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CITY OF TORONTO 
 

BY-LAW 110-2024 
 
To designate the property at 119 Church Street as being of cultural heritage value or 
interest. 
 
Whereas the Ontario Heritage Act authorizes the Council of a municipality to enact By-laws to 
designate real property, including all buildings and structures thereon, to be of cultural heritage 
value or interest; and 
 
Whereas authority was granted by Council to designate the property at 119 Church Street as 
being of cultural heritage value or interest; and 
 
Whereas the Council of the City of Toronto has caused to be served upon the owners of the lands 
and premises known as 119 Church Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust, Notice of 
Intention to designate the property, and has caused the Notice of Intention to be posted on the 
City's website for a period of 30 days in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, 
Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
Whereas no notice of objection was served upon the Clerk of the municipality within the 
prescribed time under the Ontario Heritage Act; and 
 
Whereas the reasons for designation are set out in Schedule A to this By-law; 
 
The Council of the City of Toronto enacts: 
 
1. The property at 119 Church Street more particularly described in Schedule B attached to 

this By-law, is designated as being of cultural heritage value or interest. 
 
2. The City Solicitor is authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be registered against the 

property described in Schedule B to this By-law in the proper Land Registry Office. 
 
3. The City Clerk is authorized to cause a copy of this By-law to be served upon the owners 

of the property at 119 Church Street and upon the Ontario Heritage Trust and to cause 
notice of this By-law to be posted on the City's website for a period of 30 days in 
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 162, Notice, Public, Article II, § 162-4.1. 
Notice requirements under the Ontario Heritage Act.  
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Enacted and passed on February 7, 2024. 

Frances Nunziata, John D. Elvidge, 
 Speaker City Clerk 
 
(Seal of the City) 
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SCHEDULE A 

 
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
REASONS FOR DESIGNATION 

119 Church Street 
 
Reasons for Designation 
 
The property at 119 Church Street is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of  
the Ontario Heritage Act for its cultural heritage value, and meets Ontario Regulation  
9/06, the provincial criteria prescribed for municipal designation, under the categories of  
design/physical, historical/associative, and contextual value. 
 
Description 
 
The property at 119 Church Street is located on the east side of Church Street and adjacent to a 
public laneway, between Queen Street East and Richmond Street East. Rising 4-storeys, the 
Edwardian Classicist commercial/factory building was completed in c.1910 for George Sparrow 
& Co., a Toronto-based company specializing in the design and manufacturing of appliances and 
equipment for hotel and industrial kitchens. 
 
Statement of Cultural Heritage Value  
 
Design or Physical Value 
 
The property at 119 Church Street has design and physical value as a representative example of 
an early-20th-century commercial/factory type building with Edwardian Classicist detailing. 
Characteristic features of this building type include its narrow, rectangular massing, four-storey 
volume, flat roofline, brick cladding, as well as window openings arranged in a grid pattern 
expressive of the internal post and beam structure and manufacturing function evident along the 
long southern elevation. The Edwardian Classicist style can be seen on its principal or west 
elevation in the tripartite organization, symmetrical arrangement of flat-headed openings, the 
Indiana limestone detailing, pilasters, as well as a heavy denticulated metal cornice and a more 
subdued denticulated shop metal cornice that wraps around the southwest corner. The original 
storefront entrance was recessed and flanked by large storefront windows. The original design 
also included a band of transom windows, four windowpanes above the storefront windows with 
three above entrance doorway, and the pilasters continued to the base of the building. The style is 
further evident on the south elevation in the rhythmic arrangement of the segmental-arched 
openings, the stone sills and triple-layered arched brick detailing above and the pilasters 
providing an organizational structure to the window openings. 
 
Historical or Associative Value 
 
The property has value for its association with George Sparrow who, in 1909, commissioned the 
architect John Francis Brown to design a new manufacturing and commercial building for his 
company George Sparrow & Company, designers and manufacturers of appliances and 
equipment for hotel and industrial kitchens. Formerly located on King Street East, adjacent to St. 
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James Cathedral at King and Church Streets, the company remained at 119 Church Street for 
almost 25 years. 
 
