
From: Ahmed Hussein
To: Councillor Nunziata; Councillor Pasternak; Councillor Ainslie; Councillor Bailao; Councillor Thompson; Councillor
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Dear Mayor Tory, Deputy Mayor Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wong and Councillor Jaye Robinson,
We would like to share with you a Rapid Transit Survey related to Ontario Line we conducted at
Thorncliffe Park and Flemingdon Park. This information is significantly relevant the type of rapid
transit line to be implemented at both community. We will also deputing tomorrow at the Executive
Committee meeting.

Ahmed Hussein | Executive Director 
TNO - THE NEIGHBOURHOOD ORGANIZATION (Formerly Thorncliffe Neighbourhood Office)
1 Leaside park drive, Unit 7, Toronto, ON, M4H 1R1
Phone: 416-467-0126 Ext. 232   Fax: 416-467-9145 Email: ahussein@tno-toronto.org
Visit us Online at www.tno-toronto.org | Like us on Facebook | Follow us on Twitter

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of
the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in error,
please let us know by email reply and delete it from your system; you may not copy this
message or disclose its contents to anyone. Please note that any views or opinions presented in
this email are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the
organization. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the
presence of viruses. The organization accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus
transmitted by this email
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About The Neighbourhood Organization (TNO) 


TNO is a community-based, non-profit agency that provides programming and services, activities, and support to low-


income, marginalized, and newcomer communities across Toronto, including the Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park 


neighbourhoods. 


 


Executive Summary 


TNO is requesting that the Executive Committee direct City-led community consultations, separate from Metrolinx, to be 


held in each of the impacted Toronto communities, including Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park, at the earliest 


opportunity, before the end of November 2019, to ensure that the contributions of the City of Toronto and the TTC to the 


Provincial engagement/consultation process are informed and validated by the local residents that both will represent. 


 


 


On Tuesday, October 15, 2019, TNO hosted an Ontario Line Town Hall for Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park 


residents at the Jenner-Jean Marie Community Centre.   


 


 


Preparations for the Ontario Line Town Hall occurred quickly after Metrolinx‟s director of community relations, Mr. Jamie 


Robinson, confirmed his participation on the morning of Friday, October 11, 2019.   


 


 


Residents responded enthusiastically to the Ontario Line Town Hall, despite being publicized to the community only 4 


days in advance of the event, and at the start of the Thanksgiving long weekend. 


 


 


40 Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park community residents participated in the two-hour town hall.  With more advance 


notice, TNO believes that even more community members would have attended. 


 


 


After a brief presentation, Mr. Robinson responded to questions and concerns from the community for over 90 minutes. 


 


 


As part of this initiative, TNO commissioned separate Rapid Transit Surveys for Flemingdon Park and Thorncliffe Park.   


 


 


The surveys were open from Friday, October 11th to Sunday, October 20th.  Six straightforward questions were asked, 


and space for comments was provided, to identify the communities‟ preferences.   


 


 


The key findings are listed on the following page: 
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Rapid Transit Survey – Flemingdon Park 


 91% of the 85 survey respondents identified themselves as living in Flemingdon Park. 


 


 


 90% of Flemingdon Park respondents supported a new rapid transit line that connects them to downtown. 


 


 


 62% of Flemingdon Park respondents supported an underground subway. Only 26% supported elevated. 


 


 


 83% of Flemingdon Park respondents supported using Don Mills Road to build a new rapid transit line. 


 


 


 87% of Flemingdon Park respondents wanted their station to be located south of Eglinton Avenue. 


 


 


 62% of Flemingdon Park respondents identified themselves as very unlikely or unlikely to pay an additional fare 


above the regular TTC fare to ride a new rapid transit line. 


 


Rapid Transit Survey – Thorncliffe Park 


 88% of the 111 survey respondents identified themselves as living in Thorncliffe Park. 


 


 


 82% of Thorncliffe Park respondents supported a new rapid transit line that connects them to downtown. 


 


 


 64% of Thorncliffe Park respondents supported an underground subway. Only 18% supported elevated. 


 


 


 64% of Thorncliffe Park respondents supported using Overlea Boulevard to build a new rapid transit line. 


 


 


 43% of Thorncliffe Park respondents supported a maintenance and storage facility (MSF) in their neighbourhood 


area. 


