
 

Councillor Joe Cressy  phone: 416 392 4044    Toronto City Hall 
Ward 10, Spadina-Fort York email: councillor_cressy@toronto.ca  Suite C53 

September 17, 2019 
 
Toronto and East York Community Council 
City Hall, Committee Room 1 
100 Queen St W 
Toronto ON M5H 2N2 
 
Dear Chair and Members, 
 
Re: Ossington Avenue Bar and Restaurant Study  
 
As our City continues to grow and change, it is critical that we continue to proactively plan for vibrant, 
mixed use neighbourhoods throughout the downtown.  
 
On vibrant main streets such as Ossington Avenue, building a mixed-use neighbourhood means 
ensuring both day and night-time uses in order to build a vibrant local economy. Local fine-grain 
retail, service locations, restaurants, and bars – a mix of these locations means that activity on this 
critical spine in a neighbourhood is fluid throughout various times of day, and that mitigating any 
impacts becomes that much more manageable.  
 
Recently, as with other vibrant mixed-use areas in the downtown, the growth in bars and restaurants 
has sparked the need to review our current planning framework to ensure we can continue to foster 
the mix of uses that builds a truly vibrant neighbourhood. 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
1. City Council request the Director, Community Planning City Planning, to undertake an analysis of 
restaurant and bar uses on Ossington Avenue, between Queen Street West and Dundas Street West, 
and adjacent areas as appropriate, in consultation with the Ward Councillor, and report back on 
actions to protect a mix of uses and control the impacts of bar and restaurant uses in the area.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Joe Cressy 
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