
 
 

Attachment 3 – Summary of Jurisdictional Research  
 

City  

 

Types of 

Vendors 

Stationary vs. Mobile 

Permits 

Proximity Requirements Time Restrictions   Restricted Zones  

Toronto  

(current)  

Food carts  

(229) 

 

Food trucks  

(188) 

 

Ice cream 

trucks  

(131) 

Stationary Sidewalk 

Vending Permits for food 

carts on the sidewalk. 

 

Stationary Curb Lane 

Vending Permits for food 

trucks and ice cream trucks 

on the road.  

 

Ice cream trucks may be 

mobile in Toronto and East 

York, but no permit is 

required.  

 

25 metres from a business 

that sells similar products 

(except mobile ice cream 

trucks).  

 

25 metres from a place of 

worship (except mobile ice 

cream trucks).  

 

25 metres from another 

vendor (except mobile ice 

cream trucks).  

 

30 metres from the entrance 

to a school, park or dock 

(mobile ice cream trucks). 

 

No time restrictions for 

vendors with designated 

spaces on the sidewalk or 

road.  

 

Mobile ice cream trucks may 

vend for 10 minutes at one 

location, up to 30 minutes on 

one street.  

No new Sidewalk (carts) or 

Curb Lane Vending (trucks) 

Permits issued in Etobicoke, 

York or Scarborough because 

legislation of the former 

municipalities did not allow it.  

 

No new Sidewalk (carts) or 

Curb Lane Vending (trucks) 

Permits issued in wards 20, 27 

and 28 due to the moratorium.  

 

No Curb Lane Vending Permits 

(food trucks) issued in North 

York.  

Toronto  

(proposed)  

Food carts  

 

Food trucks  

 

Ice cream 

trucks  

 

Stationary Sidewalk 

Vending Permits for food 

carts.  

 

Mobile Ice Cream Truck 

Permits for ice cream trucks 

operating on the road.  

 

Mobile Food Vending 

Permits for food trucks 

operating in Mobile 

Vending Zones.  

 

25 metres from a licensed 

eating establishment 

(Sidewalk Vending Permits).   

 

50 metres from a licensed 

eating establishment (Mobile 

Vending Permits).   

 

25 metres from the property 

line of a place of worship.  

 

25 metres from another 

vendor.  

 

30 metres from the property 

line of a school (Ice Cream 

Vending Permits, Mobile 

Vending Permits) 

 

No time restrictions for 

Sidewalk Vending Permit 

holders or for Mobile 

Vending Permit holders.  

 

Mobile Vending Permit 

holders must observe all 

parking time restrictions. 

 

Mobile Vending Permit 

holders may not vend for 

more than 3 hours on any 

one bock. 

 

Ice Cream Vending Permit 

holders may vend for max. 

30 minutes on any street.  

ML&S will develop and 

maintain a list of Restricted 

Zones in consultation with 

BIAs and local councillors' 

offices.  



 
 

Maximum 2 Mobile 

Vending Permits per block 

face.   

 

Calgary  

(1,096,833) 

Food carts 

(14) 

 

Food trucks 

(48) 

 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks operating at parking 

spaces on the road.   

25 metres from operating 

restaurants without written 

permission of the owner.  

 

100 metres from a school.  

 

100 metres from a park 

(excluding downtown).  

 

Maximum 2 mobile food 

trucks per block face at any 

time.  

 

No time restrictions for 

stationary vendors.  

 

Mobile food trucks may 

operate 7:00AM–3:00AM.  

 

Mobile food trucks must 

observe parking time 

restrictions.  

 

Mobile food trucks may not 

operate for more than 5 

hours at a block face.  

 

Mobile food trucks must 

observe 'roll/no-roll zones' 

designated by the City.  

 

Business Improvement Districts 

may provide additional areas.   

 

Mobile food trucks may not 

operate in angled or nose-in 

parking spaces.  

 

 

Edmonton  

(812,201) 

Food trucks 

(15) 

 

Food carts 

(14) 

 

Ice cream 

trucks 

(10) 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk and trucks on the 

road.  

 

Mobile vending allowed for 

ice cream trucks, without a 

permit.  

20 metres from a business 

that sells a similar product or 

service unless permission is 

received from the business.  

  

400 metres from any school. 

 

10 metres from intersections 

and LRT entrances.  

 

5:00AM–3:00AM in 

locations other than City 

parks.  

 

5:00AM–11:00PM in parks. 

 

No restricted zones specified. 

Vending locations must be 

approved by the City.     

Hamilton  
(519,949) 

Food carts 

 

Food trucks 

 

Catering 

trucks  

 

Ice cream 

trucks 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

 

 

 

100 metres from a school, 

park, hospital or special event 

boundary.  

 

30 metres from a restaurant 

without written permission of 

the owner.  

 

6 metres from an 

intersection.  

Mobile food trucks must 

observe parking time 

restrictions.  

 

Mobile food trucks permitted 

for maximum 3 hours at one 

location.  

 

Not permitted in residential 

areas 8:00PM–8:00AM. 

 

 

Hess Entertainment District 

operating hours restriction 

2:30AM–8:00AM. 
 

Business Improvement Areas 

may declare themselves non-

vending zones. 

 

 

 



 
 

Ottawa 

(883,391) 

Food carts 

(32) 

 

Food trucks  

(29) 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk and food trucks on 

the road.   

91 metres from a public 

market.  

 

46 metres from a restaurant.  

 

10 metres from a bus stop. 

 

9 metres from an 

intersection.  

 

2 metres from another 

vendor.  

