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COUNCILLOR, DON VALLEY EAST, WARD 34

April 10, 2011

Attn: Candy Davidovits, Committee Secretary, Public Works & Infrastructure Committee

From: Denzil Minnan-Wong

Re: Request to Add Communications to April 26, 2011 Agenda

Please add the attached communications to the April 26, 2011 agenda for consideration by the
Committee, with a request that the General Manager, Transportation Services report back to
the Committee's June 23, 2011 meeting.

Sincerely,

Denzil Minnan-Wong
Councillor, Don Valley East
Ward 34

Chair, Public Works & Infrastructure Committee
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Mark Wilson - Network of Separated Bicycle Lanes - PW35.17- August 18,2010 PWIC Meeting

(revised)

From: Andrea M Garcia <andrea. garcia@bikeunion.to>

To: <pwic@toronto.ca>

Date: 11/04/2011 10:17 AM

Subject: Network of Separated Bicycle Lanes - PW35.17- August 18,2010 PWIC Meeting
(revised) _

CcC: Councillor Minnan-Wong {councillor_minnan-wong@toronto.ca>, Mark Wilson

<mwilson5@toronto.ca>
Attachments: UofT Faculty Assocation Letter.pdf; August PWIC Petition.pdf; St George-Beverley
Petition. pdf

Attention Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong

Chair Minnan-Wong,

(http:f/_app._toromo.caftmmis/viewAgcndaltcmHistory.do?item=20l 0.PW35.17). City Staff was directed by the Committee to
report back on design and implementation proposals in early 2011. The bike union is requesting that the Committee direct
staff to report back on the network at PWIC’s June meeting.

Transportation Services Division staff also be directed to conduct a study to determine the feasibility of providing protected
separated bicycle lanes on St. George Street and Beverley Street, and report back to the June meeting as well. We are
requesting the feasibility study include:

1. how St George Beverley Streets would need to be redesigned;
ii. how traffic signals would be adjusted;

iii. how other uses of the streets would be affected;

iv. the overall cost of this proposal; and

v. how to separate the lanes from traffic using a combination of one, or all, of bollards, curbs or elevated bikeway

We are attaching for the Committees information the following addition information:

1. A petition presented to TCAC at its meeting of Mai-ch 8,2010 sﬁpporting the creation of separated bicycle lanes on St
George/Beverley Streets '

2. A letter from the UofT Faculty Association from George Luste the President of the Association indicating its support for
separated bicycle lanes on St. George/Beverley Streets,

Since the date of the bike union’s last appearance before the Committee support for the network has continued to grow, In
addition to the Toronto Cyclists Union, the York Quay Neighbourhood Association, The Uof T Graduate Student’s Union,
the St Lawrence Neighbourhood Association, the ABC (Yorkville) Residents Association, the Toronto Island Community
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Association, the Palmerston Area Residents Association, the Bay Cloverhill Residents Association and the Oak Street

Housing Coop Inc support this proposal in principle.

We look forward to hearing back from the Committee.

Andrea Garcia

Director of Advocacy & Operations
Toronto Cyclists Union

@ Centre for Social Innovation

720 Bathurst St, Suite 300 - Annex
Toronto, ON M5S 2R4

t. 416.644.7188 ext. 1
www.bikeunion.to/join

safe streets, a healthy city, a vibrant voice
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City Cycling Petition

We, the undersigned request that Toronto City Council take action on the following items to make
cycling in Toront

1.

ronto safer, and thus encourage more people 1o ride bicycles and relieve congestion:
Connect the Simcoe Street bicycle lanes to the St George Beverley Street bicycle lanes via
John street and Richmond street west so there is a continuous north-south bicycle
lane route west of the core connecting Bloor Street to the Lake,
Separate the Simcoe Street bicycle lanes from traffic between Front Street West and Queens
Quay by bollards and or curbs,
Complete and Separate the Wellesley/Harbord bicycle lanes system and end the gaps in the
system at Queens Park and on Harbord. '
Install separated bicycle lanes on either Richmond and/or Adelaide connecting Sherbourne
Street and Bathurst.
Ensure that the first phase of the Queen's Quay Pedestrian Promenade terminates at Bay
Street and not York Street as it is currently intended.



