
 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REPORT FOR 

INFORMATION 


555 Rexdale Boulevard – Zoning By-law Amendment 
and Draft Plan of Subdivision Applications – 
Supplementary Report 

Date: March 27, 2018 

To: Etobicoke York Community Council 

From: Director, Community Planning, Etobicoke York District 

Wards: Ward 2 – Etobicoke North 

Reference 
Number: 

17 158697 WET 02 OZ (Grandstand) 
17 158704 WET 02 OZ (Gaming District) 
17 158705 WET 02 SB 

SUMMARY 


A Final Report (March 19, 2018) from the Director, Community Planning, Etobicoke 
York District with respect to expanded gaming at Woodbine Racetrack is to be 
considered at the April 4, 2018 meeting of the Etobicoke York Community Council.  The 
report reviews and recommends approval of the applications to amend the Zoning By-law 
and advises that the Chief Planner and 
Executive Director, City Planning may 
approve the proposed Draft Plan of 
Subdivision. It also provides commentary 
on 12 of the 21 City Council conditions that 
are relevant to the planning applications to 
allow for expanded gaming. The report 
notes that Condition 1 had not been fully 
satisfied as a commitment from Woodbine 
Entertainment Group (WEG) to build an 
expanded gaming facility concurrently with 
an integrated entertainment complex had 
not been received as of the time of writing.   

The report can be found at the following 
link: 
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaIte 
mHistory.do?item=2018.EY29.2 
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This report provides additional information with respect to a letter submitted by WEG, 
dated March 27, 2018, confirming their commitment to pursue the approval of their Site 
Control Plan application for Woodbine Square (Block 9) as resubmitted on February 23, 
2018. Through this letter, WEG also is also committing to construct, concurrently (at the 
same time) with the expanded gaming facility on Block 10, the improvements to the 
Walking Ring, landscaping, transportation and the first five (5) buildings of Woodbine 
Square. The letter also outlines the phasing for the construction of Block 9 and the 
amount of the Letter of Credit to be received to secure the completion of the work (see 
Attachment 1). 

The Recommendations contained in the Final Report (March 19, 2018) from the Director, 
Community Planning, Etobicoke York District remain unchanged. 

Financial Impact 
The recommendations in this report have no financial impact. 

COMMENTS 
The Final Report (March 19, 2018) from the Director, Community Planning, Etobicoke 
York District provides commentary on 12 of the 21 conditions City Council requires to 
be satisfied to allow for expanded gaming on the Woodbine Racetrack lands.  The report 
notes that Condition 1 had not been fully satisfied as a commitment from Woodbine 
Entertainment Group (WEG) to build an expanded gaming facility concurrently with an 
integrated entertainment complex had not been received as of the time of writing.   

The letter provided by WEG, dated March 27, 2018, confirms their intention to construct 
Woodbine Square (Block 9) concurrently (at the same time) with the expanded gaming 
facility on Block 10. It outlines the phasing for construction, items to be built and the 
amount of the Letter of Credit to be submitted to secure this obligation (see Attachment 
1). Based on this information, staff provide the following comments for Condition 1 
relevant to the planning applications. 

Condition 1: Expanded gaming is to occur within the context of an integrated 
entertainment complex to be built concurrently. 

Staff have reviewed the condition for integration based on the submitted applications 
from two perspectives: integration with the existing Grandstand and racetrack; and 
integration across the site. Staff are of the opinion that integration on the site will be 
achieved through the development of Woodbine Square (Block 9), the Gaming District 
(Block 10) and the introduction of public roads and facilities on the site.   

It is the opinion of staff this condition has been satisfied, subject to the following 
conditions outlined in the Final Report: 

- The finalization of the Draft Plan of Subdivision application and the Site Plan 
Control applications for Woodbine Square (Block 9) and the Gaming District 
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(Block 10) providing for an integrated entertainment complex and the provision of 
public roads and a public park; 

- The Subdivision Agreement including a condition requiring Block 9 and Block 10 
to be built concurrently and a financial guarantee to be submitted to secure the 
obligation; and 

- The implementation of the development, as outlined in Woodbine Entertainment 
Group's Letter of Commitment dated March 27, 2018, confirming their intention to 
construct the improvements to the Walking Ring, landscaping, transportation and 
the five (5) buildings as proposed in their February 23, 2018 Site Plan Control 
application resubmission for Woodbine Square (Block 9), concurrently with the 
construction of the Gaming District (Block 10).   

CONTACT 
Kathryn Thom, Senior Planner 
Tel. No. 416-394-8214 
Fax No. 416-394-6063 
E-mail: Kathryn.Thom@toronto.ca 

SIGNATURE 

Neil Cresswell, MCIP, RPP  
Director, Community Planning 
Etobicoke York District 

ATTACHMENTS 
Attachment 1:  Woodbine Entertainment Group's Letter of Commitment  
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Attachment 1: Woodbine Entertainment Group's Letter of Commitment 
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