
1

Newcomer Demographics

Social Policy, Analysis & Research

Social Development, Finance & Administration Division

Last Updated: January 16, 2013



Canadian-Born
1,184,235

Older Immigrant
780,910

Recent Immigrant
456,810

Temporary Resident
54,610

2,476,565
Population of Toronto including

Temporary and Permanent

Residents

In the 2006 Census, permanent residents are counted as "immigrants"

Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Components of Toronto’s Population
(2006 Census)

18%
are recent 

immigrants 
(less than 10 years)

49%
have non-

English/French 

mother tongues

140+
number of different 

languages spoken 

in Toronto

188
number of different 

birth countries of 

recent immigrants
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"Recent immigrant" is defined as having arrived in Canada within 10 years of each census date and includes permanent residents. Data are for the Toronto CMA.

Source: Immigrants in Canada’s Census Metropolitan Areas (Schellenberg, 2004); Statistics Canada 2006 Census 

Birth Countries of Recent Immigrants
(Greater Toronto Area)

North America, 

Europe & Oceania 7%

Caribbean, Central

& South America 10%

East Asia 20%

Southeast Asia 9%

South Asia 30%

Africa 5%

Eastern Europe 9%

West Asia 10%

GTA Recent 

Immigrants in 2006
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North America, 

Europe & Oceania 34%

Caribbean, Central

& South America 25%

East Asia 11%

Southeast Asia 9%

South Asia 9%

Africa 6%

Eastern Europe 4%

West Asia 3%

GTA Recent 

Immigrants in 1981
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

East Asia
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

South Asia
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Southeast Asia
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

West Asia/Middle East
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Europe
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Africa
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Region of Origin of Recent Immigrants
(2006 Census)

Source:

Wellbeing Toronto

Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Caribbean, Central & 

South America



In the 2006 Census, permanent residents are counted as "immigrants"

Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Recent Immigrants in Toronto by Age and Sex 
(2006)
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Top-10 Non-Official Mother Tongues
(City of Toronto / 2011 Census)

Source: Statistics Canada 2011 Census

1
Chinese languages

233,430

Mandarin 59,820

Cantonese 83,955

Other 91,210

2
Italian

71,721

3
Spanish

70,760

4
Tagalog

70,465

5
Tamil

61,600

6
Portuguese

58,175

7
Persian (Farsi)

41,905

8
Urdu

38,005

9
Russian

36,950

10
Korean

31,135

Non-Official 

Mother Tongues

English
51%

Non-Official 
Languages

45%

Multiple 
Languages

3%

French
1%

Mother tongue
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Top-10 Non-Official Home Languages
(City of Toronto / 2011 Census)

Source: Statistics Canada 2011 Census

1
Chinese languages

180,945

Mandarin 50,430

Cantonese 67,210

Other 64,075

2
Tamil

48,680

3
Spanish

45,330

4
Tagalog

37,195

5
Italian

35,025

6
Portuguese

34,580

7
Persian (Farsi)

30,595

8
Russian

26,935

9
Urdu

26,590

10
Korean

23,380

Non-Official

Home Languages

English
64%

Non-Official 
Languages

28%

Multiple 
Languages

7%

French
1%

Language spoken regularly at home
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Education and Occupation
(Greater Toronto Area, 2006)

Data for residents of the Toronto CMA

Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census
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Figure reports percentage under the Statistics Canada Low-Income Cut-off (LICO)

Source: Statistics Canada 2006 Census

Percentage under Low Income Cut-Off (LICO)
(City of Toronto, 2006)
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Source: Statistics Canada Labour Force Surveys, 2006-2011

Unemployment Rate of Working Population (25-64)
By Immigrant Status (2006-2011)
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Note that these data are for landings/entries only and do not take into account where individuals move after entering the country.

Permanent resident data includes family class, economic immigrants, and refugees granted permanent resident status. Temporary entries include students, 

workers, and refugee claimants who have not yet been granted PR status, but does not include visitors or other temporary resident permit holders.

Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada 2012 RDM Extracts

Permanent and Temporary (Non-Visitor) Landings into Toronto
(2000-2011)
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Permanent resident data includes family class, economic immigrants, and refugees granted 

permanent resident status. 

Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada 2012 RDM Extracts

Permanent Resident Landings by Location
(2011)

52%
are women

50% are between the 

ages of 25 and 44

34% have at least a 

Bachelor’s degree

21%

stated intent to be 

employed in skilled, 

managerial, or 

professional  work
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Toronto
18%

Rest of GTA
13%

Montréal
11%

Rest of 
Montréal Area

7%

Vancouver
4%

Rest of GVR
8%

Rest of Canada
39%

248,746
Permanent Residents

Landings in 2011

PR Landings in Toronto (2011)



Temporary entries include students, workers, and refugee claimants who have not yet been 

granted PR status, but does not include visitors or other temporary resident permit holders. 

Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada 2012 RDM Extracts

Temporary Resident Entries (Non-Visitors) by Location
(2011)

41%
are women

44% are between the 

ages of 25 and 44

44% are temporary 

workers

41%
are students

25

Temporary Entries in Toronto (2011)
Toronto

18%

Rest of GTA
3%

Montréal
12%

Rest of 
Montréal Area

1%

Vancouver
15%

Rest of GVR
1%

Calgary
4%

Edmonton
3%

Rest of Alberta
4%

Rest of Canada
39%

315,419
Temporary Resident

Entries in 2011



Total number of landings in the City of Toronto in 2011. Data includes family class, economic immigrants, and refugees granted permanent resident status.

Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada 2012 RDM Extracts

Permanent Resident Landings in Toronto by Birth Country 
(City of Toronto / 2011)
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Total number of entries in the City of Toronto for 2011.  Temporary entries include  workers, students, and refugee claimants who have not yet been granted PR 

status, but does not include visitors or other temporary resident permit holders. 

Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada 2012 RDM Extracts

Temporary (Non-Visitor) Entries into Toronto by Birth Country 
(City of Toronto / 2011)
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For more information contact:

City of Toronto

Social Development, Finance and Administration

Social Policy, Analysis and Research

Telephone: 416-392-5222

Fax: 416-392-4976

Email: spar@toronto.ca


