
City of Toronto 
Community Development and Recreation Committee 

Thursday, May 22, 2014 

CD29.8 Authority to Dispose of End-of-Life, Surplus Fire 
Fighting Equipment 

• I am here today to speak in support of Agenda Item No. CD29.8 -the Authority 
to Dispose of End-of-Life Surplus Fire Fighting Equipment. 

• It has been done before. 

• In August, 2010, Council granted authority to donate sixty (60) bunker suits and 
helmets, forty (40) pairs of fire-fighting boots, and six (6) medical equipment bags 
to the Municipality of Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 

• Bulgaria is a developing country that is part of the European Union. Plovdiv is a 
major city that is 8,000 years old. 

• Fire Services in Plovdiv have trained staff, but the only personal protective 
equipment fire fighters have is the donation by the City in 2010. 

• I have provided pictures of Bulgaria's antiquated fire-fighting equipment. 

• Sixty (60) bunker suits and helmets and forty (40) pairs of boots were distributed 
amongst 400 fire fighters and 13 fire stations. They are extremely grateful and 
would appreciate another donation. 

• Plovidiv, Bulgaria was responsible for all costs and liabilities associated with the 
donation. Therefore, the City will not incur costs to dispose of the equipment. 

• The City's surplus protective personal fire-fighting equipment, while it no longer is 
suitable for service in North America, can be extremely useful for fire fighters in 
Bulgaria and elsewhere. 

• I urge the Committee to approve the recommendations presented to you today. 

tu,cl:a.d 111urrl 
Richard Majkot 
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! Agenda Item History - 20 l0.EX46.45 

lb~ TDRDNID Item 

Tracking Status 
• City Council adopted this item on August 25, 2010 with amendments 
• This item was considered by Executive Committee on August 16, 2010 and was adopted with 

amendments. It will be considered by City Council on August 25, 2010. 

City Council consideration on August 25, 2010 
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I EX46.45 ACTION Amended Ward ·All I 
Toronto Fire Services (TFS) 2010 Capital Project to Replace Firefighter 
Bunker Suits 

City Council Decision 
City Council on August 25, 26 and 27. 2010, adopted the following: 

City Council approve the creation of an in-year Capital project with Fire Services for 
the acquisition of Bunker Suits in the estimated amount of$5.0 million with offsetting 
funding from the Capital Financing Reserve, which will be repaid by contributions from 
Fire's Operating budget over a five-year period. 

2. City Council direct that future required acquisitions of Bunker Suits be included as part 
of Fire Services' submission for the 20 l l to 2020 Capital Plan. 

3. City Council direct that a funding strategy be developed and reviewed as part of the 
2011 Budget Process that would include the viability of annual operating budget 
contributions from Fire Services to lhe Vehicle Reserve - Fire Equipment to ensure 
sufficient funds are available for the ongoing replacement of Bunker Suits. 

4. City Council grant authority to the Fire Chief and General Manager, Toronto Fire 
Services and the Deputy City Manager and Chief Financial Officer, to donate sixty (60) 
bunker suits and helmets, forty (40) pairs of fire fighting boots and six (6) medical 
equipment storage bags that do not meet the current required standards in North 
America, have no resale value and would normally be discarded, to the Municipality of 
Plovdiv, Bulgaria. 

5. City Council grant authority to City officials to execute indemnity and waiver 
agreements with the appropriate officials receiving the donated items, such agreements 
to be in a form satisfactory to the City Solicitor. 

Background Information (Committee) 
Toronto Fire Services (TFS) 20 l 0 Capital Project to Replace Firefighter Bunker Suits 
(http· lfwww. toron to cal l egdocs/mm 1s/20 1 Ole x/bg rd/background fi I eA32 92 8. pc;l f) 

Background Information (City Council) 

http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/view AgendaltemH istory .do ?item=2010. EX 46.45 717/2011 



lVIunicipality of Plovdiv 
Western Region 

BULGARIA, 4001 PLOVDIV, VECHERNICA 1 A Str. 
tel.: +359 32 604 818, 604 810, fax: +359 32 642 019, e-mail: zapaden@plovdiv.bg 

To: David Miller, Mayor 
Joe Pennacbetti, City 
Manager William Stewart, 
Fire Chief City of Toronto 100 
Queen St. W. Toronto, ON, 
Canada MSH 2N2 

Dear Sirs; 

Re: Municipality of Plovdiv - \Vestern Region Needs 

As the Mayor of the Municipality of Plovdiv - Western Region, I enjoyed meeting with 
Richard Majkot, who was vacationing in Bulgaria. We had a very interesting 
discussion and exchange of information about our Municipalities, both in Bulgaria and 
in Canada. 

