

6:10pm to 8:00pm
6:10pm Welcome, agenda & introductions
6:15pm Overview of project & objectives
6:20pm Role of public parks & public gardens
6:30pm Site context overview & identified constraints
6:40pm Trends in public parks & public gardens
6:50pm Group discussion
7:35pm Questions and next steps

7:45pm Wrap up and comment forms
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. PROJECT TEAM

Project Lead: Scott Torrance Landscape Architect, a division of Forrec

- W. Gary Smith Design *  Matrix Solutions

- Lord Cultural Resources - Urban Forest Associates Inc. (UFORA)

- Moriyama & Teshima Architects Blackwell

- AW Hooker
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. PROJECT GOALS

 Think holistically about the long-term planning for the City

parkland, the ravine system, and the Toronto Botanical Garden
complex

« Elevate the Gardens to the level of other globally acclaimed
gardens

- Promote the long-term ecological, operational and fiscal

sustainability of Edwards Gardens and Toronto Botanical
Garden
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STUDY & ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

STUDY PROCESS

PHASE 2

Background Review,
Site Inventory &
Analysis

PHASE 4

Design
Development,
Feasibility & Phasing

PHASE 3

Concept Design
Options

PHASE 5

Management
Plan

PHASE 1
Project Start-Up
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ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

Final Concept

Communications Issues r .
: e Vision/Programs Draft Concept Design &
& Consultation Opportunities, - - :
Plan Needs & Desires & Design Options Design Management

Plan
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. WORKSHOP OBJECTIVES

- |ldentify a list of:
— Core strengths
— Main issues
— Areas for improvement
— New opportunities for development

« Discuss what a unified vision for the future of the Gardens
might look like
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Role of
Public Parks &
Public Gardens
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ROLE OF PUBLIC PARKS AND
PUBLIC GARDENS

Public Park Public Garden

A dedicated area of publicly accessible land  Mission driven

» Reserved and maintained for the purposes  “Living” museum, with curated plant
of pleasure, exercise, amusement, ornament, collection
and commune with nature « Programs in education, conservation,

research and/or display

« Has a system for maintaining plant records
and professional staff

« Open to the public and provides
accommodation for access to all people

8 | Reimagining the Gardens: Public Open House #1 Source: APGA Public Garden Management



. TYPES OF PUBLIC GARDENS

BOTANIC GARDEN DISPLAY GARDEN CONSERVATORY

Education and research
focused: plant Focus on beauty and Typically a steel and

improvement, creating aesthetically glass structure for the

conservation, ecology , pleasing plant exhibits display and study of
tropical and other non-

or basic science e.g. Longwood Garden,
hardy plants

Botanically diverse, PA
rather than simply
aesthetic collections

e.g. Phipps
Conservatory

e.g. Brooklyn Botanic
Garden

Photo: Longwood Gardens,
Photo: Anulla, Source: Flickr Source: Wikimedia Photo: Daderot, Wikimedia
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. TYPES OF PUBLIC GARDENS

ARBORETUM HISTORIC LANDSCAPE Z00O

Focus on creating
native habitats for
animal collection

Restored or recreated
landscapes of a
particular period or
style

Authenticity is essential

Focus on the study and
display of woody
plants, primarily trees
and shrubs

e.g. San Diego Zoo. CA
e.g. Arnold Arboretum

of Harvard University,
MA

e.g. The Fells, NH

Photo: C Burnett,

Photo: John Phelan,
Source: Wikipedia

Source: Wikipedia Photo: Wikipedia
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Site Context &
Neighbourhood
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SPRINGBROOK FARM, 1955

Source: Toronto City Archive



. HISTORIC OUTLINE
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. SITE CONTEXT
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. SITE BOUNDARY

1. Area under agreement for Teaching Garden
2. Area under agreement by Civic Garden Centre
3. Area under agreement on northeast section of parking
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CULTURAL
& OPEN SPACE ©
CORRIDOR

