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February 23, 2015

Public Works and Infrastructure Committee
Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2

Re: A Road Safety Plan for Toronto
Dear Colleagues,
In 2014, 51 Torontonians were killed and many more were seriously injured in traffic crashes.
The trend is down but we can and must do better, particularly for pedestrians and cyclists, our
most vulnerable road users.
Vision Zero is an international road safety initiative that aims to eliminate traffic-related
injuries and fatalities. Founded in Sweden in 1997, Vision Zero has been implemented in the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and major American cities, including Boston, Seattle and
New York.
While Toronto has a number of policies that speak to different aspects of road safety, we lack
an overarching umbrella framework that focuses squarely on the issue.
That's why I'm asking for a comprehensive plan to reduce traffic-related deaths and injuries
on Toronto's roads.
We should learn from the expertise and real world experience of other leading jurisdictions,
and the recommendation asks for a review of best practices, including Vision Zero.
The recommendation also asks for a review of existing collision data to inform our approach
as well as a robust public consultation strategy, including the creation of a Road Safety
Advisory Group to engage key stakeholders.

Continued…

I have confirmed with staff that funding is available within Transportation Services' existing
budget to undertake the development of a proposal for City Council's consideration in 2015.
Warm regards,

Jaye Robinson
City Councillor
Ward 25 – Don Valley West

RECOMMENDATION
1) City Council direct the General Manager, Transportation Services, in consultation with
other city divisions, as appropriate, to report to the Public Works and Infrastructure
Committee in the fourth quarter of 2015 with a comprehensive plan to improve road
safety, including, but not limited to:
a. A review of international best practices from comparable jurisdictions, including
Vision Zero;
b. A review of existing city policies, strategies and guidelines that touch on road
safety;
c. An enhanced analysis of city-wide traffic collision data;
d. Specific recommendations to improve road safety, particularly for pedestrians
and cyclists, over the short, medium and long terms;
e. An implementation plan and funding strategy, as appropriate;
f. A regular reporting mechanism to track progress;
g. The creation of a Road Safety Advisory Group to engage key internal partners
and external stakeholders, including but not limited to the Toronto Police
Service, Toronto Public Health, the Disability Issues Committee, CARP, CAA,
Cycle Toronto, WalkToronto, TDSB, TCDSB, Sunnybrook and the Toronto
Centre for Active Transportation; and,
h. The creation of a Road Safety Task Force to be developed and led by
Transportation Services.

