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BY-LAW 85-2022 2022-02-10

To designate the property at 526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at
528 Yonge Street and 7 Breadalbane Street) as being of cultural heritage value or interest.

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact By-laws to
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage
value or interest; and

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 526 Yonge Street
(including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street and 7 Breadalbane Street) as being of
cultural heritage value or interest; and

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands
and premises known as 526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street
and 7 Breadalbane Street) and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention to designate
the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's website for a
period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II,

§ 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality within the
prescribed time under the Ontario Heritage Act; and

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this By-law;

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts:

1. The property at 526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street
and 7 Breadalbane Street), more particularly described in Schedule B attached to this
By-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest.

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be registered against the
property described in Schedule B to this By-law in the proper Land Registry Office.

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be served upon the owners
of the property at 526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street
and 7 Breadalbane Street) and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause notice of this
By-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with
Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements
under the Ontario Heritage Act.
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Enacted and passed on February 3, 2022.

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge,
Speaker City Clerk

(Seal of the City)
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SCHEDULE A

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION

526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street and
7 Breadalbane Street)

Reasons for Designation

The property at 526 Yonge Street is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the
Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the
provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation, under the categories of design/physical
value, associative value, and contextual value.

Description

The property at 526 Yonge Street (including the entrance addresses at 528 Yonge Street and

7 Breadalbane Street) is located at the southwest corner of Yonge and Breadalbane Streets. It
contains a 2-1/2 and 2-storey mixed-use/commercial brick building at the southwest corner of
Yonge and Breadalbane Streets, which was designed in the Second Empire style by the architects
McCaw & Lennox, and constructed circa 1881.

In recognition of its architectural significance, the building was amongst some of the earliest
included on the City of Toronto's Inventory of Heritage Properties (now known as the Heritage
Register) in March 1974.

Surrounding properties recognized on the Heritage Register include the commercial building at
480 Yonge Street (1864), the Yonge Street Fire Hall Clock Tower at 484 Yonge Street (1871),
the Bank of Montreal Building at 496 Yonge Street (1887), and several late-19th-century
commercial blocks to the north and south, including 502-508 Yonge Street (mid-1860s),
538-544 Yonge Street (circal873-74), 546-550 Yonge Street (circa 1885-86) and

527-535 Yonge Street (circa 1880s).

In 2016, the property was identified as a contributing property in the Historic Yonge Street
Heritage Conservation District, adopted by City Council and currently under appeal.

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value

Dating to circa 1881, the property at 526 Yonge Street has design and physical value as a
representative example of the Second Empire architectural style that was popular in many
prominent commercial, public, and residential buildings in Toronto from 1860 to 1900. The
property retains its original scale, form, and massing as a 2-1/2-storey building with a 2-storey
rear wing, and its design value as a representative example of the Second Empire style is
reflected in many of its extant original features, including its brick construction with ornamental
stone and wood details, mansard roof featuring a central tower and shed-roofed dormers framed
by decorative trim, and highly symmetrical principal (east) facade featuring three bays of
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windows separated by brick pilasters, a central bay of paired windows surmounted by a
pediment, and a continuous entablature below the eaves line.

Originally constructed as two commercial units, the property at 526 Yonge Street also has
cultural heritage value as an early surviving example of the fine-grained mixed-use/commercial
building typology that emerged along Yonge Street, north of College Street, during a period of
accelerated development in the late 19th century.

The properties are valued for their association with the significant Toronto architectural firm of
McCaw & Lennox, who designed the two stores at 526 Yonge Street in the Second Empire style
that characterized much of the firm's work during their brief partnership from 1876-1881.
Established in 1876 by prominent Toronto architect E.J. Lennox (1854-1933) and William
Frederick McCaw (1850-1923), the firm was immediately successful, and received commissions
for large churches, schools, commercial buildings, and residential houses in Toronto and
throughout Southern Ontario. The firm's notable projects include the Wellesley Public School
(1876), the layout and landscaping of Queen's Park (1876), Occident Hall (1876), the Bond
Street Congregational Church (1879), and Hotel Hanlan on Toronto Island (1879-81).

After the partnership dissolved in 1881, Lennox would go on to build one of the most successful
architectural practices in Canada by 1885. Lennox is credited with building some of the city's
most significant landmarks of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, including the Toronto
Athletic Club (1894), Old City Hall (1899), the King Edward Hotel (1901-03), the West Wing of
the Ontario Legislative Building (1909), Casa Loma (1911) and St. Paul’s Anglican Church
(1913).

Anchoring the southwest corner of Yonge and Breadalbane Streets and retaining many of its
original architectural features, the building at 526 Yonge Street has contextual value for its
contribution to the character of Yonge Street, north of College Street, which is typified by the
surviving commercial and public buildings that were erected during the first wave of
construction in the late 19th century. This character is generally expressed by 3-storey heights,
narrow building frontages, no setback from the street, flat or mansard roof profiles, brick
construction with stone and wood detailing, storefronts at grade, and a variety of
late-19th-century stylistic vocabularies, including Georgian, Italianate, Romanesque and
Second Empire.

The contextual value of the commercial building at 526 Yonge Street is also related to its
historical and visual links to its surroundings on the west side of Yonge Street between
Grosvenor and Breadalbane Streets.

Heritage Attributes

Design and Physical Value

Attributes that contribute to the value of the property at 526 Yonge Street as representative of the
Second Empire style and late-19th-century mixed-use/commercial type include:

e The property's scale, form and massing, with a 2-1/2-storey mansard-roofed component
along Yonge Street and a 2-storey flat-roofed component along Breadalbane Street
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The property's brick construction, with brick, stone and wood exterior details
The property's principal Yonge Street (east) elevation, which features:

e A symmetrical organization into three bays separated by corbelled brick pilasters, with
the central bay featuring paired windows, and the side bays featuring single windows

Window openings, which feature decorative recessed brick surrounds at the second storey
with a decorated pediment over the central bay, and comprised of shed-roofed dormers
supported by brackets and surrounded by wood trim at the third storey

An entablature spanning the east facade above the second storey, which includes a plain band
architrave/continuous window lintel, a bracketed frieze on corbelled brick, and a projecting

cornice

A mansard roof featuring a central tower, framed by end parapet firewalls and capped by a
projecting cornice

The property's secondary (north) elevation along Breadalbane Street, which features:

e Segmental-arched window and door openings featuring brick voussoirs and stone sills
(for windows)

e The second-storey window opening above the storefront, which features a stone sill and
lintel

e At the rear 2-storey wing, corbelled brick banding and a cornice at the roofline, framed
by two corbelled-brick brackets

Contextual Value

The following heritage attribute contributes to the cultural heritage value of the property at
526 Yonge Street as part of a late-19th-century streetscape:

The placement, setback and orientation of the building at the southwest corner of
Yonge Street and Breadalbane Street, with a primary elevation along Yonge Street and a
secondary elevation along Breadalbane Street
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SCHEDULE B
LEGAL DESCRIPTION

PIN 21104-0117 (LT)
LOTS 22 AND 23, REGISTERED PLAN 159

City of Toronto and Province of Ontario
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66)
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