'’

PETITION IN SUPPORT OF ST GEORGE STREE I/BEVERLEY ST REF]
CY - LAN HYSICALLY SEP OM T Cc

Whereas Montreal, San Francisco, New York and Ottawa have installed bicycle lanes
scparated from traffic: '

And Wherceas bicycle lanes are separated from trafTic throughout the Nctherlands,
Denmark and Gemany T

And Whereas the St George / Beverley bicycle lancs are the most heavily used north
south bicycle lanes in Toronlo

And Whereas a recent survey found that 66% of Toronto residents and 77% of
commuting cyclists want bicycle lanes scparated from vehicular traffic.

WE THE UNDERSIGNED SUPPORT THE RELOCATION OF THE SOUTH BOUND
BICYCLE LANE ON ST GEORGE STREET/BEVERLEY STREET TO THE EAST
SIDE OF ST GEORGE /BEVERLEY STREETS PARALLELING THE
NORTHBOUND BICYCLE LANE AND THE SEPARATION OF THE BICYCLE
LANES FROM VEHICULAR TRAFFIC B Y THE INSTALLATION OF BOLLARDS
OR CURBS BETWEEN THE SIDE BY SIDE BICYCLE LANES AND THE LANES

OF TRAFFIC.
THIS WOULD ACCOMPLISH THE FOLLOWING

1. NO OR MINIMAL. LOSS OF ON STREET CAR PARKING

2. STOP ILLEGAL PARKING IN THE BICYCLE LANES AND END THE NEED
FOR ENFORCEMENT :

3. REDUCE OR REMOVE CONFLICTS BETWEEN CYCLISTS AND CARS
PARKING ON THE WEST SIDE OF ST GEORGE/BEVERLEY STREETS

4. IMPROVE CYCLISTS SAFETY ON ST GEORGE AND BEVERLEY

STREETS

PETITION SIGNED BY 120 RESIDENTS IS ON FILE IN THE CITY CLERK'S OFFICE



University of Toronto Faculty Association

720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 419
Toronto, Onlario M55 2T9

Tel : [416) 978-335]
Fax : [416) 978-7061
Email : faculty@utfa.org

eb : www.ulfa.org

March 4, 2010

To Whom it May Concern:
RE:  Bicycle only lane on St George Street at the University of Toronto
The Council of the University of Toronto Faculty Association has passed a motion that:

“The University of Toronto Faculty Association (UTFA), endorses and supports, in
principle, the proposal of a bicycle only lane on St George Street.”

UTFA represents over 2,500 active faculty at the University of Toronto plus many retired
faculty. Bicycle safety is of paramount importance to our members. Over the years there
has been loss of life as well as serious injuries of our members coming to and going home
from the University. Any action that would minimize this in the future has our support.

Sincerely

George Luste
President

Phone; 416-978-4676
Email: luste@utfa.org




i Toronto

Councillor Adam Vaughan %272

Toronto City Council
Trinity-Spadina, Ward 20

Toronto Cycling Advisory Committee
Toronto City Hall

100 Queen Street West, Suite B25
Toronto, Ontario, M5H 2N2

March 5, 2010

Dear Cbunci!lor Heaps and Members of the Committee,

I am writing regarding the proposal and petition to provide protected bike lanes on St. George
and Beverley Streets that has been brought forward by A. Milliken Heisey (attached).

Given the interest that has been expressed in this proposal, | have no objection to staff
conducting a study to determine its feasibility, including:

* how the streets would need 1o be redesigned
* how traffic signals would be adjusted

= how other uses of the street would be affected
* the overall cost of this proposal

Once a design has been brought forward that more clearly outlines how the proposed protected
bike lanes would work, | will be able to consult with local residents and the Ward 20 Cycling
Committee for further feedback. -

