
CITY CLERK

Clause embodied in Report No. 7 of the Humber York Community Council, as adopted by
the Council of the City of Toronto at its meeting held on September 22, 23, 24
and 25, 2003.

57

384 Sunnyside Avenue (Howard Park Methodist Church)
Authority to Enter into a Heritage Easement Agreement

(Ward 14 - Parkdale-High Park)

(City Council on September 22, 23, 24 and 25, 2003, adopted this Clause, without amendment.)

The Humber York Community Council recommends that:

(1) the following report (July 30, 2003) from the Commissioner, Economic
Development, Culture and Tourism, be adopted;

(2) the Commissioner, Economic Development, Culture and Tourism, request the
applicant to make a financial contribution towards heritage preservation in the
community.

Purpose:

To obtain Council authority to enter into a Heritage Easement Agreement to provide for the
permanent  protection of the heritage building known as the Howard Park Methodist Church at
384 Sunnyside Avenue.

Financial Implications and Impact Statement :

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.

Recommendations :

It is recommended that:

(1) the owner enter into and register a Heritage Easement Agreement for the listed building
with the City prior to issuance of any building permits and that alterations permitted by
the Heritage Easement Agreement be in accordance with approved Site Plan Application
No. 303002;

(2) the owner provide a Conservation Plan detailing interventions and conservation work to
the satisfaction of the Manager, Heritage Preservation Services, prior to the issuance of a
building permit;
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(3) the owner document the building prior to any alterations, particularly to the interior;

(4) the owner provide Heritage Preservation Services with two (2) copies of the required
photographs for inclusion in the Heritage Easement Agreement;

(5) the owner provide financial security in an amount and form satisfactory to the
Commissioner of Economic Development, Culture and Tourism, to implement the
Conservation Plan, prior to the issuance of any building permit;

(6) the owner provide exterior architectural details to the satisfaction of the Manager,
Heritage Preservation Services prior to the approval of any site plan;

(7) authority be granted by City Council for the execution of a Heritage Easement
Agreement under Section 37 of the Ontario Heritage Act with the owner of
384 Sunnyside Avenue, using substantially the form of easement agreement prepared in
February 1987 by the City Solicitor and on file with the City Clerk, subject to such
amendments as may be deemed necessary by the City Solicitor in consultation with the
Manager, Heritage Preservation Services, and;

(8) the appropriate City Officials be authorized and directed to take the necessary action to
give effect thereto.

Background:

The property at 384 Sunnyside Avenue (Attachment No.1) contains the building known as
Howard Park Methodist Church (currently Howard Park Pentecostal Church).  The building
(Attachment No. 2)  is a good example of Neo-Gothic styling and an important neighbourhood
feature on Sunnyside Avenue.  On January 21, 2003, City Council listed the property in the City
of Toronto’s Inventory of Heritage Properties.

On 2002, the applicant applied to the Committee of Adjustment for variances to the Zoning
By-law.  The Committee, as its meeting held on November 12, 2002, granted the variances
subject to the following condition, among others:

- The applicant agree to allow the property to be listed [on the Inventory of Heritage
Properties] as requested by Heritage Preservation Services staff.

The City has now received an application for approval of a Site Plan (Application No. 303002)
to convert the existing church at 384 Sunnyside Avenue into a residential condominium.

Comments:

The applicant proposes to substantially preserve the existing exterior of the building.  A heritage
architect has been engaged to advise the applicant regarding appropriate architectural details.
The site plan has not yet been finalized.  However, Culture Division staff supports the general
nature of the proposed development.  Since the proposed use will have visual impacts on the
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heritage building, exterior architectural details of the development must be resolved prior to the
approval of the site plan.

In order to provide permanent protection for the listed building at 384 Sunnyside Avenue,
Culture Division staff are requesting that the owner enter into the a Heritage Easement
Agreement (HEA).  The HEA will permit alterations to the building in accordance with Site Plan
Application No. 303002 when it is approved.

As the development involves interventions in the heritage building, a Conservation Plan,
satisfactory to the Manager, Heritage Preservation Services, will be required prior to the issuance
of a building permit and for inclusion in the Heritage Easement Agreement.  This plan will
provide detailed drawings and specifications designed to mitigate the impact of interventions in
the heritage building, in acordance with generally accepted conservation principles.  To ensure
fulfilment of the conservation plan and protection of the heritage building during construction,
security from the owner, satisfactory to the Commissioner, will be required.

Conclusions :

An adaptive reuse for a residential condominium of the existing church at
384 Sunnyside Avenue, a listed building, is proposed.  This development will affect the heritage
features of the building. It is appropriate at this time to grant authority to enter into a Heritage
Easement Agreement to provide for the permanent protection of the Howard Park Methodist
Church.

Contact:

Rita Davies
Executive Director of Culture
Tel: 416-397-5323,  Fax: 416-395-0278
E-mail:  rdavies@toronto.on.ca

(The Attachments 1 and 2 referred to in the foregoing report were forwarded to all Members of
the Humber York Community Council with the agenda for its meeting on September 9, 2003,
and copies are on file in the office of the City Clerk, York Civic Centre.)

_________

The following persons appeared before the Humber York Community Council in connection
with the foregoing matter:

- Jean Simonton, High Park Residents Association


