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* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* This Motion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required 
to waive referral.

Recommendations
Councillor Kristyn Wong-Tam, seconded by Councillor Gary Crawford, recommends that:

1. City Council express its support of the Massey Hall Revitalization Project to the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Sport, and City Council encourage the provincial government to allocate 
available funds to Massey Hall in order to advance successful completion of Phase 2.

Summary
The Corporation of Massey Hall and Roy Thomson hall has embarked on a major revitalization 
of the iconic Massey Hall that involves both an extensive restoration of this heritage building 
combined with significant new construction elements, and a significant strategic evolution in 
how this renewed asset is to be operated.   This project is about building self-sustaining digital 
infrastructure that will help grow our music industry in an increasingly important and 
competitive global market.

The full scope of the Massey Hall Revitalization will be undertaken in 2018. The Massey Hall 
Revitalization team has set out the case for the $110 million Phase 2 Massey Hall 
Revitalization to all levels of government. They have requested $34 million from each of the 
federal and provincial governments, as well as meaningful support from the City of Toronto 
and expect to raise over $40 million in private sector contributions. As 2018 approaches it is 
critical that the support and commitment of public sector partners is secured. The federal and 
provincial governments' initial investment of $8 million each in Phase 1 allowed progress on 
the Massey Hall Revitalization, the first major renovation in over 70 years. To complete the job 
it is necessary to move forward to Phase 2 to capitalize on the full potential of this national 
cultural institution.

The economic and social impact study undertaken as part of the Revitalization shows that it 
will contribute in measurable long-term growth in jobs and for our economy. When complete 
the impact will be:



·       300 FTE jobs a year
·       $26.8 million contribution to GDP
·       $8.3 million contribution to the tax base

Massey Hall will continue to operate without public operating grants from any level of 
government. A public sector capital commitment to Massey Hall, spread over four of five 
years, is a realistic investment that will reap long term benefits for the City of Toronto, the 
performing arts sector, and the local economy for many years going forward.
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