Yonge Street
Linear Parks
Improvements

George Hislop Park, Norman Jewison Park
& Alexander Street Parkette

Concept Plan Options
5 November 2020

*Please note that all attendees have been muted and cameras
have been turned off until the discussion period.




Land Acknowledgment

We acknowledge the land we are meeting on is the traditional
territory of many nations including the Mississaugas of the Credit,
the Anishnabeg, the Chippewa, the Haudenosaunee and the
Wendat peoples and is now home to many diverse First Nations,
Inuit and Métis peoples. We also acknowledge that Toronto is
covered by Treaty 13 with the Mississaugas of the Credit.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE: RAISE YOUR HAND OR USE THE CHAT

To ask a question and share feedback, you can virtually raise your hand.

Via the internet browser Via the Webex App
Click the “..." button at the Click the Participants button at the
bottom of the video window bottom of the video (the Participants
IF YOU ARE and select “Raise Hand" or panel will open to the right). Then click
USING A “Chat”. the “Raise Hand"” or “"Chat” button at
COMPUTER the bottom right.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE: RAISE YOUR HAND OR USE THE CHAT

To ask a question and share feedback, you can virtually raise your hand or ask a question in the chat.

IF YOU ARE
USING A

SMARTPHONE
OR TABLET
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For smartphones

Click the Participants panel button
at the top right corner of the
screen. Then click “Raise Hand" or
"Chat” at the bottom right of the
screen.

F

or tablets

Click the Participants panel button at

t
t

ne bottom of the screen. Then click
ne “Raise Hand"” or “Chat” button at

t

ne bottom right.



Objective of the Meeting

To present and gather feedback on the preliminary park design
concepts and refinements of the master plan for George Hislop
Park, Norman Jewison Park, and Alexander Street Parkette. We
will also review high level concepts for the integrated LGBTQ2S+
public art component.
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5 mins

10 mins

20 mins

30 mins

10 mins

10 mins

5 mins

Welcome, Introductions
Consultation & Communications Update

Preliminary Park Design Concepts and Master Plan Refinements

Design Feedback & Discussion
Preliminary Integrated LGBTQ2S+ Public Art Concepts

Public Art Feedback & Discussion

Next Steps



Project Team

CITY OF TORONTO

Parks Forestry & Recreation

Nancy Chater
PFR Capital Projects
Senior Project Coordinator

Rajesh Sankat
Senior Public Consultation
Coordinator

Pablo Munoz
Senior Public Consultation
Coordinator

Catherine Dean

Economic Development and
Culture, Public Art Officer

/] ToRONTO

DESIGN TEAM

PMA Landscape Architects
Design Lead

Fung Lee
Principal Landscape Architect

Dylan Cassidy
Project Landscape Architect

Hannah Soules
Landscape Designer

Stanislav Jurkovic, uoai
Artist, Principal

Technical Consultant Team
Lighting Designer, Engineering
Consultants, Arborist

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Dept. of Words & Deeds
Engagement & Consultation

Jane Farrow
Facilitator

Pauline Craig
Notetaker



Internal and External Stakeholders

CITY OF TORONTO

Parks Forestry & Recreation Capital Projects
Parks Forestry & Recreation Parks Operations
Economic Development and Culture
Transportation Services

Urban Design

Community Planning

INDIGENOUS
CONSULTATION GROUP

Community Service Providers &

Design Professionals

Larry Frost, Executive Director, Native Canadian
Centre of Toronto

Brian Porter, Principal, Two Row Architect
Andrea Chrisjohn, Council Fire

David Parry, Council Fire

Pamela Hart, Executive Director, Native Women'’s
Resource Centre
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COMMUNITY RESOURCE GROUP ICRGII

Church Wellesley Neighbourhood Association
Robert Packham - Senior Project Coordinator
Connie Langille - Senior Public Consultation
Coordinator

Downtown East Action Plan
Monica Gupta

Pride Toronto
Bobby MacPherson, Director of Operations

CAN-Alliance
Jodi Cassidy, Vice-Chair

The 519

Curran Stikuts, Manager - Community Engagement

INSPIRE Awards Corporation
Joie Lamar, The Q Experience, Chairperson and
Project Engineer

Antoine Elhashem - President and Chair of the
Board

Buddies in Bad Times Theatre
Sean Daudlin

The Anndore House
Shivani Ruparell
George Sovatzis, General Manager

Friends of The Linear Parks

Kim Behrouzian, Manager, Public Consultation
Nikolas Koschany, Senior Public Consultation
Coordinator