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours truly,

Adam Vaughan, City Councillor
Ward 20, Trinity-Spadina

Councillor's Aide Executive Assistant Constituency - Norlh Special Projects 100 Queen Street West
Binh Chow BFET Ange Kinnear Dale Duncan Eli Greenberg Toronta, ON, M5H 2N2
416-392-4043 Ad:ninistrative Assistant Constituericy - South _ Phone: 416-392.4044
157 ghts Rebecca Hewitt Jennifer Chan councilior_vaughan@toronto.ca

www.ward20.ca



A. MILLIKEN HEISEY, Q.C.

121 King Street West

Suite 510, P.O. Box 105

Standard life Centre

Toronto, ON, Canada
M5H 3T9

Tel: (416)601-2702
e-mail: heisey@phmlaw.com

February 24, 2010

Councillor Heaps and Members of the Committee
Cycling Advisory Committee

Toronto City Hall :

100 Queen Street West, Suite B25

Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Councillor Heaps and Members of the Committee:
Attention:  Frank Baldassini via email

Re: Separating St. George / Beverley Street bicycle lanes from Traffic
Toronto Cycling Advisory Committee Meeting March 8, 2010

I am writing to the City's Cycling Advisory Committee to seek your endorsement for
a proposal to relocate the St. George/Beverley Street bicycle lanes so that both
bicycle lanes, north and southbound be moved to the east side of Beverley and St.
George Street from Queen Street West to Prince Arthur Street north of Bloor Street
West. The parallel north and south bound lanes would then be physically separated
from traffic by bollards or a curb.

I am proposing the separated bicycle lanes stop at Prince Arthur, as north of Prince
Arthur on St. George Street there are a number of driveways on the east side of St.
George Street servicing high rise apartment buildings,

For the Committee's information I am attaching petitions signed by several Annex
residents supporting this proposal. More signatures will be provided in advance of
the March 8 Cycling Advisory Committee meeting.

San Francisco just installed its first on-street bicycle lane separated from traffic in
January of this year. New York separated its first bicycle lane 2 years ago on 9th
Avenue and has decided to expand its separated on street bicycle lane network.
Ottawa’s City Council Transportation Committee passed a resolution on January 6,
2010 to examine separating its network of bicycle lanes from traffic.

Montreal's bicycle lane system is the only one in Canada that is largely physically
separated from traffic. The installation of separated bicycle lanes on one side of the



street is the norm in Montreal and is in my personal experience a far better system
for cyclists and motorists.

In the Netherlands, Denmark and Germany bicycle lanes are largely physically
separated from traffic.

Toronto is sadly behind all of these jurisdictions in providing a safe cycling
environment on our City’s streets.

This would not affect any on street parking as there is no legal parking on the east
side of Beverley or St. George Streets anyway. Physical separation would however
end illegal parking in the bicycle lane which is notorious and common throughout
the City.

The Committee at its meeting on January 6, 2010 endorsed a similar proposal for
Sherbourne Street as part of its reconstruction in 2011-13 to relocate both the north
and southbound bicycle lanes to the west side of Sherbourne Street.

As you know, a professionally conducted public opinion survey was commissioned
by the City and presented to the Cycling Advisory Committee at its meeting on
January 6. The survey asked City residents if they wanted physically separated
 bicycle lanes. 66% of all City respondents, most of who would be motorists, wanted
separated bicycle lanes. 77% of commuting cyclists wanted bicycle lanes separated.

The St. George/Beverley bicycle lanes are the most heavily used north south bicycle
lanes in the City and provide cyclists access to University of Toronto's St. George’s
campus and the downtown core,

If there is ever to be safe cycling in the City we will need to start separating bicycle
lanes from vehicular traffic,

I'am requesting that the Cycling Advisory Committee endorse this proposal and
advise both the Public Works and Infrastructure Committee and the Toronto East
York Community Council that in the Committee’s opinion the separation of the St.
George/Beverley Street bicycle lanes should form part of the downtown bicycle lane
improvements to be considered by the PWIC at its meeting in April or May for
completion in 2010-2011 together with the bicycle lanes that are proposed for
University Avenue, Richmond and Adelaide Streets.

Ce:  Toronto Cyclists Union
Councillor Adam Vaughan
Toronto Coalition for Active Tra nsportation
Ward 20 Cycling Committee
University of Toronto Bike Chain



