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Why? Because EVERYONE cares….Because 
Everyone Cares. 

WHY HEALTH?



…AND BECAUSE IT’S A HUGE BUSINESS!

Pop’n GDP Health Spend R&D Spend Pharma
Revenues

Canada 35.8M $1,956B $215B 
(11% GDP) $14B $15B

Ontario 13.8M 
(40%)

$733B 
(37%)

$5.9B 
(41% Budget)

$7B
(50%)

$8B 
(53%)
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TORONTO REGION HEALTH SCIENCES CLUSTER:
A PERFECT MIX OF SCIENCE, BUSINESS AND 

LIFESTYLE 
IN THE ONLY GROWING METRO REGION
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FOUR PILLARS OF THE HEALTH CLUSTER
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EMBEDDED IN AN URBAN INNOVATION HUB

Linking creative & business assets of Toronto

Discovery District Financial District Creative & Arts District

Gardiner Museum of Ceramic Art
Royal Ontario Museum

Women’s College 

MaRS Discovery District
UHN Toronto General
Hospital for Sick children

Entertainment District

Four Seasons Centre

University of Toronto

UHN Princess Margaret
Mount Sinai

Art Gallery of Ontario

Royal Conservatory 
of Music

TIFF & OCADU

Financial District

Toronto Rehab
Ryerson 
University



TORONTO REGION CLUSTER STRENGTHS
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PEOPLE ARE STARTING TO TAKE 
NOTE….YET WE REMAIN A HIDDEN SOURCE 

OF OPPORTUNITY
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CONVERGENCE CREATES OPPORTUNITIES: 
DEALS IN THE REGION

⦁ Feb 23, 2017:  Fusion Pharmaceuticals, a 
targeted radiopharmaceutical company, 
launches with a $25M USD Series A Financing 
led by Johnson and Johnson Innovation

⦁ Dec 12, 2016:  Bayer and Versant Ventures join 
forces to launch BlueRock Therapeutics, a 
stem cell therapy company, with a $225M USD 
Series A Financing

⦁ Nov 2, 2016: Turnstone Biologics, a clinical 
stage company developing oncolytic viral 
immunotherapies, completed $41.4M Series B 
financing led by OrbiMed
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TOHEALTH! STRATEGY
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TOHEALTH! ACCOMPLISHMENTS

⦁ Toronto WON the bid to host The MedTech Conference 
2020 
⦁ A HUGE Collaborative effort between city, province, 

industry orgs

⦁ A global Medical Device conference, 3000 people, 
nearly $10M in revenue for Toronto

⦁ First time outside of the US!

⦁ Toronto Health Innovation Week 2017
⦁ 2000+ attendees over the week, 26 Events 

throughout the city
⦁ In partnership with MaRS + many other entities, 

create a draw into the Toronto Region to do Business 
in Health

⦁ Family Office Health Science Forum:  Education and 
networking for investors in Health Science (Sept 6, 
2017)11



CREATING A MAJOR GLOBAL EVENT
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THIW 2017 SPONSORS (NOTABLE 
ABSENCE)
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TOHEALTH! PROGRAMS 2018

⦁ Toronto Region Health Sciences Portal:  Interactive 
portal to discover and connect with Toronto’s rich 
Health Science assets (Q4 2017)

⦁ Participation in events/speaking/showcasing 
opportunities, connecting international organizations 
with the Toronto cluster
⦁ BioXClusters panel in Berlin – BioEurope 2017
⦁ BIO 2018 – similar programming to 2017, with Montreal In 

Vivo
⦁ The Cluster Initiative Global Conference 2018, Toronto –

Cluster tour lead

⦁ Stewardship Program:  Developing a program to build 
and maintain international relationships with sector 
specific cluster and innovation groups, global MNE 
headquarters, etc and liason between these groups and 
the Toronto cluster14



@TOHealthToronto

tohealth.ca

IMPACT HEALTH (AND WEALTH) 
HERE

Ella Korets-Smith
Executive Director TO Health!

ella.korets-smith@tohealth.ca
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