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Land Acknowledgment
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pathway Today 

Outline 

1. Why I am here, how we got here
 

2. Storytelling 

3. The Big Idea 

4. Q & A 



 

 

 

Why and How
 



 

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

Toronto Indigenous Overdose 

Strategy 

THE STRATEGY 	 Reader One 

Reader Two 

Reader Three 
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Connection 

Everything begins in Circle 
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Working together – led by each other
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Unearthing the reasons why
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To build solutions and offer advice
 



 

   

 

 

Youth – a story of brilliance
 



    

 

 

Some of the women I met
 



 
     

 

 

A story - Why they come 



   

   

 

 

 

  

  

Men – a story of grief 

“Men expressed feelings of vulnerability 

such as having a lack of options, 

experiences of lost culture, discrimination 

and feelings of shame.” 



 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shocking Statistics MOH 

1995 
HIV 

2000 

2018 
34% 
increase 
in OD 
deaths 
in 
Canada 

2017 

OD 

4000 

2009 

H1N1 

400 

2003 
SARS 

44 



 

  

 

 

What we heard - BTB
 



 

  

 

 

Access to healing through culture
 



 

  

 

 

Medicine Wheel Teachings
 



 

  

 

  

 

 

 

National Opportunity Exists 

Interest in the TIOS has been initiated 

and demonstrated at the National level 

The ‘Strategy Behind the Strategy’ 



 

• Number of duths In 2018 (Ian to Sept) 
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The conversation remains relevant 




 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Overdose Data & First Nations in 

BC: Preliminary findings 

•		 14% of all overdose events in BC were 

experienced by First Nations people (3.4% of 

BC’s population is comprised of First Nations 

peoples) 

•		 First Nations people are five times more likely 

than non-First Nations to experience an 

overdose event 

First Nations Health Authority (nd). 



                 

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

Significance of Gender
 

•	 Canada-wide data indicates that 

approximately 75% of apparent opioid-

related deaths occur among males 

•	 In BC, non-First Nations overdose events 

have affected 71% men and 29% women 

•	 In BC, the opioid emergency equally 

affects First Nations Men and Women: 

52% men and 48% women 



 

Questions or Comments 



