
Authority:  Item CC48.6, as adopted by City of Toronto 
Council on August 15, 2022 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 1229-2022 
 
To designate the property at 120 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) 
and 122 Sherbourne Street as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 
 
Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 
 
Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 120 Sherbourne Street 
(entrance address at 52 Britain Street) and 122 Sherbourne Street as being of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 
 
Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 120 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) and 
122 Sherbourne Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention to designate the 
property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's website for a period of 
30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality within the 
prescribed time under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 
 
The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 
 
1. The property at 120 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) and 

122 Sherbourne Street, more particularly described in Schedule B attached to this by-law, 
is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property at 120 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) and 
122 Sherbourne Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause notice of this 
by-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with 
Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements 
under the Ontario Heritage Act. 
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Enacted and passed on September 28, 2022. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker City Clerk 
 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(REASONS FOR DESIGNATION) 
 

120 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street)  
and 122 Sherbourne Street 

 
The property at 120-122 Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) is worthy of 
designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, 
and meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation 
under the categories of design and physical, historical and associative, and contextual value. 
 

Description 
Located at the northwest corner of Sherbourne and Britain streets, the property at 120-122 
Sherbourne Street comprises a Main Street Commercial Row building with residential above. 
The building was identified through the King-Parliament Secondary Plan Review (2019), is 
included in the King-Parliament Historic Context Statement and listed on the City's Heritage 
Register in 2020.  
 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

Physical and Design Value 
Built in 1892, the property at 120-122 Sherbourne Street has design and physical value as a fine 
representative example of a late-19th century, Victorian-era main street commercial and 
residential row Clad in red brick on its street-fronting Sherbourne and Britain Street elevations, 
the corner building blends elements of the Romanesque and Classical Revival styles as expressed 
through the varied architectural elements, including the articulated brickwork, arched window 
openings and entrance, and rusticated stone foundation. The Sherbourne Street elevation is 
organized into three bays separated by brick pilasters, with architectural details including flat-
headed and rounded-arch window openings, stone sills, corbelled brickwork and a recessed 
entrance beyond a grand, three-centred arch entryway. 
 

Historical and Associative Value 
The corner Main Street Commercial Row type building at 120-122 Sherbourne Street is valued 
for its association with the late-19th century community which developed around this section of 
Queen Street as an urban townscape combining industrial, commercial and residential functions, 
lining one of the city's major cross-routes. It is valued for its historic association with Queen 
Street, the original boundary between the ten-block Town of York established in 1793 and the 
Park Lots estates to the north, and for its association with the history and development of the 
King-Parliament neighbourhood in the late 19th century. 
 

Contextual Value 
Contextually, this three-storey Victorian-era brick commercial row maintains the scale, form and 
massing, materiality and patterns of use of this section of Queen Street East, particularly between 
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Mutual Street and Seaton Street. Located within the north edge of the King-Parliament 
Secondary Plan Area which contains the historic 1793 Town of York, it supports the character of 
the area as it represents the late-nineteenth-century development of the neighbourhood with 
commercial/residential and industrial buildings and consistent urban street walls. 
 
Situated at the north-west corner of Sherbourne and Britain Streets, just south of Queen Street 
(originally known as Lot Street) which separated the Town to the south from Park Lot estates to 
the north, the row is physically, visually and historically linked to its surroundings alongside the 
neighbouring heritage properties at the Thomas J. Wilkie Block (167-185 Queen Street East, 
1886-1887), the Carlyle Block (234-242 Queen Street East, 1892-1893) and the adjacent corner 
properties identified in the King-Parliament Secondary Plan Review at 112-118 Sherbourne 
Street (1903-1910). 
 

Heritage Attributes 

Design or Physical Value 
Attributes that contribute to the value of the corner Main Street Commercial Row at 120-122 
Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) being a fine representative example of 
the type with Victorian era styling: 
 
• The scale, form and massing of the three-storey building on a raised foundation 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on its lot at the north-west corner 

of Sherbourne and Britain streets 
• The materials, with the red brick cladding and the brick and stone detailing 
• On the east elevation, the two symmetrical bays with a recessed entrance beyond a grand, 

three-centred arch entrance 
• The chamfered bay at the south-east corner of the building with its corbelled upper storey 

pilasters and commercial shopfront with corner entrance at street level 
• On the east elevation, the decorative corbelled brickwork, stringcourses and pilasters  
• On the street-fronting elevations, the arrangement of the flat-headed and rounded arch 

window openings 
• On the Sherbourne Street elevation, the rusticated stone foundation and raised, 

segmental-arched basement window openings with their brick headers  
 

Contextual Value  
Attributes that contribute to the value of the corner Main Street Commercial Row at 120-122 
Sherbourne Street (entrance address at 52 Britain Street) as defining, supporting and maintain the 
historic character of the area and being historically, visually, functionally and physically linked 
to its setting:  
 
• The scale, form and massing of the three-storey building on a raised foundation 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on its lot at the north-west corner 

of Sherbourne and Britain streets 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
 

PIN 21094-0250 (LT) 
PART OF LOT 1, REGISTERED PLAN 14, DESIGNATED AS PART 1, PLAN 66R- 27754 
PIN 21094-0128 (LT) 
PART OF LOT 1, REGISTERED PLAN 14, DESIGNATED AS PART 2, PLAN 66R-27754 
PIN 21094-0249 (LT) 
PART OF LOT 1, REGISTERED PLAN 14, DESIGNATED AS PART 3, PLAN 66R-27754 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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