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more likely to be living in poverty than children in the city's least diverse 
neighbourhoods. 

The experience of poverty hurts children and their life chances. Children living in 
poverty start school less ready to learn, have less access to extracurricular 
activities, and are less likely to succeed at school. Children living in poverty are 
also more likely to be neglected or maltreated, in many cases because parents -
through no fault of their own- are simply not able to provide for their children's 
needs. 

So what can be done? Lots. 

Child poverty levels are, in large part, the result of political choices. In countries 
like Denmark and Finland child poverty rates are below 4%; in Toronto the rate is 
seven times higher. Through a strong poverty reduction strategy, the United 
Kingdom reduced Child poverty by 40% between the mid-1990s and 2010. 

Four action steps are needed to reduce Toronto's unacceptably high poverty 
rates. 

First, political leaders (at all levels of government) need to state clearly and 
publicly a) that it is unacceptable for almost one in three children to be growing 
up in poverty in Toronto and b) that they are committed to changing this situation. 

Mayor Tory has said this a few times. We need all Councillors to say it- to 
constituents, to their supporters, to the media, and to community leaders. 

Second, the all levels of government need to develop coherent, comprehensive 
and complimentary plans to reduce poverty. The #TO Prosperity plan which is 
before you is a very good start. It includes many actions that have been proven to 
be effective in reducing poverty in other cities, including: 

• City leadership in implementing a living wage 
• The leveraging of city spending on infrastructure and services to create 

jobs in low-income neighbourhoods 
• The expansion of affordable housing through better zoning, enforcement 

and investment 
• The improvement of access to public transit through a reduced fare transit 

pass for low-income residents 
• The expansion of subsidized child care 

Research has shown mat all of these investments pay back in reduced health care, 
justice and social services costs many times over. 
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The third step is to set a specific target for progress in reducing poverty. In 2013, 
Calgary set a goal of reducing poverty by 50% in 10 years. Edmonton has 
committed to eradicate poverty in a generation. Toronto's strategy lacks a clear 
and compelling target that you - and we - can rally the public behind. 

The fmal step is to commit to the sustained, long-term investment needed to 
significantly reduce poverty- starting now. 

Toronto's 2015 budget was a good start. Poverty reduction was named as a clear 
priority with an investment of $26M in city dollars for new and enhanced 
initiatives. 

But as Mayor Tory said at that time, that was just a start. 

Now that the final poverty reduction plan is completed, it's essential that you 
begin implementation promptly by making poverty reduction one of the top 
priorities in the 2016 budget, and by continuing to build on and expand the city's 
investment that was started last year. 

Furthermore, in 2016, the city needs to work to identify a dedicated long-term 
revenue source to allow a sustained investment commitment to the city's 20-year 
poverty reduction strategy starting with the 2017 Budget. 

That's the only way to ensure that the strategy is not subject to the vicissitudes of 
political motivation. 

Reducing child poverty should be and can be above political debate: I have yet to 
meet a politician who wants to increase child poverty. 

I urge you to make Toronto a vibrant, inclusive city of opportunity for all. 

Hundreds of community members have stepped forward over the past year to 
share their personal stories and struggles and pain. 

The ball is now in your court. 

Sincerely, 

Blair Boddy, 
Director, Internal Resources 
Children's Aid Society of Toronto 
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