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Looking at the 
Downtown East



Allan Gardens
Median Income: $24,787
Low income: 46.2%
No HS Diploma: 14.7%
Unemployment: 8.5% 

Moss Park
Median Income: $21,941
Low income: 53.7%
No HS Diploma: 19.1%
Unemployment: 14.1% 

Regent Park
Median Income: $33,728
Low income: 50.0%
No HS Diploma: 25.7%
Unemployment: 10.5% Alexander Park

Median Income: $37,589
Low income: 36.3%
No HS Diploma: 34.1%
Unemployment: 10.0% 

Dundas Street

City of Toronto (average)
Median Income: $58,264
Low income: 20.2%
No HS Diploma: 16.4%
Unemployment: 8.2% 



Aboriginal Identity 
Total population in Toronto
at 23,065* (2016 Census)

*York University and St. Michael’s 
Hospital study says census 
underestimates Indigenous 
population;  conservative 
assumption places it between 
45,000 and 73,000 people
http://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/bmjopen/7/12/e018936.full.pdf



“Aboriginal-owned and operated businesses 
are increasingly recognized as fundamental to 
improving the prospects of Aboriginal peoples 
and their communities.”
           -Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business, 2015
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Toronto 
Aboriginal 
Research 
Project

Rec 8:

Rec 16:

Rec 18:
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Indigenous Business in Canada



● Business Incubators provide new 

businesses with support such as office space, 

mentorship, funding, shared resources, and 

training.

● Accelerators are shorter-term programs 

that focus on supporting entrepreneurs to 

scale up their businesses

Incubators & Accelerators



● Entrepreneurs benefit from having 

co-located resources and opportunities to 

connect with other businesses

● Successful incubators have partnerships 

and programs with major corporations, 

including banks, to support the growth and 

funding of start-up businesses

Incubators & Accelerators



Area Context for 200 Dundas Street East
North East Corner flanked by Jarvis / Dundas / George



200 Dundas St. E.
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200 Dundas Street E.
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Ground Floor Retail
4,000 SF 



Second Floor 
12,000 SF









Infrastructure Corridor



Who we have spoken to?
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The Indigenous Business District 

Looking East on Dundas and George Street



● Cultivate the components and accelerate the 

transformation the Dundas Street corridor into a world centre 

for Indigenous innovation and leadership.

● Act as a tool to engage and encourage other knowledge 

hubs throughout the region and country through the creation 

of physical and virtual corridors

● Give small and medium-sized (SME) businesses access to 

Indigenous-led innovation, and technology and talent 

through virtual and physical co-working locations

● Be a leader in the creation of Canada’s first-ever Indigenous 

Business District, serving as a scalable model for private, 

public, university, and civil society partnerships

The Indigenous Business District will:



●

● If chosen, the Indigenous District and the Indigenous 
Centre for Innovation & Entrepreneurship can be realized 
into a truly transformative, first-of-its-kind concept in 
Canada. 

● We have the opportunity to be a leader on the national 
stage, giving expression to reconciliation and building up 
an expanded culture of Indigenous entrepreneurship and 
social inclusion.

The Indigenous District is 
an ideal Smart Cities 
Challenge 



●

●

The Indigenous District as a Smart Cities Challenge 



What’s next for the ICIE?
● Further consultation with stakeholders

● Development of an ICIE program 

● Development of a fully costed ICIE operational plan

● City Council approval of the ICIE

● Creation of a Steering Committee and Community Advisory Committee

● Tenants election

● Design and build 

We want to hear from you!
● Have any questions, feedback or ideas? We would love to hear from you! 

● Email my office at: councillor_wongtam@toronto.ca or call: 416-372-3903