Children’s Aid Society of Toronto

Juliana De Marco, HR Lead- Health & Safety,
Mo Fayaz, Director of IT & Property, Information
Technology

Church Wellesley BIA
Stephanie McCracken
Christopher Hudspeth

The Sanctuary
Allan Beattie, Executive Director
Alejandra Adarve, Artist in Residence



Communications &
Consultation Update

Consultation and Project Timelines
Consultation Update
What We Heard
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Consultation Timeline

STEP 1 STEP 2 STEP 3 STEP 4
SEPTEMBER 2020 LATE OCTOBER 2020 EARLY DECEMBER 2020 TBD 2021
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Consultation Update

Visual communications advertising the
upcoming Online Public Meeting were
posted in the parks on October 20
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Community Outreach & Consultation

September 18
Community Resource Group Meeting #1

September 28
Queer History, Culture, and Art Sub-Group Facilitation Meeting

October 21
Indigenous Placemaking Consultation Meeting
Meeting w. City Parks Operations & Maintenance Groups

November 5
Virtual Public Information Meeting

November 17
Buddies In Bad Times Theatre - Alexander St. Parkette Engagement

TBD
Park Users & Vulnerable Communities Qutreach
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Anticipated Project Timeline

FALL - WINTER 2020 WINTER 2021 SUMMER 2021 FALL 2022
TO SPRING 2023

0l ToRONTO 13



What We Heard

Community Resource Group Meeting #1, September 18

1. Acknowledge the diversity of people who use these parks.

2. Keep the parks flexible and design in a way that is inclusive
to all communities and for all types of activities.

3. Place a priority on safety when creating spaces for
programming and in the physical aspects of design.

4. Include elements that reflect the history of the parks and
neighbourhood.
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What We Heard

Indigenous Placemaking Consultation, October 21

/] ToRONTO

. Work with natural forces of the site to emphasize a message

of renewal (ex. sloping land, direction of sun exposure)

. Design and Decolonization: consider interventions that

are not human-centred, but consider other aspects of life or
movement including animals, rain, stormwater, and plant life.

. Reflect on local Indigenous history and culture.

15



Preliminary Park Design
Concepts & Refinements



How Did We Get Here?

The Yonge Street Linear Parks Improvements
project builds upon the 2017 Master Plan and
aims to reconfirm the vision and refresh the

priorities for how the park will be improved
to meet the current and future needs of your

community.

Master Plan Rendering, George Hislop Park, 2017
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Design Guidelines & Objectives
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Promote placemaking by incorporating the design language and materials which have
been established by the master plan and the construction of James Canning Gardens.

Create a continuous accessible pathway through George Hislop and Norman Jewison
Parks that connects to James Canning Gardens, complete with lighting, site furnishings,
and plantings (trees, lawns & horticulture).

Consider potential outdoor performance / gathering areas for programmed and
flexible events.

Integrate sustainable features and robust, resilient design that considers safety and
accessibility for all park users.

Explore pedestrian connectivity and programming opportunities to increase foot
traffic through the parks and engage with the neighbouring buildings such as Buddies
In Bad Times Theatre, Sanctuary, and the Andorre House.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation

/] ToRONTO

Pre-European Settlement

Moss Park Creek, a Tributary of Taddle Creek, originated
at the base of what is now Norman Jewison Park. The
creek was once a source of food and transportation
route for the Mississauga First Nation.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation
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1825

Early Land Division & development of roadways.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation

/] ToRONTO

1892

Map of Toronto's Streetcar and transportation lines,
prepared by the Toronto Railway Company. Yonge St.
shown In red.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation
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1953

Subway construction beneath the neighbourhood. The
excavation area has been covered over with concrete.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation
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1983

Surface parking for TTC users is the primary use of
what is now the linear park system.
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HISTORY

Evolution of Transportation

2010s

The parks today - a pedestrian commuter route, and respite
from the busy Yonge Street corridor. A vital green space in a
historically apartment neighbourhood

/] ToRONTO
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NATURAL HERITAGE

Forests and Ravines

O
YSLP
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Toronto as we know it is defined by ravines.
The Yonge St. Linear Parks sit at the precipice
of the Rosedale Valley ravine.
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NATURAL HERITAGE

Forests and Ravines

Forests, ravines, and creeks have the capacity to define
communities, from plant and animal habitats to human
transportation, recreation, and culture.