Plovdiv, is an ancient Bulgarian City that is over 8000 years old Vo1ith much history. 
Over that time, Plovdiv has evolved with much success in improving the living 
conditions for 
our citizens. 

As a Municipality, our goal is to continue to improve those living conditions for our 
citizens. We want to offer as high a quality of health care, protection, social and 
administrative services as possible. 

Unfortunately~ our Municipality has acquired a poor inheritance of resources since the 
time of socialism. Vvbile that is improving \.vith a new national democratic government, 
many aspects of our services to our citizens rema1n underdeveloped. 

For instance, our fire-fighting equipment is physically dangerous to our fire fighters 
and extremely outdated. The personal protective equipment is insufficient and often 
results in injuries to them. Our limited number of Fire Trucks are ancient ( 1950's 
vintage): break dov.-1\ and often malfunction while working to extinguish a fire. That 
dramatically reduces the reliability and effectiveness of the work our fire fighters do to 
save lives and properties. 



We are also lacking in Ambulances. 

During my meeting and conversation with Mr. Majkot, I became aware of the fact that 
l\1unicipalities such as Toronto declare surplus vehicles, such as Fire Trucks and 
Ambulances, that have reached the end of their life cycle for your Municipality but may 
still be operational. 

Mayor Miller, Mr. Pennachetti, and Chief Stewart, I ask you to please consider as the 
Municipality of the City of Toronto, the possibility of donating without cost, surplus 
vehicles such as Fire Trucks and Ambulances as well as any surplus equipment you may 
have to our Municipality, the Municipality of Plovdiv- Western Region. We will pay for 
any costs associated with packing and transporting them from Canada to Bulgaria. 

Following my conversation and meeting with Mr. Majkot, in the spirit of friendship and 
cooperation which I cherish, I remain optimist that the City of Toronto will assist the 
citizens of our Municipality. 

I look forward to hearing from you soon and remain, 

Yours sincerely; 

ZDRA VKO DIMITROV 
Mayor - Municipality of Plovdiv~ Western Region 

Cc Richard Majkot 
\.itv ofTornntn 
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REPUBLIC OF BULG.-\Rl.-\ 
Gt:-., ~rnor t;f Phn tlh Di!>trkt 

RE-: :"laturaJ Disa5ler in Bulgaria 

Februar}' 7. 2011 

:•vU !O b'! ~ ~~,._~nd. :•\s s.ic:1. J ::.rn Gikmg thi;: Eberl} of ·;.r~r.ng !C y'.)u as a fri'!nd. Our 1:-ii::ndst.1::; 
'·''as beorr: cut -:;fol.- r.-;:~d t~ cq~11:- ihe fir'!iighters cf ?lo··~li · ai:d you1 assisc<ince i;, donati:;g 
ftr~f~ghting -:quiprno:n: (ar 0~1r liretighters (sui:s, boocs amJ nelmcts,'. and for that v.e are 
c.\trP.mel:· gratdu! 

!hi~ nebk gt!sWn~ ::. nrn frJrgour.n b~ the Citizens t.:·f PloHl1 \,. C· ur ti rdighlc:rs. aiid iir'! Oflbab 

tlirougho•.IC the Re~ion of Plo~J1\· 

Th~ lire equipment '-~i.I~ divided b~ fir~ Comm;ss1oner P.um~n D1mchi::'. to all fire stations in our 
area. Words can't dc:.t: r1bt! htm mu<.h he and his fir~fighr~rs apprei;iac'! th~ donacion made by )'Oll 

<ind the Cu:, of Trwmcn. Fiit! Commissioner Dimi;he1.- has 400 fir-e!ighters and 13 Fire Stations. 

Ch 1ef )tewart. I \\· ~lilt tt.. ad• i:1e ~nu nl' thl! dramatic v.eather i::oncl 11 ion1.o that are affecting our 

Country Sin•;-: t.ht.: :;c<.:onc! hal l' of Januar> \\-'! hav'! ha<l many ri:!i:ord snowfalis followi:rJ b~ 
·~~:tremel> lo~~ t~mp-:rc1CLti'!S Plv~di~ measrJred tl!mperaturf!s of -.26 degrl!es Cel::;iu5. In o!h.c:r 
part; of 81_1lgaria. all ti:ni: re':ord loh t'!mperatur'!s of -32 degrieec; Cel5ius wer'! ri:i::orderl. 



