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STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED   

55 Balsam Avenue – Application to Injure Private Trees  

Date: December 7, 2010 

To: Toronto and East York Community Council 

From: 
Jason Doyle, Acting Director, Urban Forestry, Parks, Forestry and 
Recreation 

Wards: Ward 32 – Beaches – East York 

Reference 
Number: 

P:\2011\Cluster A\PFR\TE01-0111-AFS#13011 

 

SUMMARY 

 

The report requests that City Council approve the request to injure four (4) privately-
owned trees located at 55 Balsam Avenue. The property is currently vacant.  This request 
has been made to allow construction of a new two-storey dwelling at 55 Balsam Avenue.  

Construction of the new dwelling will encroach within the minimum required tree 
protection zones of the subject trees, as defined in the City of Toronto’s Tree Protection 
Policy and Specifications for Construction Near Trees.   

The applicant has worked with staff since 2007 to modify the proposed above-ground 
structure in order to minimize potential impacts to the trees, and has provided a 
satisfactory arborist report and tree preservation plan outlining protection measures that 
will be implemented to protect the trees during construction. Urban Forestry is satisfied 
that if the tree protection measures are implemented as proposed, construction of the new 
dwelling will have minimal impact on the health of the subject trees.   

RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The General Manager of Parks, Forestry and Recreation recommends that:  

1. City Council approve the request to injure four (4) privately-owned trees located at 55 
Balsam Avenue to facilitate the construction of a new dwelling.      
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Financial Impact 
There are no financial implications resulting from the adoption of this report.   

COMMENTS 
An application for a permit has been received from the property owner of 55 Balsam 
Avenue for a permit to injure two (2) red oak trees with diameters of 59 cm and 118 cm, 
one (1) twin-stemmed red oak tree with diameters of 76 cm and 94 cm, and one (1) 39 cm 
diameter white oak tree.  All trees are located on the private property of 55 Balsam 
Avenue.  

Inspection of the trees by City staff revealed that they are in fair to good condition. Due 
to the number, size and location of the existing trees to be preserved, the entire property 
at 55 Balsam Avenue is considered a tree protection zone. Therefore, special protective 
measures are required to accommodate construction activity. Staff have worked with the 
applicant's agents since 2007 in order to preserve trees protected under City by-laws. 
Previous requests for removal of private trees were denied by Urban Forestry.  The latest 
revision reflects significant changes to minimize injury and will contribute to the 
protection and longevity of the existing four (4) trees.    

The number of piers that will support the dwelling have been reduced, the total lot 
coverage has been reduced, and the two slabs on grade and the stepped concrete grade 
beam have been eliminated from the plans. The entire soil surface will be covered with a 
continuous layer of ¾ inch thick sheets of plywood. This layer will protect roots from 
physical injury, protects the soil from contamination, and reduces soil compaction.  Each 
tree trunk will be wrapped continuously with six layers of natural burlap and by placing 
and tying eight foot long 2"x4"s around the trunk of the trees.  The proposed structure 
will be constructed predominantly above ground level utilizing helical-pier technology, 
with only a small conventional foundation utility space at the north side of the property 
against the existing brick wall, which will accommodate underground utilities for the 
proposed dwelling. The exact location of each of the helical piers will be verified by 
using hydrovac excavation with low pressure to a depth of 1.2 metres, and to the full 
diameter of the piers.   

In order to increase water infiltration to the root systems, an automatic drip irrigation 
system will be installed over the entire soil surface and under the proposed structure. The 
steeply pitched roof is designed to eliminate the necessity to remove any large limbs from 
the trees. The new driveway/parking surface will be located within the existing surface 
area of the driveway, and will consist of permeable pavers.  The existing sub-base 
granular material will remain undisturbed.    

As required under Section 813-17 of City of Toronto Municipal Code, Chapter 813, 
Trees, Article III, a ‘Public Notice’ sign was posted on the subject property for the 
minimum 14 days posting period. The posting serves to notify the community of the 
application and to provide an opportunity for objection to the application.  One (1) letter 
of objection was received in response to the posting. 
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It is not possible to maintain full protection zones for the trees and accommodate the 
proposed structure.  If the application to injure trees is denied, the owner will not be able 
to construct a dwelling on the property.  

The existing trees are significant and are a valuable part of the urban forest.  The intent of 
the by-law is to ensure responsible development, and to ensure every effort is made to 
retain significant, healthy trees.  Through extensive negotiations and revisions to the 
plans, it appears that the owner is able to construct a new dwelling, while preserving the 
trees. Urban Forestry supports the application to injure four (4) trees.    

CONTACT  

Mark Ventresca, Supervisor TPPR Toronto/East York District,  416 392-7390, E-mail: 
mventre@toronto.ca    

SIGNATURE     

_______________________________  

Jason Doyle 
Acting Director of Urban Forestry    

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment No. 1 – Photo of the Trees 
Attachment No. 2 – Tree Protection Plan  
Attachment No. 3 – Section Plan 
Attachment No. 4 – Letter of Objection             
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Attachment 1 
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Attachment 2  
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Attachment 3 
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Attachment 4  
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Attachment 4    

 