/] ToRONTO
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NATURAL HERITAGE

Forests and Ravines

/] ToRONTO

A Downtown Ravine

Take advantage of the picturesque tree canopy that
already exists in the parks while continuing to grow
Toronto's urban forest.
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
LGBTQ2S+ Community

The Heart, Home and Hub of All Things LGBTQ2S +

The area has long been the established arrival and transition place for the
LGBTQ2S+ community providing much needed support via its businesses,
amenities, social assistance, and residences. The parks can continue this legacy of
acting as the meeting place, much like what the Church Street Steps provided.

/] ToRONTO
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CULTURAL HERITAGE
LGBTQ2S+ Community

Support LGBTQ2S+ Pride and Advocacy

The parks can act as a forum for the community’s legacy of LGBTQ2S+ activism and
pride - through the integrated public art, seasonal programming and/or events and
performances, through interpretive features and naming and designing for inclusivity.

/] ToRONTO
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CULTURAL HERITAGE

Indigenous Placemaking

/] ToRONTO

Indigenous Placekeeping and Placemaking

Opportunities to recreate deep relationships with nature: through landform,
rain/water and restorative planting. Recognition of local indigenous events
and ‘firsts’ such as the first Native Canadian Centre of Toronto, and the first

game of the first Indigenous NHL player, Fred Sasakamoose, at Maple Leaf
Gardens.
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CONTINUE

CONNECT THE cl%E?%?(-II-EEEI-I(-IS-IDE CULTURAL
PARKS TO THE  ORECT LEGACIES AND

NEIGHBOURHOOD AND RAVINE ADVOCATE
& THE CITY ANDECAPES FOR INCLUSIVE

SPACES AND NEW
NARRATIVES
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NORTH

Norman Jewison Park Alexander Street Parkette

George Hislop Park
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Alexander Street Parkette

Norman Jewison Park

George Hislop Park

Gloucester Lane

Maitland Terr.
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George Hislop Park

Children’s Aid
Society
Sanctuary
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The Andorre House < Ehwa J Bar
—
@ NORTH Legend ]  Existing Tree @ Unit Paved Entry
tenet Plaza
. New Tree @ Cafe Terrace w. Furniture &
Filter Paving
@ Shrub & Perennial
Planting

@ Corten Steel Arch
w. Lighting
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Isabella Street

@ Play Area

(7) TTC Air Intake Vent

Crossing w. Table-Top /
Special Paving / Other

Traffic Calming
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Norman Jewison Park

@ NORTH
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Ontario Confederation of University
Faculty Associations

(2 TPA Parking Lot

Gloucester Lane

Multi-Unit Retail

. + Existing Tree

0 New Tree

@ Unit Paved Entry
Plaza

@ Pedestrian Access Point

@ Shrub & Perennial
Planting

@ Corten Steel Arch
w. Lighting

©,

Gloucester Street

@ Central Lawn

@ Dog Relief Area

@ Barney’s Fountain

Crossing w. Table-Top /
Special Paving / Other

Traffic Calming
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Perspective
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GLOUCESTER STREET PROPOSED
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES

EXISTING TREES RETAINED

PROPOSED INFORMAL
SEATING

PROPOSED DOG
RELIEF AREA

View of Norman Jewison Park, looking south toward the dog
relief area and entry forecourt from the Central Lawn.
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Alexander Street Parkette

Multi-Unit
Residential Tower

/] ToRONTO

Sky Gilbert Lane

La Nuit Shanghai

Buddies In Bad
Times Theatre

Maitland Terrace

Multi-Unit
Residential Tower
Under Construction

Alexander Street

Legend

- N

-: '+ Existing Tree

/

° New Tree

@ Pedestrian Mews

@ Central Lawn
@ Theatre Promenade

@ Terraced Seating Walls

@ NORTH

@ Community Plaza

@ Ex. Underground
Parking Pavilion

@ Entry Forecourt
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Perspective

POTENTIAL FOR A LOCAL BUSINESS’S
MARKET ALONG SKY GILBERT LANE

(TOWARDS PARKS NORTHERN EDGE)

IMPROVED VISUAL +

PHYSICAL CONNECTION TO SKY

EXISTING TREES RETA

/] ToRONTO

GILBERT LANE

PROPOSED EXTERIOR FLEXIBLE GATHERING

SPACE + SEATING
INED

PROPOSED IMPROVED CONNECTION TO
LANEWAY TO MAITLAND STREET (PENDING
CITY APPROVAL)

EXISTING STRUCTURE TO
BE RETAINED

View of Alexander Street Parkette, looking north
towards the Community Plaza from Alexander Street.
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Alexander Street Parkette

