
December 2, 2019 

Dear Exhibition Place Board of Governors, 

Re: Exhibition Place master plan 

Established in 1879, the Canadian National Exhibition (CNE) is affectionately known as Toronto’s 
end-of-summer tradition for over 1.5 million visitors each year. For more than 140 years, the 
Exhibition Grounds has been home to the CNE.  As such, throughout that time, the CNE invested 
in the site both with general improvements but also by commissioning all of the original 
buildings (many of which still stand today).  

As you are aware, the City of Toronto is currently undertaking a master plan exercise for 
Exhibition Place, under the guidance of the Cultural Heritage Landscape Assessment of the lands 
which was completed earlier this year. It is our understanding that the Exhibition Place 
masterplan will include direction on public enhancements, parks and open spaces, 
transportation upgrades, built form, heritage conservation and connectivity to the surrounding 
neighbourhoods.  

The CNE welcomes improvements to the site and has over the years been a valuable partner in 
discussions about site opportunities and challenges as well as including its potential as we look 
ahead. The CNE shares in the common goal of ensuring the sites’ long-term success but believes 
strongly that any future considerations made by the City Planning Department must be 
evaluated within the context of its current use by existing tenants and events.  

To better understand the needs of the CNE and our site requirements, the attached information 
was provided directly to Melanie Melnyk and team at the City Planning Department on 
November 15, 2019 in an effort to help inform their work and any recommendations to City 
Council.  The attached slide deck includes detailed information from requirements for essential 
multi-use surface lots (to support midway infrastructure) to crucial pedestrian routes that 
ensures the safety of our visitors.  

Exhibition Place tenants and events collectively drive more than 5.3 million visitors to the site 
annually, contributing significantly to the City’s economic impact; creating jobs and visitor 
spending while delivering world class experiences that make our City among the best in the 
world.  

Our hope is that, as the City of Toronto continues its work and moves ahead with the 
development of recommendations for Exhibition Place, the important contribution of the CNE is 
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not missed and the needs of the event are properly reflected to ensure our continued 
operation.    

Sincerely, 

John Kiru, 
President & Chair of the Board of Directors, 
Canadian National Exhibition Association 
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CNE Event Timeline 2019 
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Indoor Buildings/Areas



• Lot 854

• Lot 851, 852, 853 & Princes’ Blvd.

•

Princes’ Blvd. includes specifically designed infrastructure to support the

Sky Ride during the 18-day period.
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Known Potential Developments
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