 

No time restrictions.  No restricted zones specified. 

Vending locations must be 

approved by the City.     

Saskatoon  

(260,600) 

Food carts  

(9) 

 

Food trucks  

(3) 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

 

 

20 metres from a restaurant.  

 

30 metres from a school.  

 

20 metres from a park or 

concession.  

 

150 metres from a special 

event or festival.  

 

10 metres from any 

intersection, crosswalk or bus 

stop.  

 

Maximum 2 mobile food 

trucks per block face at any 

time.  

 

No time restrictions for 

stationary vendors.  

 

Mobile food trucks must 

observe parking time 

restrictions.  

 

Mobile food trucks may not 

operate for more than 5 

hours on a blockface. 

 

Residential zoning districts and 

streets adjacent to residential 

zoning districts.  

 

Mobile trucks shall not operate 

in angel or nose-in parking 

spaces.  

 

Vancouver  

(603,502) 

Food carts 

(85) 

 

Stationary 

food trucks 

(30) 

 

Mobile food 

trucks (26) 

Stationary location permits 

for all vendors.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks only outside 

downtown.   

Fixed carts 50 metres from a 

restaurant.  

 

Mobile food trucks 60 

metres from a restaurant.  

 

60 metres from any park or 

concession.  

Food trucks may only operate 

7:00AM–11:00PM.  

 

Mobile food trucks must 

move after 60 minutes 

without a sale.  

Mobile food trucks not 

permitted downtown.  

 

Stationary vendors' locations 

must be approved by the City.  



 
 

Winnipeg  

(663,617) 

Food carts  

 

Food trucks 

 

~200 cart 

and truck 

licences 

total.  

 

Mobile location permits for 

food carts on the sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

20 metres from a restaurant.  

 

3 metres from the entrance to 

a building. 

 

20 metres from the entrance 

to a park.  

 

25 metres from a designated 

vending area.  

 

No time restrictions on the 

mobile food carts.  

 

Mobile food trucks must 

observe the parking time 

restrictions.  

 

  

City designates restricted 

zones.  

 

  

Boston 

(636,479) 

Food carts 

 

Food trucks 

(72) 

 

Canteen 

trucks 

 

Ice cream 

trucks  

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Stationary permits for food 

trucks at 18 designated 

locations on the road, 

allocated every three 

months by lottery.  

No specified proximity 

requirements, as sites are 

designated by the City and 

considered appropriate on a 

case-by-case basis.  

Three time slots for food 

trucks at designated locations 

on the road:  

- Breakfast (6:00AM-

10:00AM)  

- Lunch (10:00AM – 

3:00PM)  

- Dinner (3:00PM-

9:00PM/11:00PM)  

 

Vending prohibited in 

residential zones.  

 

Chicago  

(2,715,000) 

Food carts 

 

Food trucks 

 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

61 metres from retail food 

establishments at street level, 

except 12:00AM–2:00AM.   

 

6 metres from a crosswalk.  

 

9 metres from a stop light or 

stop sign.  

5AM to 2AM unless 

otherwise permitted.  

 

Mobile food trucks not 

permitted in one space for 

more than 2 hours or 

according to posted parking 

regulations, whichever is the 

lesser.  

 

Mobile food trucks prohibited 

adjacent to a protected bike 

lane.  

 

City maintains a published list 

of prohibited street vending 

locations.  

New York  

City  

(8,337,000) 

Food carts  

 

 

Food trucks  

 

 

 

Mobile location permits for 

food carts on the sidewalk. 

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

 

 

5 metres from a fire hydrant.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mobile food trucks must 

abide by all parking 

regulations.  

City maintains a published list 

of prohibited street vending 

locations. 



 
 

Portland  

(583,776) 

Food carts 

 

Food trucks 

 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Mobile permits for food 

trucks at parking spaces on 

the road.  

60 metres from an operating 

restaurant.  

 

60 metres from another 

street vendor. 

 

60 metres from a hotel, bed 

and breakfast, hostel or inn. 

 

6:00AM and 10:00PM 

 

Vendors may apply for a 

night vending licence to 

operate 10:00PM to 6:00AM  

 

 

The City specifies vending 

zones.  

San 

Francisco  

(825,111) 

Food carts  

(43) 

 

 

Food trucks  

(72) 

 

 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Stationary permits for food 

trucks on the road. The City 

designates spaces for food 

trucks to operate and trucks 

may apply for multiple 

spaces. Trucks may not 

operate elsewhere, and the 

spaces are not reserved 

solely for food trucks.  
 

150 metres from a middle 

school or junior high school 

7:00AM–5:00PM Monday 

to Friday 

 

300 metres from any high 

school between 7:00AM and 

5:00PM Monday to Friday.  

 

20 metres from any 

operating restaurant.  

6:00AM to 3:00AM City maintains a published list 

of prohibited street vending 

locations and restricted zones.  

Seattle 

(626, 600)  

Food carts 

(20) 

 

Food trucks 

(51) 

Stationary location permits 

for food carts on the 

sidewalk.  

 

Stationary permits for food 

trucks operating on the road 

in 'Food-Vehicle Zones'.    

15 metres from a food 

service business.  

 

5 metres from any business 

entrance or exit. 

 

300 metres from any public 

or private school containing a 

9
th

-12
th

 grade class.  

 

15 metres from a park.  

 

Day permits: 6AM to 8PM 

 

Night permits: 8PM to 6AM 

City maintains a published list 

of prohibited street vending 

locations and 'Food Vehicle 

Zones'.  

 

 


