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Designing the Inclusive Environment 

The Foyer creates equal and easy access for all users of 
the Civic Centre. The building Complex is accessible from 
the new Civic Square, Kipling Avenue and Bloor Street. 

secondary office entra nee 

office tower 

c1v1csquare 

The Civic Space is designed as a low building structure 
in varying heights and volumes that contain all the 
functions of the Civic Centre not considered office space. 
The varying heights allow the rooftops to be accessible, 
activated as playgrounds and breakout spaces and the 
angled roofs provide integrated railing. The volumes of 
the Civic Centre are visually separated from one another, 
breaking down the grand scale of the building to meet 
the Civic Square, the Public Ream and the pedestrian 
scale. 
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The buildings programm es are used to activate the pedes­
trian level towards the Civic Square, the internal Foyer and 
Bloor Street 

The gymnasium, pool, library and main entrance are all 
located towards the Civic Square animating the fo;:ade and 
creating a backdrop that is full oflife, throughout the day. 

Situated on the first floor directly above the main entrance, 
the Council Chamber is highly visible from the Civic 
Square and the Foyer Space and is easily accessible for both 
the public and the Council Chamber members. From within 
the Council Chamber there is visual connection back to the 
Foyer and vice versa drawing on the connection between 
Civic duty and the community. 
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Axonometric View, highlighting the placement of 
functions in the building complex 

- Community Recreation Centre

D Community Service Space 

- Toronto Public Library District Branch

D Loading and Support Area 

D Civic Space 
- Daycare Centre

- Office Space

D Mechanical Space
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Designing Active Spaces 
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Yearly Event Calendar 

The design invites for public life through optimizing climatic 

conditions with complementary events and activities. Civic 

Square cannot be equally active throughout the 24/7 /365 

but it can respond to usage patterns associated with the 

community. People attract people and thus a virtuous cycle 

increases the intensity of use and more efficiently optimizes 

public investment. 
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Envisioned as a modern·day square, the Civic 

Square is designed to accommodate a large 

variety of events, gatherings and festivals while 

creating a Public Realm thatsupports day·to·day 

activities. The design of the Civic Square does 

not offer one vast open space; rather it offers 

an opportunity for the users to be creative in 

the way the spaces are used. The future success 

of the Civic Square is in the ability for it to be 

occupied for activities throughout the day, for 

as much of the year as possible. 

The Southern part of the site is designed as 

a playful, diverse and meandering Public 

Realm. The Civic Square is programmed to 

coincide with the activities within the building, 

enhancing the connection between inside and 

outside: An exterior water feature and play· 

art zone are located adjacent to the pool, a 

performance area and informal seating tribune 

are next to the library and a Civic Info Area is 

directly adjacent to the main entrance. In an 

effort of community outreach, the Civic Info 

Area is the first point of arrival from the Civic 

Square giving visitors access to Civic decision 

making by hosting events such as Meet your 

Councilor or Speakers Night. 

The trees on the Civic Square are designed as 

anchor points creating a natural and green 

element on the plaza that will have a physical 

presence throughout the year. To buffer out 

the vehicular noise of Dundas Street, trees are 

denser towards the South. A Farmer's Market 

or Flea Market can be held under the canopy of 

the trees, giving a scale to the urban space that is 

continually interesting to inhabit and provides 

solar relief in the warm summer months. 

11. m 

West Elevation 1:300 

Designing for Civic Use 

Councillor Battle: Similar to a DJ battle, Councillors and 

members of the Public can meet and exchange opinions. 

Civil Governance in a fun way. 

0 

Fun in th Sun: kids can play in the water feature and 

crawl on the Play Art sculptures. The sculptures are made 

by different artists and are rotated every 6 months. 

40.9111 

Remembrance Day: The Council Chamber is decorated 

with poppies, speeches are held on the Civic Square and 

coffee and tea is served in the gymnasium. 

Ice Sculpture Festival: Every year different teams 

from the neighbourhood challenge each other in the Ice 

Sculpture Festival. 

I 

Outdoor Yoga: Saturday morning, a great way to start the 

weekend. 

1/ 

I? 
Lunch on the Square: People working in the offices can en­

joy lunch under the trees on the Civic Square while kids from 

the kindergarden are using the Westwood sign as a climber. 

t 

I 

Double Gymnasium Main entrance from Square Swimming Pool Library 

0 1 

/; 
Baseball Game: The Toronto Blue Jays are followed 

closely by families in the neighbourhood. 

0 
Holiday Market: An anually returning event the whole 

Square is buzzing with life each December. 
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Option1:  Status Quo
This option contemplates retaining the existing EtobicokeCivic Centre (ECC) at 399 The West Mall and upgrading it through a complete a full life cycle retrofit and office modernization plan by 2023 to accommodate City staff forthe next 30 years. The option assumes:a) The construction of a civic square over the existing132 parking spaces  at the same cost as in the NewECC option .b) The construction of a Library and Recreation centre onBlock 1 at the WTL and including a loss in land salerevenue due to the reduced density available for sale.c) The sale of Block 4 at the WTL, which would be freedup if the ECC was not being relocated.d) The termination of a portion of the third party leasesdue to the additional employees being accommodatedthrough the office modernization program.

1

Status Quo vs New ECC Option 2: New ECC
This option consists of the relocation of the current ECC to Block 4 ofthe WTL. A new ECC building (260,000 sf) is proposed with community, civic and support space (91,550 sf). The facility is assumed to be constructed by 2023 and operated for 30 years. Similar to the Status Quo option the assumptions include:a) The construction of a civic square at the same cost as included inStatus Quo but all parking (430 spaces) will be accommodatedunderground.b) The construction of a Library, Recreation centre and a day careon Block 4 lands.c) The sale of 399 The West Mall as a single block with conditionsin place for the buyer to retain certain heritage aspects andprovide space for civic uses if required in the current building.
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