 


 


 65% of Thorncliffe Park respondents identified themselves as very unlikely or unlikely to pay an additional fare above 


the regular TTC fare to ride a new rapid transit line. 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“I would be very concerned with constant noise if built above ground, would be too close to residential 


buildings.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Build it through the Don Valley parrellel to the river lots of room and less civilian traffic/disruption.”  
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“noise would be a daily issue/concern, too close to residential buildings if not build underground, 


would ruin Thorncliffe Park as we know it and enjoy it.” 
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Community consultations are needed within the Flemingdon and Thorncliffe park areas. Specifically 


with the line going through Thorncliffe and to Flemingdon. We need additional details with the 


proposal of the Maintanance Service Facility in Thorncliffe?” [Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“We need better transit.” 
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“The Eglinton lrt will not be enough to fix the massive issue of congestion in this area.”  
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“It is already challenging getting into or out of Thorncliffe with current construction on routes 


surrounding the Thorncliffe/Flemingdon communities. Any project should be reviewed to make sure 


accessibility to the communities has very little disruption. Everyday, with current Metrolinx work, 


commute times in and out of Thorncliffe are increased by 50-100%.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“it should be included In the TTC!!!” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“If underground option is not available than I would like elevated style.” 
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Question 6's answer depends on how good the service is and how much the charge is.”   
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Good.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“Thorncliffe Park is a heavily occupied community and it seems that the present transportation system 


works for the members of this community and their youngsters. I have not heard community members 


complaining. Was a survey asking the community for input on the present system or offering citizens 


suggestions to upgrade the transportation system completed? I am an in interested community 


member and I was surprised when I heard there was a proposal to change the present system.”  
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Flemingdon Park's station should be at Overlea Blvd and Don Mills Rd to provide access to Marc 


Garneau CI and the surrounding neighbourhood.”  [Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“The maintenance area should be somewhere in the corner or remote and should not distrupt the 


normal living of the residents of the area.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Don‟t do it.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“Current TTC service is working good, don‟t need to spend money building another route.”   
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“I feel that you should work alongside community leaders , agencies, local schools and residents and 


discuss and listen to pro‟s and cons Secondly due to Thorncliffe and Flemingdon communities are 


NIA areas reduced fair should be entitled to residents and youth Lastly the station in Flemingdon Park 


should be named after Hockey Hall of Fame Angela James who grew up in Flemo Park Take into 


consideration hiring local trade union residents and youth to work on this project Host hiring job fairs.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“I am not exactly sure how or where this line is supposed to be built. The roads we have now are 


barely sufficient for the traffic we have on a daily basis.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“The station should be elevated and possibly utilize space at Gateway Blvd. N., south Science Ctr. 


parking. This would save on cost, and allow for connection to main portion of FP.”  [Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“This area is already so congested I cannot fathom where this would be built and how we would 


accommodate the additional traffic. It has been absolutely insufferable dealing with the prolonged 


construction of the Metrolinx along Eglinton.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“An above ground train for Flemingdon and Thorncliffe neighbourhoods is giving “seconds” to this 


population. Trains on or above the street would not be suggested for neighbourhoods that are white 


or wealthy. Don‟t throw scraps at poor racialized communities, assuming we‟ll be grateful for “better 


than nothing”. It‟s insulting. And would never happen if it were designed as an optimal public service, 


rather than as part of a “public private partnership” - where profitability is more important than equity.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“This proposed line is not good for the community in Thorncliffe Park and Flemingdon Park, it will 


make transit less affordable for the community, people will less likely use the new rapid transit line.”  
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“unfortunately to serve flemingdon area effectively, don mills would have to be used for the 


north/south access. any further east, and it would end up congesting smaller roads, already 


congested by drivers cutting through flemingdon to get over to eglington. secondly, the only cost 


effective solution would be dedicated street level tracks or subways. raised rail, like the LRT, already 


have issues with weather leading to delay/cancelation. subway may be ideal, but it may also prove to 


be cost prohibitive to the point of scuttling plans.”  [Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“with all the vacant land available - hydro corridor for one - I can not understand - also the railway 


corridor already goes thru us - totally not an idea from anyone who lives here.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“It‟s never too late.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“I wish I had it now. As an older person I've stopped going downtown which I used to do often 


because of the awful overcrowding on the subway and lengthy bus rides.”   
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“A very good idea and people will definitely commute if the charge is as same as present.”   
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“Street level is cheap to build to achieve the result. This build SHOULD NOT blocking the whole end-


to end of Overlea but rather to complete a section(0.5km) of the road to an fully functional station then 


move on to next section... USING AGILE principal !!! save city $$ and tax payer $$ and achieve result 


FAST !!!. if you dont know this,,,, Hire me !!.. I am agile professional !!!”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“I‟m in trades and these opportunities should be given to us residents over outside ppl.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey]  
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“We like our community, access to parking and green space the way it exists If any new lines or 


transits affect that I‟m not interested.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“The additional fare amount would impact my likeliness to use it. If it's less than double the regular 


fare I'm likely to use it. Both elevated and underground trains work, whereas street level would 


congest traffic as is.”  [Flemingdon Park survey]  


 


“Stop treating lower income areas as second class citizens! Bury this line like you plan in the higher 


income areas it passes through!”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Dont use up anymore of our space . thorncliffe is congested to begin with . There are thousands of 


kids here and with all the traffic and MORE trains , it will create an unsafe environment.”   
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Who has built elevated anywhere in last 20 years?  How many subway or rail built with 90o turns?  