The property is also valued for its association with Henry's Camera, a business in the Canadian 
photographic industry established in Toronto in 1909 by Harry Himelstein, initially as a watch 
and jewelry business on Yonge Street and evolving into Canada's largest independent 
photographic and digital retailer. Henry & Company purchased 119 Church Street in 1974 to 
focus exclusively on the photographic market and rebranded the company as Henry's with its 
signature orange logo. As one of Canada's oldest and successful independent camera retailers, 
Henry's operated out of this location for 47 years. 
 
The property has further associative value as it reflects the work of the Torontobased architect 
John Francis Brown (1866-1942), a leading and prolific architect who practiced for over 50 years 
and was the principal figure of three generations of the Brown family of architects. While 140 
works have been credited to Brown's practises, he made a particular contribution to the design of 
commercial, warehouse and factory buildings across the City of Toronto such as 469 King Street 
West for the Dominion Paper Box Co. (1907), listed on the City's Heritage Register. 
 
Contextual Value 
 
Situated on the east side of Church Street, immediately south of Queen Street east and adjacent 
to the historic alleyway known today as Ditty Lane, the building at 119 Church Street, together 
with its adjacent properties at 121 and 123 Church Street, is important in maintaining and 
supporting the late 19th and early 20th century commercial character of the Garden District 
neighbourhood through its scale, setback, material qualities, and design features of Edwardian 
Classical architectural elements which contribute to a low-rise, fine-grained, streetwall condition 
found along this portion of Church Street. 
 
For over 110 years, the Edwardian Classicist commercial/factory building at 119 Church Street 
has been physically, functionally, visually and historically linked to its surroundings and the 
commercial, industrial, and institutional character of Church Street, sharing the same block with 
the Robertson Brothers manufacturing complex, designated under Part IV of the OHA and the 
Metropolitan United Church at the northwest corner of Church and Queen Streets, also 
designated under the OHA. 
 
Heritage Attributes 
 
Design or Physical Value 
 
The following heritage attributes contribute to the cultural heritage value of the property at 119 
Church Street as a representative example of an early 20th century commercial/factory type 
building with Edwardian Classicist detailing: 
 
• The setback, placement and orientation of the building on its lot on the east side of 

Church Street with a laneway on the south side of the building  
 
• The four-storey scale, rectangular form and massing, and flat roof  
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• The materials including red brick cladding with stone detailing and metal cornices  
 
• On the principal (west) elevation: 
 

o The tripartite organization and symmetrical arrangement of window openings and 
the central entrance flanked by storefront window openings  

 
o The flat-headed window openings with stone sills and lintels with jambs  

 
o The heavy denticulated metal cornice above the third storey window openings and 

the denticulated shop metal cornice below the second storey window openings, 
and their return on the southwest corner  

 
o The stone string courses 

 
• On the south elevation, the first bay on the southwest corner with the return of the heavy 

denticulated metal cornice above the third storey window opening and the denticulated 
shop metal cornice below the second storey window opening and the flat-headed window 
openings with stone sills and lintels with jambs 

 
Contextual Value 
 
The following heritage attributes contribute to the contextual value of the property at 119 Church 
Street as it supports the late-19th and early-20th-century commercial and industrial streetscape of 
Church Street: 
 
• The scale, placement, setback and orientation of the building on the east side of Church 

Street and adjacent to the historic laneway 
 
• The Edwardian Classicist detailing as outlined above and materials including brick 

cladding and stone detailing 
 
• Its location fronting Church Street with the return of the detailing on the west elevation 

continued onto the first bay of the south elevation 
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SCHEDULE B 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
 
119 Church Street 
 
PIN 21402-0086 (LT) 
PART OF LOT 10 SOUTH SIDE OF QUEEN STREET, EAST OF CHURCH STREET 
REGISTERED PLAN 3A,  
PART OF LOT 11 SOUTH SIDE OF QUEEN STREET, EAST OF CHURCH STREET 
REGISTERED PLAN 3A, AS IN CT870394 
City of Toronto and Province of Ontario 
Land Titles Division of the Toronto Registry Office (No. 66) 
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