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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED  

Natural Garden Exemption Request 
589 Durie Street  

Date: October 12, 2011 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Curtis Sealock, District Manager, Municipal Licensing and Standards 

Wards: Ward 13, Parkdale-High Park 

Reference 
Number: 

ML& S Folder No. 11 279215 

 

SUMMARY 

 

This staff report is in response to a request to review the requirements of a Notice issued 
under Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 489, Grass and Weeds, requiring that long grass 
and weeds be cut at 589 Durie Street to comply with the said Chapter, on the basis that 
the growth is exempt as a Natural Garden, for which the Etobicoke York Community 
Council has delegated authority from City Council to make a final decision.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Municipal Licensing and Standards recommends that Etobicoke York Community 
Council:  

1. Approve this exemption request from the owner at 589 Durie Street and 
cancel the Notice, on the condition that the garden is maintained free from 
any noxious weeds and invasive plants.   

Financial Impact  

There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.    
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ISSUE BACKGROUND  

On July 19, 2011, a Notice was issued to the owner of 589 Durie Street, requiring the 
grass and weeds to be cut in accordance with Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 489, 
Grass and Weeds.  (Attachment 1)  

A request was received on September 1, 2011 from the owner requesting a review of the 
Notice and exemption to the By-law requirements on the basis that the lands form a 
Natural Garden.     

COMMENTS  

Chapter 489 of the Toronto Municipal Code, Grass and Weeds, requires grass and/or 
weeds in excess of 20 centimetres (8 inches in height) to be cut upon receipt of a served 
Notice.   The Chapter also provides for that the issuance of the Notice be reviewed by the 
local Community Council on the basis that the growth is exempt as a Natural Garden.    

Upon review of a Natural Garden Exemption request, the corresponding Community 
Council may either:  

(a) Grant the exemption, with or without conditions, and cancel the Notice; or  

(b) Confirm the Notice and direct that a second Notice be given.  

This report is prepared in consultation with staff of Natural Environment and Horticulture 
Unit of Parks, Forestry and Recreation, who reported on October 12, 2011, that the 
garden was found to be within the provisions of the natural garden exemption. The 
plantings were found to be comprised of a mix of trees, shrubs, herbaceous and perennial 
plants.    Ongoing weed removal and proper pruning of plant material when required is 
recommend in order to maintain compliance with the natural garden requirements.  
(Attachment 2)             
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CONTACT  

Kimberley Kilburn, Supervisor 
Etobicoke York District 
Municipal Licensing and Standards 
Tel: (416)394-2536  Fax: (416)394-2904 
E-mail: kkilbur@toronto.ca   

SIGNATURE    

_______________________________ 
Curtis Sealock, District Manager 
Etobicoke York District 
Municipal Licensing and Standards   

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1:  Photos of Garden 
Attachment 2:  Natural Environment Parks, Forestry and Recreation Findings       
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Attachment 1:  Photos of Garden
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Attachment 2:  Natural Environment Parks, Forestry and Recreation Findings

     


