
Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE3.13, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
February 26, 2019 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 77-2020 
 
To designate the property at 167 Queen Street East (including the entrance address at  
169 Queen Street East) as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 167 Queen Street East 
(including the entrance address at 169 Queen Street East) as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 167 Queen Street East (including the entrance address at 169 Queen 
Street East) upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention to designate the property, and 
has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice 
requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 
 
1. The property at 167 Queen Street East (including the entrance address at 169 Queen 

Street East), more particularly described in Schedule B attached to this by-law, is 
designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property 167 Queen Street East (including the entrance address at 169 Queen Street 
East) at and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause notice of this by-law to be 
posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code 
Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on January 29, 2020. 

Frances Nunziata, Ulli S. Watkiss, 
 Speaker City Clerk 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

167 QUEEN STREET EAST 
 
Reasons for Designation 
The property at 167 Queen Street East (including the entrance address at 169 Queen Street East 
and representing two of ten properties in the Thomas J. Wilkie block), is worthy of designation 
under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets 
Ontario Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation under all 
three categories of design, associative and contextual value. 
 
Description 
Located at the south-east corner of Queen Street East and George Street, the property at 
167 Queen Street East (including the entry address at 169 Queen Street East) represents two of 
the original ten properties in the ten-unit block known as 167-185 Queen Street East constructed 
in 1886-7 for Thomas J. Wilkie. The three-storey brick-clad block contained commercial space 
at the ground floor level and residential accommodation above. 
 
The property is located in the King- Parliament Secondary Plan Area and was one of the 
properties identified as having heritage potential in the King-Parliament Secondary Plan Review 
– Proposed Secondary Plan which was adopted without amendment by the Toronto and East 
York Council on October 10, 2019 and by City Council on October 29, 2019. 
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 
The Thomas J. Wilkie block is representative of a late-19th century commercial and residential 
block in the High Victorian style with elements of the Richardsonian Romanesque style. The 
High Victorian style is chiefly characterized by variety and richness of detail and is evident in 
the plan of the building with its differently sized shop units, in the massing which originally 
included a corner tower and in the combination of materials, window types and the sculptural 
relief of surfaces seen in the brick relief moulding, wood shopfronts and cornices, pierced wood 
headers - all of which indicate a high degree of originality and craftsmanship. The Richardsonian 
Romanesque elements are present in the original corner tower elements, especially in the large 
arched openings. 
 
The Wilkie block has historic value for its association with Thomas J. Wilkie (d.1916) who is 
renowned for his leadership of YMCA in Toronto and ultimately throughout the United States 
and Canada, and who, with his brother John N. Wilkie, contributed to the development of Long 
Branch as a summer resort which has since become a vibrant lake-front community. 
 
The Wilkie block is valued as it represents the late-19th century community which developed 
around this section of Queen Street, as an urban townscape combining industrial, commercial 
and residential functions, lining one of the city's major cross-routes. It is valued for its historic 
association with Queen Street, the original boundary between the Town of York and the Park 
Lots estates to the north, with George Street, one of the original streets of the ten-block Town of 
York established in 1793, and for its association with the history and development of the King-
Parliament neighbourhood in the late 19th century. 
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Contextually, this three-storey, High Victorian, brick commercial block maintains the scale, form 
and massing, materiality and patterns of use of this section of Queen Street East, particularly 
between Mutual Street and Seaton Street. Located on the north edge of the King-Parliament 
Secondary Plan Area which contains the historic 1793 Town of York, it supports the character of 
the area as it represents the late 19th century development of the neighbourhood with 
commercial, residential and industrial buildings and consistent urban street walls. Situated at the 
south-east intersection of Queen Street, (originally known as Lot Street), which separated the 
town to the south from park lot estates to the north, and George Street which was the western 
boundary of the original Town, the properties are physically, visually and historically linked to 
their surroundings. 
 
Heritage Attributes 
The heritage attributes of the property at 167 Queen Street East (including the entry address at 
169 Queen Street East) are: 
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the mixed-use commercial block at the south-east 

corner of Queen Street East and George Street 
 
• The scale, form and massing of the three-storey building 
 
• The materials including the brick, stone and precast stone elements and wood 
 
• Above the shop front, on the north and west elevations, the wood cornice and entablature 

with its dentil course and moulded corner element above the column and the projecting metal 
cornice 

 
• The window openings on both the north and west elevations which are flat-headed 

supporting stone lintels flanked by brick pilasters or arched with pre-cast keystones and stone 
imposts 

 
• The brick moulding and decorative elements seen in the pilasters, corbelling, string courses 

at the tops of pilasters and over arched window heads on both the north and west elevation 
 

• Brick and stone belt courses 
 
• The cornice at the top of the building  
 
The rear cement block addition is not included in the heritage attributes. 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 

PIN 21094-0102 (LT) 
LOTS 1 AND 2, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0103 (LT) 
LOT 3, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0251 (LT) 
LOT 4, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0252 (LT) 
LOT 5, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0207 (LT) 
LOT 6, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0105 (LT) 
LOT 7, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0106 (LT) 
LOT 8, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0107 (LT) 
LOT 9, REGISTERED PLAN 772 

 
PIN 21094-0108 (LT) 
LOT 10, REGISTERED PLAN 772 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office 
(No. 66) 
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