
Authority:  Item CC48.6, as adopted by City of Toronto 
Council on August 15, 2022 

CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 1230-2022 
 
To designate the property at 229 Queen Street East (entrance address at 227 Queen Street 
East) as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 

Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact by-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 

Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 229 Queen Street East 
(entrance address at 227 Queen Street East) as being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 

Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 229 Queen Street East (entrance address at 227 Queen Street East) and 
upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of Intention to designate the property, and has caused 
the Notice of Intention to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance 
with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements 
under the Ontario Heritage Act; andWhereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of 
the municipality within the prescribed time under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 

Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this by-law; 

The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 

1. The property at 229 Queen Street East (entrance address at 227 Queen Street East), more 
particularly described in Schedule B attached to this by-law, is designated as being of 
cultural heritage value or interest. 

2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be registered against the 
property described in Schedule B to this by-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this by-law to be served upon the owners 
of the property at 229 Queen Street East (entrance address at 227 Queen Street East) and 
upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause notice of this by-law to be posted on the 
City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, 
Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act. 

Enacted and passed on September 28, 2022. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker City Clerk 

(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
(REASONS FOR DESIGNATION) 
 

229 Queen Street East (entrance address at 227 Queen Street East)  
 

Reasons for Designation 
 
The property at 229 Queen Street East (including entrance address at 227 Queen Street East), is 
worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural 
heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation 9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for 
municipal designation under all three categories of design/physical, historical/associative and 
contextual value. 
 

Description 
Completed in 1897, the three-storey hotel located at the south-west corner of Queen Street East 
and Sherbourne Street was completed for property owner George J. Foy who oversaw a 
wholesale wine, liquors and cigars business on Front Street East. According to the 1898 city 
directory, hotel keeper Frantz J. Kormann operated the "Kormann House" on-site. The subject 
property was listed on the City's Heritage Register in 2007 as the Kormann House Hotel. Many 
residents may better know the building by its later name, Canada House Hotel or Tavern, which 
it maintained for nearly 80 years before closing its doors for good in the early 1990s. 

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value 

Physical and Design Value 
The Kormann House Hotel has design value as a representative example of a late-19th century 
corner hotel, typical of those found at major intersections in Toronto. Its design is highlighted by 
a chamfered corner, the application of Classical detailing, and the varied fenestration associated 
with the late-19th century Renaissance Revival style. Defining architectural features include the 
building's cornice, stepped parapet above the roofline and decorative corbelled brickwork. 
 
Historical and Associative Value 
The Kormann House Hotel is valued for its association with the late-19th century community 
which developed around this section of Queen Street as an urban townscape combining 
industrial, commercial and residential functions, lining one of the city's major cross-routes. It is 
valued for its historic association with Queen Street, the original boundary between the ten-block 
Town of York established in 1793 and the Park Lots estates to the north, and for its association 
with the history and development of the King-Parliament neighbourhood in the late-19th century. 
 
The building at 229 Queen Street East is valued for its association with the architect, John 
Wilson Sidall. Between 1893 and 1932, Sidall designed numerous institutional, ecclesiastical, 
commercial and residential buildings in Toronto between 1893 and 1932 and made significant 
contributions to the City's built form. Siddall's works are characterized by their blended styles, as 
is also evidenced in the design of the subject property at 229 Queen Street East. 
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Contextual Value 
Contextually, this three-storey, Victorian-era brick hotel maintains the scale, form and massing 
and materiality of this section of Queen Street East, particularly between Mutual Street and 
Seaton Street. Located on the north edge of the King-Parliament Secondary Plan Area which 
contains the historic 1793 Town of York, it supports the character of the area as it represents the 
late-nineteenth-century development of the neighbourhood with commercial/residential and 
industrial buildings and consistent urban street walls.  
 
Situated prominently at the south-west corner of Queen Street East (originally known as Lot 
Street), which separated the Town to the south from Park Lot estates to the north, and 
Sherbourne Street, the Kormann House Hotel anchors this historically important intersection and 
is physically, visually and historically linked to its surroundings alongside the neighbouring 
heritage properties at the Thomas J. Wilkie Block (167-185 Queen Street East, 1886-1887) and 
the Carlyle Block (234-242 Queen Street East, 1892-1893). 
 

Heritage Attributes 

Design or Physical Value 
 Attributes that contribute to the value of the corner hotel building at 229 Queen Street East 
(entrance address at 227 Queen Street East) as being a representative Late-Victorian era example 
of the type are: 
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on its corner lot at the southwest 

corner of Queen Street East and Sherbourne Street 
• The three-storey scale, form and massing on a rectangular plan with raised foundation 

and flat roof 
• The materials, with the red brick cladding (currently painted) and the brick and stone 

detailing  
• The corbelled brick chimney on the north elevation 
• The brick parapet wall above the roofline on the primary north and east street-fronting 

elevations, which is stepped at the outer bays as well as over the northeast corner 
• On the north and east elevations, the decorative, corbelled brickwork beneath the cornice 

that wraps around the northeast corner of the building  
• The north and east elevations of the building, including the chamfered northeast corner 

bay containing the original main entrance at street level 
• The existing arrangement of varied flat-headed and round-arched openings on the upper 

storeys, which are divided vertically into bays by raised brick pilasters 
 

Contextual Value  
Attributes that contribute to the value of the corner hotel building at 229 Queen Street East 
(entrance address at 227 Queen Street East) as defining, supporting and maintain the historic 
character of the area and being historically, visually, functionally and physically linked to its 
setting:  
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on its corner lot at the southwest 

corner of Queen Street East and Sherbourne Street 
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• The three-storey scale, form and massing on a rectangular plan with raised foundation 
 
Note: the one-storey addition to the property fronting onto Sherbourne Street (entrance address 
134 Sherbourne Street) is not considered a heritage attribute 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
 

PIN 21094-0126 (LT) 
PART OF LOTS 2, 3 AND 4, REGISTERED PLAN 14 
AS IN CT450593 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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