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STAFF REPORT 
INFORMATION ONLY   

Toronto Police Services Board: Response to the Delegation 
of Authority to Regulate Parades and Issue Permits  

Date: December 14, 2010 

To: City of Toronto – Public Works and Infrastructure Committee 

From: Hamlin Grange, Acting Chair, Toronto Police Services Board  

  

SUMMARY 

 

The purpose of this report is to provide the City of Toronto - Public Works and Infrastructure 
Committee with an update on the action that has taken place since the May 2010 decision by 
Toronto City Council to delegate, to the Toronto Police Services Board,  the authority to regulate 
parades on highways in the City of Toronto and to prevent the obstruction of highways during 
parades, including the authority to issue permits for parades, to the Toronto Police Services 
Board.   

RECOMMENDATION  

It is recommended that City of Toronto – Public Works and Infrastructure Committee receive 
this report.   

FINANCIAL IMPACT 
There are no financial implications with regard to the receipt of this report.    

ISSUE BACKGROUND 
At its meeting held on November 15, 2010, the Toronto Police Services Board was in receipt of a 
report dated October 18, 2010, from William Blair, Chief of Police, with regard to the action that 
has taken place since the May 2010 decision by Toronto City Council to delegate, to the Toronto 
Police Services Board, the authority to regulate parades on highways in the City of Toronto and 
to prevent the obstruction of highways during parades, including the authority to issue permits 
for parades.   
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COMMENTS  

Mr. Albert Cohen, City of Toronto – Legal Services Division, responded to questions about this 
report.  

The Board received the foregoing report and agreed to forward a copy to the City of Toronto – 
Public Works and Infrastructure Committee for information.   

CONCLUSION 
A copy of Board Minute No. P294/10, in the form attached as Appendix “A”, regarding this 
matter is provided for information.   

CONTACT 
Alok Mukherjee, Chair 
Toronto Police Services Board  
Telephone No. 416-808-8080 
Fax No. 416-808-8082   

SIGNATURE     

_______________________________ 
Hamlin Grange 
Acting Chair, Toronto Police Services Board    

ATTACHMENT 
Appendix A – Board Minute No. P294/10  

A: Response to Toronto City Council – Delegation of Parades and the Issuance of Permits.doc 
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APPENDIX A  

THIS IS AN EXTRACT FROM THE MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING OF THE 
TORONTO POLICE SERVICES BOARD HELD ON NOVEMBER 15, 2010   

#P294 RESPONSE TO TORONTO CITY COUNCIL – DELEGATION OF 
PARADES AND THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS   

The Board was in receipt of the following report October 18, 2010 from William Blair, Chief of 
Police:  

Subject:  RESPONSE TO THE CITY COUNCIL REGARDING: DELEGATION OF 
PARADES AND THE ISSUANCE OF PERMITS   

Recommendations:  

It is recommended that:  

(1) the Board receive this report for information; and 
(2) the Board forward a copy of this report to City Council for its information.  

Financial Implications:  

There are no financial implications relating to the recommendations contained within this report.  

Background/Purpose:  

At its meeting on May 11 and 12, 2010, City Council considered a report from the City of 
Toronto Manager, Traffic Planning/Right of Way Management, Transportation Services on a 
report titled, Delegation of Regulation of Parades and the Issuance of Permits for City Council.  

Following consideration of this report, City Council recommended that:  

(1) City Council delegate to the Toronto Police Services Board, the authority to regulate 
parades on highways in the City of Toronto and to prevent the obstruction of 
highways during parades, including the authority to issue permits for parades.  

(2) City Council request that the Toronto Police Services Board, in carrying out its 
delegation authority pursuant to recommendation (1) above, act by way of by-law and 
that such by-law be drafted by the Toronto Police Services Board in consultation with 
the General Manager of Transportation Services.   
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Discussion:  

A working group consisting of members of City of Toronto Legal Services, the City of Toronto 
Traffic Planning/Right of Way Management, Toronto Police Special Events, and Toronto Police 
Legal Services was formed to review City Council’s authority to delegate to the Toronto Police 
Services Board the authority to regulate and issue permits for parades.  

Although a series of meetings have taken place to date ongoing discussions in relation to this 
matter are still required.  

Conclusion:  

In summary, this report provides a brief overview of the actions being taken by the Service in 
cooperation with the City of Toronto regarding the City Council’s recommendations pertaining 
to the Delegation of Regulation of Parades and the Issuance of Permits for City Council. A 
further report will be provided to the Board outlining the Service’s position in relation to this 
matter when it becomes available.  

Deputy Chief Kim Derry, Divisional Policing Command, will be in attendance to answer any 
questions that the Board may have regarding this report.      

Mr. Albert Cohen, City of Toronto – Legal Services Division, responded to questions about 
this report.  

The Board received the foregoing report and agreed to forward a copy to the City of 
Toronto – Public Works and Infrastructure Committee for information.  
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