
Authority: Toronto and East York Community Council 
Item TE24.12, as adopted by City of Toronto Council on 
May 5 and 6, 2021 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 635-2021 
 
To designate the property at 260 Church Street as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest. 
 
Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 
 
Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 260 Church Street as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 
 
Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 260 Church Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, 
Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality; and 
 
Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 
 
The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 
 
1. The property at 260 Church Street, more particularly described in Schedule B attached to 

this by-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property 260 Church Street at and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice of this by-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on July 16, 2021. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker City Clerk 
 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

 
The Sterling Bank 
The property at 260 Church Street, containing a former local branch of the Sterling  
Bank, is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its 
cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for 
municipal designation, under all three categories of design, associative and contextual value. 
 
Description 
The property at 260 Church Street is located at the southwest corner of Church Street and 
Dundas Street East, and contains a three-storey mixed use building with retail at ground level 
and residential units above. The building was originally constructed in 1913 as a local branch of 
the Sterling Bank and continued to serve as a banking institution until the late 20th century. A 
one-storey rear addition fronting Dundas Street East was likely constructed in the 1920s. 
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 
 
Design and Physical Value 
The building at 260 Church Street has design value as a fine example of an early twentieth 
century bank in the Edwardian Classical style. The steel and reinforced concrete construction is 
clad with red brick and stone, the latter materials being typical of period bank buildings in 
Toronto. The decorative stone and red brick detailing on the east and north elevations features 
grand, two-storey stone pilasters with fluted capitals surmounted by a stone cornice with 
entablature containing the words "The Sterling Bank of Canada." 
 
Historical and Associative Value 
The property is valued for its historic associations with the Sterling Bank, a chartered Canadian 
bank established in 1905 that expanded to over fifty branches across the Province by the time the 
current building at 260 Church Street was constructed in 1913 and before merging with Standard 
Bank in 1924 and, subsequently, the Canadian Bank of Commerce in 1928. 
 
The property also valued for its association with John M. Lyle (1872-1945), who has been 
declared to be "one of Canada's outstanding architects of the first half of the twentieth century. 
"9 Early in his career and with his foreign training and practice, Lyle was a great proponent of 
the Beaux Arts style and the City Beautiful Movement. The Hamilton-born architect became the 
favoured designer of the Canadian banking industry in the early twentieth century and would go 
on to design over 55 banks across Canada, more than 30 of those within Toronto. The property at 
260 Church Street is unique within this collection for being the only Toronto branch of the 
Sterling Bank designed by Lyle. 
 
Contextual Value 
In its prominent position anchoring the southwest corner of Church and Dundas streets, the 
Sterling Bank building at 260 Church Street has contextual value as its scale, setback and style 
are visually and physically linked to the Garden District neighbourhood where it represents the 
early-20th century commercial character of Church Street's land development history and 
evolution. 
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Heritage Attributes 
The heritage attributes of The Sterling Bank at 260 Church Street are: 
 
• The placement of the property where it anchors the south-west corner of Church and Dundas 

streets, which contributes to its contextual value as this feature is representative of the early 
20th century commercial character of this portion of Dundas Street West within the Garden 
District neighbourhood 
 

• The scale, form and massing of the three-storey building which contributes to its design and 
contextual value as they are characteristic of a local commercial and residential building and 
maintain the early 20th century character and scale of this section of Church Street 
 

• The primary materials cladding on the principal (east) and north elevations, which comprises 
red brick and stone 
 

• The flat roofline featuring stone trim and a red brick parapet wall centered on the principal 
(east) elevation with its two flanking stone volutes 
 

• The symmetrical arrangement of the openings on the principal (east) elevation, which is 
organized into three vertical bays with its centered main entrance, and four vertical bays on 
the north elevation with its slightly recessed western bay containing an intentionally-designed 
return of the upper-level stone stringcourses on the rear (west) elevation  
 

• On the principal (east) and north elevations, the stone and brick details including the  
two-storey stone pilasters with their fluted capitals rising from a stone-clad base (with 
ceramic tiles currently affixed atop) and surmounted by a stone cornice with entablature 
engraved with the words "The Sterling Bank of Canada", the stone surround of the main 
entry, the stone window keystones and square corner stones, the stone stringcourse at the 
third-storey level, the brick soldier course lintels above all window openings and the raised 
brick, blank rectangular panel centered in the parapet wall 

 
N.B. the one-storey rear addition fronting Dundas Street East is not considered an attribute. 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
PIN 21098-0113 (LT) 
LOT 21 AND PART OF LOT 22, W/S CHURCH ST  
REGISTERED PLAN 22A AS IN CA184457 
 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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