
Authority:  Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE11.10, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
December 17 and 18, 2019 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 237-2020 
 
To designate the properties at 61-69 Niagara Street as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the properties at 61-69 Niagara Street as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 61-69 Niagara Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, 
Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

1. The property at 61-69 Niagara Street, more particularly described in Schedule B attached 
to this by-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the properties of 61-69 Niagara Street at and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to 
cause notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on February 26, 2020.  

Frances Nunziata, Ulli S. Watkiss, 
 Speaker City Clerk 
 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

61-69 NIAGARA STREET 
 
Reasons for Designation 
The properties at 61-69 Niagara Street are worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the 
Ontario Heritage Act for their cultural heritage value, and meet Ontario Regulation 9/06, the 
provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation under all three categories of design, 
associative and contextual value. 
 
Description 
Located on the south side of the street west of Bathurst Street and adjacent to the  
mid-19th century heritage property at 89-109 Niagara Street in the South Niagara District 
neighbourhood, the properties at 61-69 Niagara Street contain five two-storey Late Victorian-era 
row houses completed in 1885 by original owner William H. Essery, and first occupied by 
working class families. The subject properties are part of a larger set of seventeen row houses 
built together by the Essery family at 55-87 Niagara Street. Two of these  
(75 and 77 Niagara Street) were demolished in 1963 to accommodate a public laneway. While 
their loss interrupts the original contiguous row, the overall integrity of the historic row is not 
negatively impacted. In August 2014, City Council adopted the South Niagara Planning Strategy, 
which includes a Heritage Study identifying the subject properties as having potential cultural 
heritage value for their contribution to defining, supporting and maintaining the late 19th-century 
character of the area. 
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 
The properties at 61-69 Niagara Street are valued for their design as part of an intact set of 
fifteen remaining 2-storey Victorian-era row houses constructed together in 1885-1886 and 
representative of the rise of speculative development in downtown Toronto in the  
late-nineteenth century to meet the housing demands of a burgeoning population. With their 
polychromatic brickwork, shared scale, and organization of the principal (north) elevations, these 
paired and mirrored row houses are unified by the rhythm of the placement of their window and 
door openings.  
 
The subject properties are also valued for their association with the Essery family, who owned 
and developed nearly the entire portion of the south side of Niagara Street between Bathurst and 
Tecumseth over the course of the 1880s. After establishing The Essery Manufacturing Company 
on the site of today’s National Casket Company Factories heritage property at the west end of the 
block in the early 1880s, the local manufacturers and builders William H. and William L. Essery 
purchased the vacant lots at 55-87 Niagara Street on speculation and promptly sold them 
following development. 
 
The Essery Row, including 61-69 Niagara Street, provides a consistent stretch of building fabric 
that is valued for its importance in defining, maintaining and supporting the historical character 
of the South Niagara District neighbourhood in the late-1800s as a largely working class 
residential community with larger scale industrial uses along its southern edge, including the 
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adjacent National Casket Company Factories complex, which was also once the location of the 
Essery Manufacturing Company. 
 
Comprising five two-storey row houses within the set of remaining fifteen dwellings built 
together, the properties at 61-69 Niagara Street are historically and visually linked to their setting 
along the northern edge of the CPR and GTR railway tracks, and within an area that has 
maintained a consistent built form, pattern of use and heritage character established more than 
120 years ago. 
 
Heritage Attributes 
The heritage attributes of all five house-form buildings at 61-69 Niagara Street are: 
 
• The location of the row houses on the south side of Niagara Street, including the set back and 

orientation 
 
• The scale, form and massing of the row houses including their two-storey height and  

L-shaped plan on a raised basement, and gable roof with each mirrored pair containing a 
central cross-gable on the principal (north) elevation 

 
• The mirrored organization of the principal (north) elevations with their side-by-side 

entrances, single-storey bay windows and symmetrically-arranged windows at the second 
floor level 

 
• On the principal (north) elevations, the segmental-arched window and door openings 
 
• The materials with the red brick cladding and buff brick detailing, the pointed buff brick 

headers above all openings, and the existing wooden window- and door-frames and sills 
 
• On the principal (north) elevations, the transom surmounting the main entrance 
  



4 
City of Toronto By-law 237-2020 

 
SCHEDULE B 

 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

 
61 Niagara Street  
PIN 21241-0090 (LT) 
LOT 6, REGISTERED PLAN 507, PART OF BLOCK A, REGISTERED PLAN 655, 
DESIGNATED AS PART 6, PLAN 64R-14210, PART 7, PLAN 64R-15954 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
 
63 Niagara Street  
PIN 21241-0089 (LT) 
LOT 7, REGISTERED PLAN 507, PART OF BLOCK A, REGISTERED PLAN 655, 
DESIGNATED AS PART 7, PLAN 64R-14210, PART 8, PLAN 64R-15954 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
 
65 Niagara Street 
PIN 21241-0088 (LT) 
LOT 8, REGISTERED PLAN 507, PART OF BLOCK A, REGISTERED PLAN 655, 
DESIGNATED AS PART 8, PLAN 64R-14210, PART 9, PLAN 64R-15954 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
 
67 Niagara Street 
PIN 21241-0087 (LT) 
LOT 9, REGISTERED PLAN 507, PART OF BLOCK A, REGISTERED PLAN 655, 
DESIGNATED AS PART 9, PLAN 64R-14210, PART 10, PLAN 64R-15954 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
 
69 Niagara Street  
PIN 21241-0086 (LT) 
LOT 10, REGISTERED PLAN 507, PART OF BLOCK A, REGISTERED PLAN 655, 
DESIGNATED AS PART 10, PLAN 64R-14210, PART 11, PLAN 64R-15954 

 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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