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Supporting the viability of heritage and arts and culture spaces - by
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* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* ThisMotion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required
to waive referral.

Recommendations
Councillor Joe Cressy, seconded by Councillor Josh Matlow, recommends that

1. City Council request the Government of Ontario to work with municipalities to examine
property assessment for listed and designated heritage properties, including tools that woulc
support the conservation of heritage properties and Municipal Property Assessment
Corporation property-assessment tools and processes.

2. City Council request the Government of Ontario to work with municipalities to explore
opportunities to support non-profit arts and culture organizations and incubators, including
property assessment tools and changes to the Ontario Culture Strategy to support the continue
vibrancy of the sector.

Summary

Arts and culture are central to the fabric and vibrancy of our City. Ensuring that Torontc’s arts
sector continues to thriveis acritical step toward building aworld-class city that isa
destination for tourists and employers, and provides agreat quality of life for all residents.

The drivers of innovation in this field are mostly housed by small, incubator arts organizations,
which provide space, support, and exposure to many independent artists, including women,
people of colour, and Indigenous Torontonians

Many of these small arts organizations are in heritage buildings throughout the City, with a
particularly high concentration in the Ward 20 neighbourhood of Kin¢-Spadina. Examples of
thisinclude 401 Richmond, which isavital part of the local neighbourhood, and an important
landmark in Toronto. Unfortunately, heritage assets such as 401 Richmond, and the creative
organizations inside, are increasingly under threat as development pressure grows in areas such
as King-Spadina.

Itiscritical that we protect these heritage resources through the establishment of Heritage
Conservation Districts, and the use of other tools to protect these vital structures.

The City isworking hard to protect and encourage the retention of heritage structures.



However, new property assessments that reflect the potential value of a new condo, completely
ignoring the current use, serve as adisincentive to retain heritage. The pace at which property
values continue to rise across the city is threatening not only countless heritage resources, but
the survival of independent artists and cultural organizations.

As an example, 401 Richmond has taken on new life as a pillar of the creative industry. The
former factory is now home to producersin this age of creativity, rather than the tapestries and
products of the past. The building's unique operating model, and protection as a heritage
resource, have allowed avibrant arts and culture centre to develop. The recent Municipal
Property Assessment Corporation re-assessment of the building is a serious and urgent new
challenge, and isin danger of causing the loss of both the building itself, and the vital resources
housed within.

401 Richmond isjust one critical example. In 2015, as part of the development of the Ontario
Culture Strategy, the City of Toronto provided a submission to the Government of Ontario that
requested the examination of a property assessments for designated heritage properties, as an
effort to both protect these resources for the future, but also to encourage their maintenance for
dynamic purposes including the arts, as opposed to just “highest and best use™.

It iscritical that the City of Toronto continue its advocacy to the Provincial Government to
address both heritage retention, and support for arts and cultural organizations throughout our
communities.
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