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PROPOSED ELEPHANT FACILITIES OPERATIONAL COSTS ($2011)

STAFF COSTS (based on per elephant costs)

CURRENT PROJECTED

# of Staff Total Cost # of Staff Total Cost

Animal Keepers (includes 20% 

benefits) 6 $468,380 7 $541,443

ANIMAL COSTS (based on per elephant costs)

CURRENT PROJECTED

# of Elephants # Elephants

Food 3 $84,000 6 $168,000

Care supplies 3 $10,000 6 $20,000

$94,000 $188,000

FACILITY COSTS

CURRENT PROJECTED

920m2 3700m2

$14,600 $49,888

$28,091 $95,987

Water (per elephant) $8,462 $34,017

$51,153 $179,892

CONSERVATION COSTS

Conservation & Research $5,000 $20,000

TOTAL $618,533 $929,335

Hydro (per sq. ft. with 15% reduction for energy 

efficiency)

Natural Gas (per sq. ft. with 15% reduction for 

energy efficiency)
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Comparative Operating Costs for Various Species at the Toronto Zoo
2011 Costs (rounded figures) Elephants Gorillas Polar Bears While Rhinos

Number of Animals 3 6 3 2

Staffing $468,000 $205,000 $88,000 $39,000

Food $84,000 $51,000 $58,000 $13,000

Supplies $10,000 $8,000 $5,000 $3,000

Utilities $51,000 $10,000 $11,000 $23,000

Conservation/Research $5,000 $7,000 $2,000 $8,000

Total Operating Costs $618,000 $281,000 $164,000 $86,000

Average Cost per Animal $206,000 $46,833 $54,667 $43,000

Source: Toronto Zoo, March 2011
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