O\er the pasc ro,ir Ja:-; ch~ tempo::rnwres be·:ame higher. !11 man} pla~es there is a hea·,~ 2.:.1-hour 
ram thJ! melt~ thi:: )Ill)\', r lut has r~s1ilted in a "i\atura! Disaster'' In Btdg<.'lnCI \\ e h'1ve 3 
emergency :llert le1.els ;ello1.v. orang~. and red. 

I ha1, e just dee la red ·Red" iil the Region of Plovdid·.;, the h i~hest emergenc} le1.oe I cod.; in Europe 

Darns ha1,.e broken and \\acer has tlooded several villages. Yil!age5 have be'>!n dest;oy<ed b;. '"ater 
S\vecp1ng them a·.\ a: Th.: re are many human cas1.w.I ties Whatever I imn.:d E mcrgcncy Ser·· ices 
i,1.-e have are m11b1 Ii aJ I h~ -\rm;. th-: P.. ii" Force with helicopters. hi:av ~, cha.n rnachliles, and ;:ill 

si;::-. 1ces ihc:t aie r'! 'e .am in emer s~nc y situations a?e ass i:;ting in this 'ver~ serious siw<111on. 

:\,·fcter};·ologis•s !=·re ;,'1..:t 'trong ~nn .\ O'ver the r.e;('. JS nours anc.J !hen ag:i.111 h · ~i1er cemp-?rat•.H"es 
Ch 1~ f Ste•.'. ::n. e:\jjo:r::; hn.::casc a ')I!\ ero; de\eric:-n~io:i of c::ondltlons 

1·0 1Jr -;ol :-e~~ues ;:· · ·- :!'.: ~; ri! Ser• 1o:e i;; Plovd i': !i;d ve~s::niall;. b:· Ccr:1m1 35 :nc: D'.-;; o:h~" and 
a group ct' d "·~rs . a: ·~ ·'1-e i·~r:::.t tn lmc to ri:scv: pee~:;;-; iii disL•~ss fron the aat,1s ,.,;d the flooding 
m the ;:-: ighbu:ing :.:ea:::. 'Jroun.J the F.~gic.n. -:-:1~ JCOO yec:r old ·'.:'!~:· of Yls·,<::h :s i:i da:"ger ~ f 
b .. :, 1g ~1-.:·:.d.:-ci 

The q .1; piT·.::11 \ :L e.: ."-' .::1~d 1.ho! Cn:;. l'J~·Toronc::: ~o:r.r to:~ to yo,1r cr1 11e;;.g '!5 ·i·r;.IT f=!('·.,t::.i·· :~ ::ie:rg 
use>:~ ti1rc 1.1,;h:•1~ :,'ie a:;;;a :.:1~d ::1-: R.<:!g10n I \•<ir:t :;:; :.s:uri:: ;.o:.: tin ~ beca1,1s~ dth!s ~~ctf~mer.~. 
tir'?iighte··s -:2·i. pc:<-~c-1 ::.L tii•:ii· d~it1~s :ri thts c:: .... ~~~e~ s:h:~.:!on. :i-: 1:. \\.e\,er. a5 .. "' .:.u !' :-lo;.· .. ·ue J'!Z.':f 

·h~it-tr~ er~L :
0

;:1n.; ;:i: r:~· ·· .. \ha·: is riQ\.\ 2.11 ~·;t:·e1t.e;~, arge ': .. isast'!r. 

if \ Cl,.. '~ a' r:: :1r ~;,::,~r~unit;·~~ tc ESSiS! 1JS · ... ·¥:.h ~. f.t11i-~~r ·~cr~aticn ')f i:-qui::>nl~lt a:1:: ·'J(:er t~~hn::-: 
~ • • I 

ya.! ·.~. 111 h·~ .. j ~ ~ 1. : ·:: J1 le2.gl1es t·:i j~::"!r rt1"=~! th~ ':~,.~_r.i:::g~s ~: ·i~:·.c': t h~~· .. :. i: al·e ~~c-.1:~::"'.~· .-4.~ 0-:f,,r,c; . 
°'"e \\I ll ;!S;;L r.:': al! ~·.s:s Th.: C"•t> -::;.t"Toror:!c: ·,:,ii ;;er ;;-,-:1.i:· an: costs 0•· J,a til t~ 1es 

Zdravko D rn1lro-.. 

R.~giona! -:v."::rncr 
Plo1tt!t, Reg1c,n 

~~. Jos~ph ~ennach~Ui 
City i•,[ang-:r 
Cn1 of ·; r11"1nl':i 
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