
Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council Item 26.28, 

as adopted by City of Toronto Council on October 8, 9, 10 and 11, 2013 

 

CITY OF TORONTO 

 

BY-LAW No. 75-2014 

 

To designate the property at 141 McCaul Street (Redemptorists Monastery) as being of 

cultural heritage value or interest. 

 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 

designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 

value or interest; and 

 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 141 McCaul Street 

(Redemptorists Monastery) as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto caused to be served upon the owners of the land and 

premises known as 141 McCaul Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention 

to designate the property and caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's web site 

for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, 

Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and  

 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule "A" to this by-law; 

 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

 

1. The property at 141 McCaul Street, more particularly described in Schedule "B" and 

shown on Schedule "C" attached to this by-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage 

value or interest. 

 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 

property described in Schedule "B" to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 

of the property at 141 McCaul Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 

notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's web site for a period of 30 days in 

accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, 

§ 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

 

Enacted and passed on January 30, 2014. 

 

 

 

 

Frances Nunziata, Ulli S. Watkiss, 

 Speaker City Clerk 

 

(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE "A" 

REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

STATEMENT OF SIGNFICANCE 

 

Description 

 

The property at 141 McCaul Street is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the 

Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets the criteria for municipal 

designation prescribed by the Province of Ontario under the three categories of design, 

associative and contextual values. A two-and-a-half story buff brick building, on a raised 

sandstone basement with a mansard roof and entry porch culminating in a gable with crucifix, 

the Redemptorists Monastery (1886) is located mid-block at 141 McCaul Street adjacent to the 

Church of St Patrick (1908) and the Church of our Lady of Carmel (1869-70) (the first 

St. Patrick church). The site was listed on the City of Toronto Inventory of Heritage Properties in 

2006. 

 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

 

Designed in the High Victorian Gothic style, the Redemptorists Monastery is valued because it is 

a rare example of a well-crafted nineteenth century purpose-built monasteryin the downtown of 

the City of Toronto. The Redemptorists Monastery is an important example of Toronto's High 

Victorian Gothic style consistently applied in the variety created in the combination of materials, 

brick and stone patterns and textures, varying window patterns and types and in the complex 

massing and silhouette created by the porch, wings and chimneys. 

 

The Redemptorists Monastery has associative value as the first location of the Redemptorist 

Congregation in the City of Toronto following an invitation from Bishop Laurent to the order in 

Baltimore to establish a centre at St Patrick's parish. It is historically significant as the centre for 

outreach programs to the poor, homeless, unemployed and new citizens from the time of their 

location here in 1881 up to the present. The monastery is further significant as from 1912-68 it 

served as the Canadian English-speaking headquarters of the Redemptorists which extended their 

contribution provincially, nationally and internationally through a variety of multi-faceted 

missions. 

 

Contextually, the Redemptorists Monastery is a landmark in the Grange neighbourhood by virtue 

of its prominent placement, composition and scale on McCaul Street. It is part of a precinct 

including three other prominent properties: St Patrick's church, Our Lady of Carmel church and 

the Catholic Settlement House. It is historically, physically, functionally and visually related to 

its surroundings where it is an integral part of this institutional precinct on the block bound by 

McCaul, St Patrick, Elm Streets and Dundas Street West. In the Grange neighbourhood this 

precinct represents the spiritual, material, social and cultural contribution of the Redemptorists to 

a variety of ethnic immigrants and communities throughout the past 130 years. 
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Heritage Attributes 

 

The heritage attributes on the exterior of the Redemptorists Monastery are: 

 

 The location of the building adjacent to St Patrick's church and Catholic Settlement 

House to the south and in proximity to Our Lady of Mount Carmel church to the east on 

St. Patrick Street 

 The 2 ½ story massing on a raised basement with projecting wings, a central entry porch 

on the west façade with a gable above and a two story extension on the east façade at the 

north corner 

 The rectangular plan with the projecting wings, porch and east extension with one long 

face oriented to the street 

 The sandstone foundation and details, buff brick cladding of the upper structure, wood 

and metal details 

 The mansard roof 

 The first floor window openings with their segmental arched heads, the second floor and 

dormer windows with their lancets shapes and trefoils arches and the quatrefoil window 

beneath the gable, the dormer windows with lancet shape and roofs and the basement 

windows 

 The two chimneys on the west façade and the two chimneys on the south façade 

 The details combining buff brick and sandstone in a variety of patterns and textures 

including the raised brick string courses, the saw-tooth bricks in the pilasters and the 

decorative relief patterns in the central gable and in the panels of the chimneys as well as 

the use of stone in the rusticated foundation, the imposts and keystones at the window 

heads, the window sills, and the string courses and bases on the porch piers 

 The religious iconography present in various decorations including the carved wood 

tympanum in the porch depicting the Christian cross on a shield and the shamrocks 

associated with St Patrick, the console brackets at the eaves of the porch with cross 

reliefs, the cross patterns in the brick above the porch and the crucifix at the top of the 

gable 

 The decoration of the top of the gable above the porch with the crucifix, the metal panel 

incised with a square and circle pattern, the metal gable coping and its ends terminating 

in pediments with trefoil motifs 

 The cornerstone with its crest and motto 
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SCHEDULE "B" 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 

Part of PIN 21208-0322 (LT) 

 

Part of Block B on Plan D-153, part of 3 Foot Reserve west side St Patrick Street on 

Plan 1-49-55 and part of Park Lot 13 Concession 1 From the Bay designated as PARTS 12 and 

13 on Plan 66R-21755 

 

City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 

Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 

 

The hereinbefore described land being delineated by heavy outline on Sketch No. PS-2013-116 

dated December 18, 2013, as set out in Schedule "C". 
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