LRT

LINE 2
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Ward 25: Population 58,315
43 Yrs 53% live in 49% of families
N EIGH BOURHOOD Median Age Houses w/kids <14 yrs
74% Post $202k Avg 32% Visible
Secondary Household Income Minority
] ] Ward 26: Population 64,910
« Older population Younger population
37 Yrs 69% live in 69% of families
* Live in houses * Live in apartments Median Age High Rise Apts w/kids <14 yrs

£ | . d 61% Post S88k Avg 58% Visible
Very family oriente Secondary Household Income Minority

 Highly educated Highly educated

and affluent Toronto: Population 2,615,090
*  More culturally

Ward 25 Ward 26

Family oriented

* Less culturally diverse 39 Yrs 41% live in High | 50% of families
diverse Median Age Rise Apts w/kids <14 yrs

[ ] o I
55% born outside 58% Post $87k Avg 49% Visible
Canada Secondary Household Income Minority
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. KEY FEATURES
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. LOCAL RESIDENTS

Photo: Sandra Pella

Photo: Sandra Pella
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. ACTIVITIES AND USES

Photo: Tom Sanders Photography
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VISITOR EXPERIENCE
(MAY-OCTOBER)
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VISITOR EXPERIENCE
(NOVEMBER-APRIL)
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SENSE OF
PLACE

POSITIVES



SENSE OF
PLACE

NEGATIVES



Site Opportunities
& Constraints
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. SIZE COMPARISON
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. ACCESSIBILITY
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. ACCESSIBILITY



PEDESTRIAN
+ CYCLING INTERFACE
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. FRAGMENTATION
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. HABITAT (FLORA)
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. HABITAT (FAUNA)
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FLOODING
AND HYDROLOGY
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Trends In
Public Parks
and in Public
Gardens
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Reclaimed, Linked or Satellite Gardens

Source: Wikimedia Commons Photo & Source: City of Calgary

Taken by Jason Goh, Source: Pixabay

Kew Gardens @ The British Museum -

Bend in the Bow, Calgary
Singapore Changi Airport
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Eco-Engineering & Infrastructure

Source: Facebook Photo & Source: W Gary Smith | Photo: VMDO Architects, Source: Facebook

Natural Landscaping Stormwater Diversion Bioswale Amphitheatre

@Chicago Botanic Gardens Santa Fe Botanic Garden @Manassas Park School
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School Gardens, Citizen Science & Stewardship

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

School Garden Plots @Royal

Delaware Nature Society
Botanic Gardens Edinburgh
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Urban Agriculture & Food

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Hidden Harvest, Ottawa Edible Garden & Outdoor

Kitchen @Bok Tower Gardens
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Wellness & Special Occasions

Top Photo: Friends of Glasgow Botanic Gardens, Source: Facebook Source: Nick English, Wikimedia Commons

Bottom Source: Facebook

Glasgow Botanic Gardens

Yoga @Central Park Ness Botanic Gardens
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Easy to Get There & Find

Source: Facebook Source: TripAdvisor

Long Weekend Shuttle,

Brooklyn Botanic Gardens
Gardens by the Bay
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Accessible for All

Source: Facebook Source: Jamain, Wikimedia Commons

Source: Facebook

Shifnall Millennium Horticultural Therapy @

Sensory Garden

Scattering Garden Atlanta Botanical Gardens
Hacquegnies, Belgium
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Approachable Staff

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Longwood Gardens, PA Royal Botanic Gardens Edinburgh
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Culturally Specific/Sensitive Programs

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Canada’s Diversity Gardens Desert Botanical Gardens Devonian Botanic Gardens
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Universal Appeal

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Cheekwood Botanical

VanDusen Botanical Gardens Swarovski Kristallwelten
Garden and Museum
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Night Time Access

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Canyon Lights, Capilano Suspension

Kew Gardens Bridge Park, BC
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Four Season Access - Winter

Source: Facebook ‘ Source: Fungus Guy, Wikimedia Commons

Luminaria, Devonian Botanic Gardens Algonquin Provincial Park
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Outstanding Displays, Immersive

