
From:  "Ward 21 Captain" <ward21@bikeunion.to> 

To: "'Mayor Rob Ford'" <mayor_ford@toronto.ca>, "'Councillor Paul Ainslie'" ... 

Date:  6/29/2013 2:23 pm 

Subject:  2013.EX33.19 BIXI Toronto - Next Steps  (Ward All)  

Attachments: Media_Release___OBS_Metrolinx___FINAL.pdf 

 

To the City Clerk:  

 

  

 

Please add my comments to the agenda for the July 3, 2013 Executive 

Committee meeting on item 2013.EX33.19, BIXI Toronto - Next Steps 

 

I understand that my comments and the personal information in this email 

will form part of the public record and that my name will be listed as a 

correspondent on agendas and minutes of City Council or its committees. 

Also, I understand that agendas and minutes are posted online and my name 

may be indexed by search engines like Google. 

 

  

 

Comments: 

 

  

 

To the Executive Committee: 

 

  

 

I urge the committee members to fully support the BIXI bike share program 

(per the Staff Report dated 18 June 2013).  I recommend that the City assume 

ownership of BIXI Toronto per 2013.EX33.19 

<http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2013.EX33.19>  as 

an alternative.  Having a for-profit operator assume control of BIXI Toronto 

will further impair the bike share program.  It will lead to higher costs, a 

deterioration of service, and no guarantee that the program will be expanded 

to include all Toronto taxpayers.  This alternative surely is sill an option 

and probably contained in the "Confidential Attachments" (to which only 

Councillors are privy).   

 

  

 

Acquiring the BIXI Toronto is the most financially prudent option that the 

City can take.  One reason this bike share program is struggling in Toronto 

is due to its limited service area.  BIXI Toronto must and should be 

expanded each year to eventually cover all areas of Toronto.  The city has 

both the financial and human resources to efficiently and effectively 

implement the expansion of this bike share program and to oversee its 

day-to-day operations.  By assuming full ownership, all resident taxpayers 

can enjoy this excellent piece of cycling infrastructure.  Once the program 

is extended north to my Ward 21, I'll purchase a BIXI membership. 

 

  

 

The City has not spent any capital monies on BIXI Toronto.  Being a 

guarantor on a loan required zero dollars as a capital investment in the 



system.  Further as a City owned asset, section 37 funds need not be held up 

in funding any expansion of the system.  Again, development fees used to pay 

for BIXI Toronto expansion requires no money from the City and taxpayers. 

 

  

 

It seems there is strong support among Toronto taxpayers for the BIXI 

Toronto public bike share program.  A recent 

<http://www.sharetheroad.ca/files/Media_Release___OBS_Metrolinx___FINAL.pdf> 

poll conducted by Strategic Communications Inc. of Toronto (with a 

representative sample of 1523 adult residents over the period of 14 to 17 

May 2013) provides evidence of widespread support for the public bike share 

program.  It found: 

 

  

 

* 73 per cent agree that bike-share programs "are part of a public 

transport system that can reduce gridlock and contribute to the liveability 

of Toronto". 

* 68 per cent support the City of Toronto making a financial 

contribution to BIXI "such that it remains a sustainable part of the city's 

transportation and transit network and continues to provide transportation 

options" 

 

  

 

Again, do not let this public bike share program fail.  Is Toronto a 

'world-class city' or not?  Bike share programs are great for tourism.  They 

provide visitors and residents choice in mobility.  Bicycles reduce motor 

vehicle gridlock, are non-polluting, are a cheap and often quick mode of 

travel, and are great exercise.  Thank you very much for your time spent on 

this matter. 

 

  

 

Best regards, 

 

Neil McDermott  

Captain Ward 21 Advocacy Group, Cycle Toronto  

e-mail:   <mailto:ward21@bikeunion.to> ward21@bikeunion.to  



 



 



 
 

  

 


