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City halts CP

Eggleton
retaliates for
‘sneaky’ razing
of rail station

By Tom Kerr Torento Star

Toronto Mayor Art Eggle-
tyn ordered a “dead halt" to
a billion-dollar dowuntown
development planner by CP
Rail in retallation for the
“gneaky” demolitiun of the
historic West Torontu rall-
way station.

*"As much o3 we need that
duvalopment. I'm not golng te sit
here and do nothing while they

detiberately flout 1he law." an
m'l&ry 24 n said yesterday in
ordering “an imwediate to

nei;aua ms."

na tele{{'um 10 CP Rail presi-
dt,;:’\l“'\:. A Stlnsm‘il., o on
B company w prose
cuted for this “illegal act. which
amounts lo vandalism and
corporate irresponsibiilty.”

The city made preserva-
tiyn of the uid station in the west-
end Junction Triangle (Dundas,
Dugont and Annatte Sts) one af
the conditions for approval of
any {argescale redevelopent of
the 150 avres of raliway lunds
downtown,

No permit

With the ‘;rowwl still on the
table, CP Ruil brought in u dem
lition «rew from Ollowy early
yesterday and reduced the his
toric lumtmark to rubble over
the o ions of clty officials
and without oblaining o demuli-
tion permit,

fSgpleton. who arrived on the
seene minutes after the rall crew
refused to obey city orders v
stop, waos still fuming loxt night
apuut the “reesponsibility™ of it
all. He said he wax nol warned
about the demaelition,

“I'mangry, wutraged and dis
gasted 1hat this huge corporation
wuuld deliberately flout the taw
in such 4 manner.” he suid. A
fine snUenough.”

The mmlmny hua begn chargs
vd under the Ontario Building
Cude Aet with razing (hy build
ing without & demelition permit,
which corries a masimum fine of

The five Oltows-area men
currying out the demulition were
Inspedd sumtonses fur provesd-
ing without & permit. which
uar;iu. o praximum fae of $100
each,

CP Hoil spokesman Stephen
Morris said the company docsn't
Tudivve it needs o demwlition per-
mit beeause the railwogy is a
vompany under federal churter
and e Luikiing was on railway
property.

. Fall deadline

Admitting that no prior warn-
ing had heen isuet 1o the Clty,
Morris satd 1he railway had
made it clear there was o fall
deatline for (e huflding to e oi
ther physically  comoves! o
demwlishedd,

“We had nu options.” e suid,
“heviuse we're rommitted W @
third Bie fur improved G0 serv-
iee in the spring.”

1 buarded up the statiun in
1978 and offered it to the ¢ity o
bisturieal sovlety for $1. amd
tater offered te help in the cust of
relncating it

Tut ity plannters delt it could
ber primerved = probubly un the
samie sife — without affocting
the railway’s pian o lring o
Shind rail lhne in

Ezgdeton i he stit o lotter
way in Septemteer ask-
A further mevting it
tirning 1 inle e farmers” mar-

]

Maration Bealty, the real e
fabe 3w of CP Hail bamiles e
sutlilions Tur the propesed
downtonn  redeveiopment i
CE Rolt taks after negotislions
Tor the West Toranto station.

Marathon s fomresitiont Bob

i

Rail project

2 WAREB

today . . . Only rubble and a lot of ifl feelings were lait yesterday alter CP Rail without warn-
ing razed the Wes! Toromo rall station, which was 10 ba preserved as a historical landmark. Toron-
to Mayor Art Egglaton, left, who was on the scene in minutes, calied the move “sneaky.”

Matoe suid the (‘il‘y" wos lold
it (he future of the hiserie st
thon vouldn’t be linked with the
dewntows development.

{te said CP infurmed him just
wiek thot it was gufng 10 demol-
inht the stotion on Thursday. Un
Hth.

At that time., Molone siid e
contacied  Fpginon's  offier
ahout im eare meeting 1o diseuss
the stenion. $le dldn't sy by the
sation was to b demolished,
and Bgeleton’s appaintment
funid, was {ull

1 was only acting out W vours
1eay Berguse of the mavor's
apparent desive o incarporate
the station Imo the development
uf ruihway land,™ Matone soid. "l
thought he'd Hke 1o know the
clecisun 1o domolish it

Eggheton said he had no idea
thot Malone wanted to report the
station was to be demolishied.

“] didn’t know there was any
urgency sinee he didn't say whai
it wan il pbout. 1 thought' it was
to discuss the formers’ murket
praposal.”

No excuse

11 "doestt vxcuse CF provecd:
ing ilegally without any wond to
the city,” he suid,

A disturbed Malone soid,
hopee on refleetion he will recons
sider. The devejopment of the
railway Junds ove pretty anpor-
lant 10 everyone.”

The West Toranto atution was
one of the fow hullt in the ~old
house form™ ond wis of histori-
eal significance because it was at

the junction of raitway Hoes for
the old town of West Toronte
Jdunetion, which juined Toromte
in 1400,

Vo just burrified,” said Ukmy
Fonciwr, president of the West
Torente Junetion Mistorical S
«1y. Our_group his heen apemd-
ing considerable time tw fost
vear figuring out how fo sove the
station. We thought we were
deating with CP i good fith."

“Emojust so flatdurgasted
wurds wan’t conne.” sab Heathor
Broadbent. president of 1he
Ontario Histurical Sochdy.

St said theve hus been o rash
of rafiway station demotitions re-
contly and the compuny ey to
b able 10 do what It wints withe
aut regard for anyane,
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