Experiences & Art

Source: Facebook Source: Top & Bottom - Facebook

Meadow Gardens @ Longwood Gardens
Butchart Gardens

Love Bomb @Jupiter Artland
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Adventure & New Experiences

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Skywalk, Kirstenbosch Botanic Zip Line, Eden Project

Gardens, South Africa
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Live Performance & Festivals

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Outdoor Stage, Singapore

Rose Fitzgerald Kennedy Greenway
Botanic Gardens

Conservancy Food Truck Day
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Experimental & Test Gardens

Source: Facebook Source: Wikipedia.org

Roma Street Park, Brisbane Australia

Dubuque Arboretum and Botanical Gardens
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Layered Narratives

Source: Top and bottom images - Facebook

Food Traditions @National Colonial

_ Bend in the Bow, Calgary
Farm & Eden Project App, UK
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Drop-in Activity & Themed Tours

Source: Delaware Nature Society website Source: Oxford University Botanic Gardens website

Delaware Nature Society Oxford University Botanic Gardens
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Signature Plants & Features

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Titan Arum, Eden Project Public Toilets, Longwood Gardens
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Garden Interpretation, Interactives & Activity Stations

Source: Pbs.twimg.com Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Adelaide Botanic Gardens Kew Gardens Brooklyn Botanic Gardens
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Permanent Galleries, Temporary

Exhibitions & Visible Storage

Source: Longwood Gardens (top); Facebook (bottom) Source: Facebook (top and bottom)

Secrets of Victoria, Longwood Gardens Christchurch Botanic Gardens

Brooklyn Botanic Garden Singapore Botanic Gardens
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Interdisciplinary Program Partnerships

Source: Facebook Source: Facebook

Burden Blossom Fire Dragon Longwood Gardens

@ Desert Botanical Garden
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Research & Education Partnerships

Source: Wikimedia Commons Source: Google Images

Center for Southeastern Ph.D Plant Biology and Conservation

Conservation, Atlanta @Northwestern & Chicago Botanic Garden
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DISCUSSION:
ISSUES AND
OPPORTUNITIES
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DISCUSSION:
Where do we
want to be?

BOTANIC

RESEARCH
CONSERVATION
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PUBLIC
PARK

PUBLIC
GARDEN

DISPLAY

AESTHETICS
EXPERIENTIAL




. STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES

 What is currently working well in the Gardens? What
features do you like?

« What do you feel are the main issues that need to be
addressed in the Gardens?
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. KEY OPPORTUNITIES

- What do you feel are the key opportunities?
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. VISION FOR THE REIMAGINED GARDENS

* In the future, | would like...
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Questions &
Next Steps
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NEXT STEPS

STUDY PROCESS

PHASE 2

Background Review,
Site Inventory &
Analysis

PHASE 4

Design
Development,
Feasibility & Phasing

PHASE 3

Concept Design
Options

PHASE 5

Management
Plan

PHASE 1
Project Start-Up

| | | | |
I I I l I
| | | | |
I I I I I
| | |
| | |
v v v

ENGAGEMENT PROCESS

Final Concept

Communications Issues - .
: o Vision/Programs Draft Concept Designh &
& Consultation Opportunities, : : :
Plan Needs & Desires & Design Options Design Management

Plan
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NEXT STEPS

YIMBY
Festival

Internal
Workshop
(2) &
Interviews

SAG
Workshop

(3

Online
Survey &

PHASE 2

Background Review, Site
Inventory & Analysis

Mapping
Tool
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What We
Heard
Report #1

Sounding
Boards

Thumbs
Up/
Thumbs
Down

Internal
Debrief &
Discussion

(4)

Public NEEDS
Open ASSESSMENT &
House #1 OUTLINE VISION

r
[
]
[
]
[
]
[

PHASE 3

» Concept Design
Options

Public
Open
House #2



. CONTRIBUTE & STAY INFORMED

D Sign up for our

D Project E-Newsletter

E’r Complete the Online Survey
™

www.surveymonkey.com/r/ReimaginetheGardens

Website

toronto.ca/edwardsgardens-tbg
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