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Thank you for the opportunity to speak today on the 2017 budget. You have a very important job to
do on behalf of all Torontonians and the decisions you make will have long term impacts on our city.

Cities produce 75% of global carbon emissions. That makes cities a very important place to take
climate action. The City of Toronto has made a commitment to reduce climate emissions 30% by
2020 and 80% by 2050. It's extremely important to do so as it will take strong coordinated action in
all jurisdictions to head off global temperature rise of as much as 4 — 6 degrees C. this century. Our
international commitment is to stay under a global rise of 2 degrees. Mayor Tory signed a climate
pledge in Paris in 2015. This chart shows what the current trajectory looks like — a business as usual
path, with the Paris commitments, and what’s actually required in terms of reducing emissions to stay
under 2 degrees temperature rise. Without strong climate action we will see a global reduction of as
much as 40% in the ability to feed ourselves, sea level rise of one to three metres, millions of climate
refugees and a potentially unlivable planet. Locally we will see severe costs due to flooding from
extreme weather and rising food prices. We are already seeing this. | was in India last fall and
visited areas that are experiencing severe drought as a result of emissions from other parts of the
world. Drought equals famine, and famine equals instability. As Canada’s largest city we can play a
leadership role in taking the steps required for a stable climate future. Places like Germany have
shown us how we can cut carbon and transition to a renewable energy economy and the City’s own
Toronto Atmospheric Fund has funded some important projects that take us in that direction.

The City of Toronto Environment and Energy Division has prepared a staff report (PE15.1) as part of
its initiative ‘Transform TO’. In its Report for Action dated Dec 12 2016 called ‘Transform TO Short
Term Strategies Business Case’ p. 2 notes that $1.6 million needs to be added to the 2017 budget.
This amount can be leveraged to millions more and can start reductions needed in the 2017 — 2020
period as well as prepare for the long term reductions needed, which will be much more difficult to
reach. It's a steep trajectory and we need to get a start on it. (illustration) $1.6 million is a small
amount of money, and extremely important to spend now. The longer we delay climate action the
more carbon emissions accumulate and the harder it will be to make the cuts required to stay under
the 2 degree rise.

The report outlines strategies in housing, in transportation, and waste management to achieve the
reductions. Transform TO is working with community groups like ours (ClimateFast) to engage the
wider community.

It’s really important right now is to understand and plan for the increase in transit required if
we are to reduce our climate emissions from transportation. We need a ‘modal shift’ from cars



to transit, cycling, and walking, and we need to invest in the infrastructure needed and keep the cost
of transit affordable and attractive if we are to achieve these goals. To make the investments in
transit, in building retrofits, and other measures outlined by Transform TO in the years ahead we will
we need to increase revenues to the city. In December | attended a session on the long-term financial
options for the City and was very impressed at the variety of revenue options open to the City. There
is no reason why we should be lacking in the funds to create the great City we all want Toronto to be.
Community programs and services should be well funded in operating dollars — and infrastructure,
especially transit, and energy retrofits, should receive the necessary capital required — because we
can generate the funds we need. Councillors should be prepared to increase property taxes to the
GTA average, and should also consider hotel tax, vehicle registration fee, municipal sales tax and
many other options. 40% of Toronto’s climate emissions come from transportation, that means
cars. Road tolls are not enough. They will not be in place for years and will almost entirely go to
funding the very expensive Gardiner rebuild, a project that takes us the opposite direction from
where we need to go in terms of the modal shift to transit. What we need is an ambitious transit
construction program, and a well-funded TTC operating budget.

In the immediate term please do take the step of funding Transform TO for $1.6 million in 2017 to set
us up for success. Transform TO will also bring with it co-benefits such as job creation. By investing
now we will attract funding from other levels of government. The City will be a better place for taking
this action and our children will thank us.

Lyn Adamson

For CLIMATEFAST,

climatefast@climatefast.ca
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NOTES ON CLIMATE CHANGE - WITH REFERENCES

We care for climate change because we have already warmed Earth’s surface temperature
by 1.2 degrees Celsius since the beginning of the industrial era (World Meteorological
Organization, 2016). The current rate in which humanity emits greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere puts us on track to warm Earth’s surface temperature by 4-6 degrees Celsius by the

end of this century (IPCC, 2014, Synthesis Report, pp. 17-25).

This warming means that by the end of this century the ability to grow food in vast
regions across the globe will decline by 40-60% (ibid, pp. 64-73), and sea levels will rise by at
least one meter (ibid, pp. 42-43). Recent estimations published by a group of leading scientists
studying loss of ice mass in Greenland (Kjeldsen et al., 2015) and in Antarctica (Hansen ef al.,
2016), claim that by the end of this century sea levels are anticipated to rise by several meters.
This rise will submerge low-lying coastal regions and cities (IPCC, 2014, Synthesis Report, pp.
42-43; Hansen et al., 2016).

A substantial sea level rise, coupled with a sharp decline in the ability to grow food, will
cause hundreds of millions of people to become refugees (IPCC, 2014, Impacts, Adaptation, and

Vulnerability, pp. 766-771).

The technology to generate 100% of humanity’s energy via renewable energies already
exists. A work promoted by several technological universities delineates a detailed roadmap on
how to transition 139 countries into using 100% renewable energies (wind, water and sunlight)
in all sectors (electricity, transportation, industry, agriculture, aviation, shipping) by the year
2050 (Jacobson et al., 2016).

Implementing this transition would cost humanity approximately $2.9 trillion every year
from 2016 to 2050 (ibid, p. 1). However, the resources to make this transition exist. According to
the International Monetary Fund, the oil-coal-gas industry receives subsidies and tax relief every

year that amount to $5.3 trillion (IMF, 2015, p. 5).
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Figure 2: Measured and projected GHG emissions to 2650
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* measured emissions are based on a City of Toroato specific GHG accounting methedology, projected emissions reflect adoption
of the international GHG Protocel for Cities
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