Norman Jewison Park

George Hislop Park

Gloucester Lane

Maitland Terr.
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George Hislop Park

Charles Street East

@ NORTH
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Sanctuary

The Andorre House

Legend L

Existing Tree

New Tree

)
c
®
—

@ Unit Paved Entry
Plaza

Children’s Aid
Soclety

' O,

Ehwa J Bar

@ Corten Steel Arch
w. Lighting

@ Cafe Terrace w. Furniture & @ Lawn

Filter Paving

@ Shrub & Perennial @ Central Plaza

Planting

Isabella Street

@ Play Area

‘ Event Terraces

@ TTC Air Intake Vent
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Perspective

PROPOSED PLAY + CONNECTION
TO ADJACENT CHILDRENS AID
SOCIETY

/] ToRONTO

CHILDREN’S AID SOCIETY OF
TORONTO

ISABELLA STREET PROPOSED
TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES

EXISTING TTC VENT

PROPOSED CONNECTION TO
EXISTING LANEWAY (PENDING
REVIEW + APPROVAL)

View of George Hislop Park, looking south toward
the Central Plaza and Event Terraces.
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Norman Jewison Park
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Alexander Street Parkette

Multi-Unit
Residential Tower
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Sky Gilbert Lane

La Nuit Shanghai

Buddies In Bad
Times Theatre

Maitland Terrace

Multi-Unit
Residential Tower
Under Construction

Alexander Street

Legend

- ~

- . Existing Tree

\ /

~ -

. New Tree

@ Pedestrian Mews

@ Sloped Garden Walk

@ Theatre Promenade

@ Event Plaza

@ NORTH

@ Performance Terraces

@ Ex. Underground
Parking Pavilion

@ Community Plaza

Entry Forecourt
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Perspective

POTENTIAL FOR A LOCAL BUSINESS’S
MARKET ALONG SKY GILBERT LANE

(TOWARDS PARKS NORTHERN EDGE) PROPOSED IMPROVED CONNECTION TO

LANEWAY TO MAITLAND STREET (PENDING

PHYSICAL CONNECTION TO SKY

EXISTING TREES RETA
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GILBERT LANE

EXISTING STRUCTURE TO
PROPOSED EXTERIOR FLEXIBLE GATHERING BE RETAINED

SPACE + SEATING
INED

View of Alexander Street Parkette, looking north towards the
Community Plaza and Event Plaza from Alexander Street.
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Indigenous Placemaking & Placekeeping Strategies

Program and event space to accommodate
gatherings, ceremonies and education

/] ToRONTO

Indigenous placekeeping through

materials, art, and historic references.

Incorporation of plantings or natural
processes representative of local or original
ecologies that hold cultural and spiritual
significance to Indigenous peoples.
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ENTRY PLAZAS
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FLEXIBLE PLAY
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DOG RELIEF
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PATHWAYS
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PEDESTRIAN MEWS
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GATHERING SPACES

/] ToRONTO
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Discussion

Design Feedback
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Design Discussion

/] ToRONTO

1. Circulation

What’s the right balance of movement/circulation, versus places
for people to sit, gather and relax?

Where should people gather - at the entryways or centralized
Interior plazas/nodes?

2. Seating
Where should we prioritize seating?
Entrances? Along pathways? Centralized?

3. Green Space + Trees

Do you have any feedback on the proportions of space allocated
to planting versus paving/hardscaping?

52



Design Discussion

/] ToRONTO

4. Play spaces
Do you have feedback on the location of the play spaces?

5. Safety

Of the features in the two plans is there something specific that
gives park users a greater sense of overall safety?

6. Dog relief

Do you have any feedback on the location or size of the dog relief
area proposed for Norman Jewison Park?

In which of the parks do you spend most timing walking your dog?
Should we consider additional dog relief areas?
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE: RAISE YOUR HAND OR USE THE CHAT

To ask a question and share feedback, you can virtually raise your hand.

IF YOU ARE

USING A
COMPUTER
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Via the internet browser
Click the “.." button at the
bottom of the video window

and select "Raise Hand" or
“"Chat”.

Via the Webex App

Click the Participants button at the
bottom of the video (the Participants
panel will open to the right). Then click
the "Raise Hand" or “Chat” button at
the bottom right.
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HOW TO PARTICIPATE: RAISE YOUR HAND OR USE THE CHAT

To ask a question and share feedback, you can virtually raise your hand or ask a question in the chat.
For smartphones For tablets
Click the Participants panel button Click the Participants panel button at
IF YOU ARE at the top right corner of the the bottom of the screen. Then click
USING A screen. Then click “Raise Hand"” or the “Raise Hand” or “Chat” button at
SMARTPHONE SCCIrh:etn at the bottom right of the the bottom right.

