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Setsuko Thurlow Toronto Board of Health Presentation April 16, 2018 

I am Setsuko Thurlow speaking on behalf of the Hiroshima Nagasaki 

Day Coalition. We have been organizing the remembrance of the first 

atomic bombings at the City Hall Peace Garden every August for three 

decades. City Councillors have participated in these commemorations by 

reading the Mayor's annual Hiroshima-Nagasaki Day peace message. 

I am honoured that Mayor Tory and City Council recognized my work 

for the abolition of nuclear weapons last November when Council re-

affirmed Toronto as a nuclear weapons free zone. 

On August 6, 1945, one atomic bomb which was small and obsolete by 

today's standards, fueled by uranium from Great Bear Lake in the 

Northwest Territories and refined in Port Hope, Ontario, detonated over 

me and 360,000 residents of Hiroshima, most of whom were innocent 

civilians—women, children and the elderly. This indiscriminate attack 

vaporized, incinerated, carbonized and contaminated people with 

mysterious radiation poison. Thus, my beloved city of Hiroshima was 

wiped from the face of the earth with the heat of 4,000 degrees Celsius. 

I have lived in this blessed country for over 60 years and am a proud and 

grateful citizen of Canada. I enjoyed a fulfilling professional career as a 

social worker in Toronto, but throughout my adult life my major effort 

has been devoted to disarmament education and advocacy. 

In the mid-1970s my husband Jim Thurlow and I founded the group 

Hiroshima Nagasaki Relived to inform Torontonians about the 

horrendous effects of nuclear weapons on cities and civilians. 

We were gratified when in 1982 the Toronto Board of Health consulted 

our and other Toronto peace groups and issued a report entitled Public 

Health Consequences of Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear War. This report 

was adopted by both the Board of Health and Toronto City Council. 

It urged that City Council accept an ongoing responsibility to deal with 

the issue of nuclear weapons and nuclear war and made a number of 

recommendations subsequently implemented by Toronto City Council. 



   

 

 

   

  

 

   

 

  

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

  

  

  

   

  

Council voted to hold a referendum on worldwide nuclear disarmament 

in the November 8, 1982 municipal election. The report Public Health 

Consequences of Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear War was distributed to 

all Toronto households as information for the referendum. 

In November 1982, 78% of Torontonians who cast ballots in the 

municipal election voted yes to the following resolution: “Do you 
support nuclear disarmament by all nations on a gradual basis to the 

ultimate goal of a world free from nuclear weapons, and mandate your 

federal government to negotiate and implement with other governments 

steps which would lead to the earliest possible achievement of this 

goal?” City Council forwarded the results of this referendum to the 

federal government. 

In 1983, City Council designated Toronto a Nuclear Weapons Free Zone 

and adopted the Inter-City Solidarity Programme proposed by the cities 

of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, thus becoming a member of Mayors for 

Peace. Council also approved the building of the Peace Garden on 

Nathan Phillips Square at a cost of $480,000 as an expression of "our 

continuing struggle to avoid the devastation of war.” 

In 1988, City Council approved the report Healthy Toronto 2000 which 

specifically referred to questions of “safety, security and peace,” thereby 
again accepting that the City is accountable for the immediate personal 

security of its citizens. 

Today, 15,000 nuclear weapons still endanger the very existence of 

cities such as Toronto and indeed all of human civilization. As a 

Hiroshima survivor, I urge you to examine the evidence brought before 

you by peace, faith, medical and environmental community 

organizations active in the world-wide effort to abolish nuclear arms. 

I have requested that the City Clerk's office circulate the 1982 Public 

Health Consequences of Nuclear Weapons and Nuclear War report to 

the current Board of Health members so that you can consider what 

recommendations the Board may make to City Council today. 

In 1982 the Board and City Council concluded that Toronto was targeted 

by nuclear missiles and would be catastrophically affected by radiation 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

  

fallout from nuclear explosions in the United States. They also 

concluded that there is no civil defence against nuclear weapons or 

possible evacuation from a major urban area at a time of nuclear 

confrontation. "There is only one effective form of civil defence," the 

1982 Report concluded, "and that is to use the political process to bring 

about arms control; a lowering of tension and, eventually, nuclear 

disarmament." 

Your recommendations today could include reaffirming that City 

Council has an ongoing responsibility to deal with the issue of nuclear 

weapons and nuclear war, and that the City participate actively in 

Mayors for Peace, which now has over 7,500 members in 163 countries 

and regions. You could also recommend that City Council urge the 

federal government to sign the UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons. I was honoured to accept the Nobel Peace Prize on behalf of 

the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons awarded to 

ICAN in Oslo in December. 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to speak to the Board of 

Health on this issue vital to our very existence. 



     
     

  
 

     
 

 
  

 
 

  
  

    
  

 

The text of the 1982 Board of Health report referred to in the presentation is attached 
and can be accessed on the HNDC website at 
http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/consequences-of-nuclear-war-toronto-
1982.pdf 

For a listing of past City Council peace initiatives researched at the City of Toronto 
Archives, please see 
http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/Making%20Peace%20in%20Toronto%20(T 
imeline%20&%20City%20Proclamations).pdf 

For information on Mayors for Peace referenced, please see their website 
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/ 

For the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (winner of the recent Nobel 
Peace Prize) and the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons referenced by 
Setsuko, please see http://www.icanw.org/ 

http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/consequences-of-nuclear-war-toronto-1982.pdf
http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/consequences-of-nuclear-war-toronto-1982.pdf
http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/Making%20Peace%20in%20Toronto%20(Timeline%20&%20City%20Proclamations).pdf
http://hiroshimadaycoalition.ca/data/uploads/Making%20Peace%20in%20Toronto%20(Timeline%20&%20City%20Proclamations).pdf
http://www.mayorsforpeace.org/english/
http://www.icanw.org/


































 



 