Ending at Exhibition is kind of idea people who don‟t use transit except once or twice a year for an 


event think is good.  Running along Queen would be part of the relief line but only makes sense if 


same gauge and train as existing lines.” 
[Flemingdon Park survey] 


 


“I used to live in Flemingdon Park. PLEASE don‟t disturb this neighbourhood further by construction, 


the one on Eglinton is sufficient enough.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“I like this idea – plan for the new „Ontario Line.‟  Thanks for your meeting this evening.  A good 


meeting.  This line will be helpful for the large population north of Eglinton on Don Mills.”   
[Flemingdon Park survey]  


 


“Seriously, I just use Pape and then go anywhere.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“Please do not remove existing Bus routes in the area and/or offer new route options connecting to 


other parts of Toronto or other subway stations ( e.g. 88 or 100) for people who would want to go in 


other directions of Toronto.” [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“As Thorncliffe Park is already so crowded, with a transit line it would be extremely difficult for 


residents to commute in and out of their community. Taking in regard that with a transit line comes 


years of construction. Thorncliffe Park is already 20-30 minutes away from downtown with TTC which 


I believe is convenient for its residents. A new transit line would be excessive.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Pretending to charge extra or more than the regular fare for the TTC would be not only unfair but 


makes no sense, especially if looking to connect with other TTC routes. What would be the 


convenience of this transit line if that's not the case.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Thorncliffe is an extremely busy residential area with a very high population of children and youth 


who need every available green space in this area. We do not have space for the expansion that will 


follow having a station in the area. Also an above ground train would be noisy 24 hours in a 


congested residential area. Overlea Blvd also is not wide enough to accommodate a train if this ends 


up on ground level. If a train has to come through this area, underground is the only way it makes 


sense. The community is against it- we had a town hall a few days ago, and everyone there was 


opposed it. Please consider the needs of the immediate residents of this community.” 
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Make it cheap.”  
[Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“It should benefit our seniors the transit & also to our community & also make it accessible for our 


disabled seniors & vulnerable youngster.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


 “I don't see the point in adding a rapid transit line to this area which is already very congested and 


also already very accessible by public transit (we have 5 different bus routes servicing 3 different 


stations all within a 15 minute bus ride). Moreover, putting a transit line above ground would add to 


the congestion and be extremely loud which would be extremley disruptive to the local schools and 


residents.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


 


“They have to find a good spot to locate the station. With the mass population in the area adding a 


station is only going to make it more. Suggest adding it near the Costco line maybe remove on the 


factory theirs and build it. If it's being build anywhere else then no I would not like to see it happen.”  
[Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“Victoria Park or Warden are better choice for this new subway.  Over there will catch a lot more 


Scarborough and Markham residents.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“At the present time I feel we are very well served for getting to Leaside & to the Danforth where I go 


to my church twice a week at least (Danforth) – I go to Leaside by bus 2/3 times a week at least for 


different reasons.  No buses would leave me stranded.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“It may crowd the community which already overcrowded.  Rather adding up some efficient bus 


routes might be the solution.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Line should be tunnelled (cut & cover method) on Don Mills and Interchange w/ crosstown MUST BE 


underground!”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 


 


“Need to know what it will look like.  How will the noise be handled as it will impact 85 & 95 


Thorncliffe, & the church.”  [Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
COMMENTS 


“If Ontario Line is to be built, why not put it north of Overlea through the industrial area.”  
[Thorncliffe Park survey]  


 


“I think the Thorncliffe Park area desperately needs a line like the Ontario Line - it would open the 


doors to so many options. I don't like the idea of it being above ground - noise and traffic problems 


already exist and would only be made worst. Additionally- Overlea isn't wide enough. The 


maintenance area in Thorncliffe will lower the value of the area and should be avoided at all costs. It's 


ridiculous.”   
[Thorncliffe Park survey] 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
FLEMINGDON PARK 


Individual Respondents 
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Rapid Transit Survey 
THORNCLIFFE PARK 


Individual Responses 
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Community Engagement Materials 


TOWN HALL  
AND  


SURVEY 
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