OR TABLET

/] ToRONTO

55



Flow

Option 1

}924)S JIdpuexa|y

aueq yaq|Io LS

}93.43)S 13}S90N0|D)

Gloucester Lane

}92.3S ej|aqes]

\\\\\\\\\\\\\

}seqg }9a4)S sajeyd

Nodes

Option 2

19243 JIdpuexa|y

aueq uaq|Io LS

}93.43)S 13}S9dN0|DH)

Gloucester Lane

}92.3S ej|aqes]

\\\\\\\\\\\\\

}seqg 39a4)S sajeyd

56

NORTH

Norman Jewison Park Alexander Street Parkette

George Hislop Park
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Preliminary Integrated
LGBTQ2S+ Public Art Concepts



What We Heard

Queer Art Sub-Group Meeting, September 28
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1. A universal queer theme is Positive Visibility. This area is where we could finally
be seen by the rest of the city.

2. Abstract and conceptual representations may lead to broader and more open

Interpretations.

3. Historically, park spaces have provided space that enables non-normative ways
of being for LGBTQ2S+ communities. Consider spaces to allow for people to
come together and use park space on their own terms.

4. Elements of light, brightness or reflectivity can draw people into the

park and would be welcomed.

5. Explore reflections on the idea of Queer Space as the act of creating a space In
a way that wasn't originally designed for LGBTQ2S+ communities, individuals,
and identities.
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Charles Street East

Charles Street East

Option 1: The Dance

Variation 1

The Sanctuary

The Andorre House

Variation 2

The Sanctuary

The Andorre House
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Children’s Aid Society

Children’s Aid Society

George Hislop Park

Isabella Street

Isabella Street

Detail of Variation 1

NORTH @ 60



Option 1: The Dance

Approach From Isabella Street
(1| ToRonTo
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Option 1: The Dance

View Within Space, With Lighting

Section With Projected Sightlines

/] ToRONTO

Reference for continuous looped
projection content to be created for
IThe Dancell
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Option 1: The Dance
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Aerial View From Southwest

Legend

@ Integrated Colour Surface
“Dance Floor”
-Rubber or Thermoplast Coating
-Light and Projection Animate
the Surface by Evening

@ Manipulated Steel Arch w.
Stainless Steel Mirror Finish

@ Refractive “"Boulders” in
Stainless Steel Mirror Finish

@ Play Area Geometry from
Landscape Design
Form Re-appropriated for
the Space of “The Dance”

@ Corten Steel Arch per
Landscape Design
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Option 2: Artifacts - Concept

Toronto City Grid
(/] ToRONTO

Queering the Toronto Grid

Scaling the Realigned City Into
George Hislop Park
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Option 2: Artifacts

Charles Street East
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The Sanctuary Children’s Aid Society

George Hislop Park

The Andorre House

ARTIFACTS OF THE INDIVIDUAL, THE INTIMATE, THE COMMUNAL, & THE COLLECTIVE

Isabella Street
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Option 2: Artifacts

View South Through the
North Artifact: Mirror
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View South Within the Park
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Option 2: Artifacts

View North Within the Park
(/] ToRONTO 67



Option 2: Artifacts
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Aerial View from Southwest

Potential Artifacts

Kitchen Table

(9) Ccircle
Stage

@ Podium Towards City Hall

INDIVIDUAL

COMMUNAL

INTIMATE

COLLECTIVE
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Discussion
Public Art Feedback
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Design Discussion
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1. Do you have any comments on artwork that is
concentrated versus artwork that is dispersed across the
park?

2. Do you have any comments on artwork that integrates
lighting and/or projection?

3. Do you have any further comments on integrated
sculptural or interactive artwork?
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Next Steps...

Take part in the Online Survey running from November 5 to November 22.
Promote and attend the next online Public Meeting on December 9, 2020.

Visit the Project Website - www.toronto.ca/YongelLinearParks
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Post-Meeting Feedback
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For further comments, contact:

Jane Farrow, Department of Words & Deeds, Facilitator
jane@janefarrow.ca

647-500-0385

For more information, contact:

Nancy Chater, Scnior Project Coordinator, PER Capital Projects
nancy.chater@toronto.ca
416-338-5237

Thank you!

.
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