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ABOUT US 
MISSION + To empower individuals to walk in 

their purpose and unique talents while building 

positive leaders within the community. 

VISION + Empowerment & upliftment of 

racialized people by eliminating the impacts of 

inequality & social injustice. 

VALUES 

Think 2wice believes that: 

+ EVERY single person is born with a purpose. 

+ EVERY single person has a unique gift and talent. 

+ the bigger the calling, the bigger the trials and 

adversities. 

+  there is power in ones words and thoughts. 

+  ALL things are possible for those who believe.



  

 
 

  
 

           
       

       
          

      
    

        
        

          
       

  

       
       

     
     
    

     

    

  

A COMPAR ISON
	

Think 2wice
 

G A N G 
D E T E R R E N C E 

B E L O N G I N G & 
L E A D E R S H I P 

E M P O W E R M E N T 

Roots of Violence Report
 
2008 By Dr. Alvin Curling 

The sense of nothing to lose and no way out that 
roils within such youth creates an ever-present 
danger. That danger arises from the impulsiveness 
of youth and the lack of foresight with which they 
often act. Including: hopelessness, alienation, and 
low self-esteem, among others. 

Most youth who feel connected and engaged with 
broader society, and who feel valued and safe 
and see a positive future for themselves in it, will 
not experience these conditions and will not 
commit serious violence. 

Repairing the social context and ensuring that 
programs and services are increasingly based on 
proven best practices; make appropriate 
connections with families, schools and 
communities; and are truly accessible. 



   

    
  

    
  

  
 

 
    

   
 

  
     
   

    
   

   
  
  

  
   

   
   

     

    
   

    
   

   
  

    

 

O U R 
S T O R Y 

O U R 
F O C U S 

O U R 
E V O L U T I O N 

Think 2wice is a 
grassroots organization 
that focuses on Crime 

Prevention, Intervention, 
Rehabilitation and 

Reintegration. 

We provide services and 
projects in the 
Neighborhood 

Improvement Areas 
(NIAs) of Toronto as well 

as the Federal 
Institutions. 

Think 2wice has evolved 
as demand and positive 
response has increased: 

through mentorship, 
training, workshops, 

motivational speaking, 
music and theatre 

productions. We provide 
sources of engagement 
that are relevant to our 

participants. 

Think 2wice paints a 
story and releases 

inspiration and hope in 
the vocabulary and 

understanding of the 
community, participants 

and of the audience. 



    

         

         

    

T o r o n t o N e i g h b o r h o o d I m p r o v e m e n t A r e a s


T h r o u g h t h e T o r o n t o S t r o n g N e i g h b o u r h o o d s S t r a t e g y 2 0 2 0 , i d e n t i f i e d 3 1

n e i g h b o u r h o o d s a s f a l l i n g b e l o w t h e N e i g h b o u r h o o d E q u i t y S c o r e a n d

r e q u i r i n g s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n ( M a r c h 2 0 1 4 ) .




     T o r o n t o M a j o r C r i m e I n d i c a t o r s 2 0 1 4


m a p s . t o r o n t o p o l i c e . o n . c a
	

http:maps.torontopolice.on.ca


T P S  S h o o t i n g s  -  H o m i c i d e s  b y  T y p e  

S O U R C E S :  w w w . t o r o n t o p o l i c e . o n . c a / s t a t i s t i c s / y t d _ s t a t s . p h p  

h t t p : / / d a t a . t o r o n t o p o l i c e . o n . c a / p a g e s / h o m i c i d e  

S h o o t i n g s  e a c h  y e a r  e x c e e d s  a l l  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  h o m i c i d e .  I n  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s  t h e r e  
w e r e  4 1  s h o o t i n g s ,  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e d  b y  6 4 %  f r o m  2 0 1 4 - 1 5 ,  a n d  ' O t h e r '  H o m i c i d e s  b y  
4 3 % .  T h e  i m p a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  r i p p l e s  w i t h i n  c o m m u n i t i e s  -  f a m i l i e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  t h e i r  
h e a l t h  a n d  s a f e t y .  T h e  t r a u m a  i s  r e a l  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  f u r t h e r  m a r g i n a l i z e d .  

W h a t  a r e  w e  d o i n g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  r o o t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  t h e  a f t e r  e f f e c t s  t h r o u g h  
e f f e c t i v e ,  p r e v e n t i v e  a n d  t r u s t e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n s ?  

D a t a  a s  o f  J u l y  1 0 ,  2 0 1 7  



h t t p : / / s p a c i n g . c a / t o r o n t o / 2 0 1 4 / 1 0 / 2 9 / t o r o n t o s - m a y o r a l - e l e c t i o n - f o u r - m a p s /
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G u n  v i o l e n c e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e s  o f  

d e a t h  a m o n g  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  

T h e  f i e l d  b o r d e r i n g  J a m e s t o w n  C r e s c e n t ,  

w h e r e  a  p r e g n a n t  m o t h e r  o f  t w o ,  R o c h e l l e  

B o b b ,  w a s  s h o t  a n d  k i l l e d  i n  M a y  2 0 1 6 ,  b u t  

h e r  b a b y  w a s  s a v e d  b y  e m e r g e n c y  c e s a r e a n  

s e c t i o n .  I n  t h e  d a y s  a f t e r ,  T o r o n t o  r e c o r d e d  

i t s  3 0 t h  h o m i c i d e  o f  t h e  y e a r  –  d o u b l e  t h e  

n u m b e r  i n  2 0 1 5 .  

