
PARIS: DIY SPACES
     Re: MA2.2

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We in TO needn’t re-invent the wheel - European cities long history of arts collectives, squatting, organizing around ideas

I was in Paris late Sep - opp to learn about how the City supports DIY music collectives

(re-define DIY)



“THE CITY MUST SUPPORT CREATION.” - ISABELLE MALLEZ, 
DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, 
CITY OF PARIS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Like all the best Fr initiatives, Paris’ approach begins with a philosophy...
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Attended LWP - collab w/ La Station Collectif MU - co-curation (Paul B) 
Fr Embassy in TO paid expenses (gravy train) - took part in industry panel and had pre-arranged meetings w/ City officials and industry
Two-day music fest at La Station Gare des Mines - more abt that soon



Presenter
Presentation Notes
LS location (point out)... in addtion, I visited ~ 6 “DIY” spaces
Like in TO, they tend to be found in developing areas - although not strictly industrial



TORONTO AND PARIS: SIMILAR 
CHALLENGES

- AFFORDABILITY

- TRANSIT
- METRO RUNS UNTIL 12:30 AM WEEKNIGHTS; 1:30 AM WEEKEND 

NIGHTS
- NIGHT BUS NETWORK HAS 48 LINES, RUNS 12:30 AM TO 5:30 AM

- CONFLICT BETWEEN NIGHTLIFE AND 
COMMUNITY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Affordability compounded by massive wealth differences - many ppl crowded into small flats - public space more important
Transit system much more fully developed - but Metro shuts down earlier than nightlife establishments - more late bus routes 
Experiment w/ 60 stations open all night
Issues w/ nightlife / residents - CoP has worked to encourage social activities at diff times of day, not nec music or alcohol focused



PARIS NIGHTLIFE BY 
NUMBERS
- 13,000 BARS AND VENUES

- 8,000 LICENSED BARS CLOSE AT 2 AM

- 400 MORE DISCOTHEQUES, CABARETS 
CLOSE AT 7 AM

- 470 TEMPORARY NIGHT OPENINGS 
APPROVED PER YEAR

- 600,000 PEOPLE REGULARLY OR 
OCCASIONALLY WORK AT NIGHT

- POPULATION OF PARIS: 2.14 MILLION
- POPULATION OF PARIS METROPOLITAN AREA (COMMUTERS): 12.53 

MILLION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Bars, venues, NL establishments spread around the city more than in TO



PARIS NIGHTLIFE 
STRATEGY

- 2010: DRUG/ALCOHOL HARM REDUCTION

- 2014: NIGHTLIFE OFFICE/DEPUTY MAYOR 
FOR NIGHTLIFE & STAFF

- 2015: SEVEN WORKING GROUPS; ACTION 
PLAN

Presenter
Presentation Notes
2010: drug/alc harm reduction orgs began working in public spaces, not just venues
2014 nightlife off created / Frederic Hocquard (Thompson) + Thierry Charlois w/ whom I met
Reps in 28 geog areas / diff divisions
Created a “partygoers’ assn” as well
Working groups meet 2x / year; action plan: 37 distinct actions



PARIS NIGHTLIFE 
STRATEGY

- NIGHTLIFE TOURISM

- NOISE POLICY

- CIVIC INFRASTRUCTURE

- COLLABORATION WITH BARS AND 
NIGHTCLUBS

- USE OF SOCIAL NETWORKS
- CITY FUNDING FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ACOUSTICS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Focus on supporting other NL activities (debates, astronomy)
City-organized events are cool…
City works w tourist off to promote NL - increase from 18% to 52% tourists who come to Paris for NL (5 yrs)
5 sectors where CoP has installed noise meters - data accessible to anyone w/ smartphone
625,000 Euro/yr to clubs & concert halls for sound improvmt
Public urinals
Encourage bars / clubs to use social networks for messaging



DIY 
ORGANIZATIONS

- CITY SUPPORTS “COLLECTIVES” - HELPS 
WITH ACCESS TO SPACE

- STAFF COMMITTEE THAT MATCHES CITY 
SPACES WITH ORGANIZATIONS

- POLICE HANDLE APPLICATIONS FOR 
SHORT-TERM OCCUPANCY

- ZONING BYLAW PERMITS MUSIC VENUES 
IN INDUSTRIAL SPACES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CoP very intentional in “supporting creation” so that artists & art collectives don’t leave the city
Staff committee helps allocate bldgs to org’s, helps w/ costs



LA STATION GARE 
DES MINES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LW Paris...describe space - Haviah fresh off Polaris win - audience part TO, part Paris - great stage / sound



LA STATION GARE 
DES MINES

Presenter
Presentation Notes
La Station far from any residents - outdoor venue May-Oct - no issues with volume

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jWYhQTI1rvv_4UU9ktrYm1DKY2whLlq7/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/1jWYhQTI1rvv_4UU9ktrYm1DKY2whLlq7/view


LES GRANDS 
VOISINS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other DIY spaces - Ground Control (middle of city - like High Line); “DOC” in east side; artist squat near Inst. du Monde Arab
Very often interim or “meanwhile” space!
This is Les Grands Voisins (not far from Luxembourg Garden) - former St Vincent de Paul hospital



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CONCLUSION: seeing how another leading city supports DIY orgs through access to space reinforced the ideas we’d already had here that we need to follow suit in TO with our own City-owned buildings. 
Diff ways to make that happen - your expertise and suggestions will help to make these aspirations a reality

http://drive.google.com/file/d/17bJggvbQoOJuqPhNn6P20bQF3AFU7dUr/view
http://drive.google.com/file/d/17bJggvbQoOJuqPhNn6P20bQF3AFU7dUr/view
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