T h i s  i s  j u s t  o n e  o f  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  m a k e s  i t  

t o  t h e  h e a d l i n e s .  N o  o n e  k n o w s  t h e  a f t e r  

e f f e c t s ,  n o r  t h e  l i v e s  i m p a c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  

c o s t s  t o  s o c i e t y .  

W e  m u s t  f o c u s  o n  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  T o  b u i l d  s o c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  

p o s i t i v e  r o l e  m o d e l s ,  a n d  e m p o w e r i n g  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h  a r t ,  c u l t u r e  a n d  

c o m m u n i t y  b e l o n g i n g .

T H E
I S S U E

T O D A Y
"Gang violence is not 

about involvement 

anymore, it's about your 

postal code"



All our men are behind bars. So much
wasted talent. They are crying out for
programs that they can relate to. We
need to do more. 
-  P A R T I C I P A N T  

"

"

50 people are hired to run programs in
this institution and not one of them
had the effect on the inmates that you
did. Amazing job!  

-  G U A R D  



BLACK HISTORY THEATRE 
Our Prison Theatre Production releases hope 

and empowerment while incorporating artists, 
music, acting and speaking. 

 
Our Past Productions: 

 
February 2012- “HOPE” 

 
February 2013- “REPENTANCE” 

 
February 2014 “THE DITCH THEY DUG FOR ME” 

 
February 2015 “3 KINGS” and “Not Everything 

That Glitters is Gold” 
 

February 2016 “TRUTH” 
 

February 2017 * 3 KINGS-SECOND CHANCES"
 
 

Follow up Workshops 

We focus on the intense messages in the play. 
These messages are pulled apart and 
discussed in smaller intimate groups. 

Theatre plays are performed for the Black 
History Events in Ontario Prisons. These are 

partnerships we have strengthened over time. 

We offer the “3 KINGS” all year round, as a 
prevention initiative in the community, schools 

and other institutions.



KINGS TO KINGS 
Is a crime prevention and intervention initiative where Inmate Leaders co-facilitate workshops 

geared to ‘at risk’ youth within the Federal Institutions. 
 

This project’s focus is to divert young people from criminal activity and empower them to Think 
Twice before making decisions that could negatively affect them, their loved ones and community. 

“A smart man learns through his 
experience. A wise man learns 
from the experience of others.” 

PREVENTION PROJECT



PROGRAMS
' I  A M '  

W O M E N S  
P R O G R A M

Empowers women 13-17 years old to 

Think Twice before making unhealthy 

relationship choices that may 

increase the susceptibility for human 

trafficking and other gang related 

activities. Through skills development

and theatrical cultural healing, 

women become ambassadors and 

awareness leaders.  

M O T I V A T I O N A L  
S P E A K I N G  A N D  

W O R K S H O P S

Topics of Interest: 

   Gang and Crime Prevention 

   Confidence Building 

   Anti-Bullying 

   Actions/ Consequences 

   Leadership 

   Purpose 

   The Power of Words/Thoughts 

Empowers, motivates and 

supports young people who are 

incarcerated through the art 

form of writing. 

Volunteers and community 

leaders provide mentorship 

through correspondence.

C O R R E S P O N D E N C E  
P R O G R A M  A N D  

W R I T I N G  W O R K S H O P

All of our programing empower young people to stop and 

Think 2wice before making decisions that will affect them forever. 



65
Correspondence 

3000+
Audience Members 

6
Productions

220+
Pariticipants 

2352
Workshops

13
Partners

Our Impacts to Date 
2006-2017  

4
Artists Hired 



Zya Brown 
Founder & Director 

Meet our team 

Andrae Walsh 

Kirk Watson 

Neisha Tyne 

Jafari Fraser 

Althea Dyce 

Salomeh Ahmadi 

Andrae Walsh (Acting) 

Brandon Roache (Choreographer) 

Yomi (Musician) 

Stephanie Campbell (Recording Artist) 

Samantha Nicole (Musician) 

Wong (muralist & Music Producer) 

Think 2wice Members 

(past and present) 

Think 2wice Artists Supported 

(past and present) 



3000Since 2006, Think 2wice has 

performed for over 3000 audience 

members in Ontario. 



COLLABORATORS & PARTNERS 
All of the prisons, partners, inmates and families we work with, thank you! 

MEDIA COVERAGE 
Young men go behind prison walls to see the results of bad choices, CBC Mar 03, 2017 

www.cbc.ca/news/canada/toronto/young-men-go-behind-prison-walls-to-see-the-results-of-bad-choices-1.4007163 

Etobicoke youth violence forum hears survivors' stories, Inside Toronto, Nov 09, 2016 

www.insidetoronto.com/news-story/6955322-etobicoke-youth-violence-forum-hears-survivors-stories/ 

http://www.insidetoronto.com/news-story/6955322-etobicoke-youth-violence-forum-hears-survivors-stories/


THANK 
YOU
Z y a  B r o w n ,    

D i r e c t o r  o f  T h i n k  2 w i c e  

z b r o w n t h i n k 2 w i c e @ g m a i l . c o m  

S l i d e  D e c k  b y  S a l o m e h  A h m a d i  

i n f o . s a l o m e h @ g m a i l . c o m  

https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/opening-reception-mapping-the-territory-tickets-31153678491#
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/opening-reception-mapping-the-territory-tickets-31153678491#

