
  

 

  

           

             
 

           
           

  
 

           
 

           
        
            

        
           

           
          

        
 

           
       

          
          

       
          

         
 

           
          

          
        

       
             

           
           

             
         

 
          

         
         

EP9.6.1 

February 11, 2019 

Dear Mark Grimes, Board of Governors’ Members, and CEO Don Boyle: 

We write in reference to Item EP9.6 - Exhibition Place Master Plan - Update 

We, the members of the twelve community associations comprising the West 
Side Community Council, write to express our support for the Exhibition Place 
Master Plan. 

We have several areas that we would like to speak to: 

1.	 We recognize and support the desirability of creating a world-beating 
exhibition and event space as a significant addition to our city’s 
prosperity moving forward. As such, we appreciate the concerns of the
current tenants/clients, (including historically long term anchor tenants
like the CNE and the Royal) regarding accessibility, parking, logistics, and
event staging areas. We feel these issues can be accommodated in the 
Exhibition Place Master Plan as it progresses forward through Phase 2 – 
technical analysis, feasibility studies and design alternatives. 

2.	 We also believe, as we hope the Board does, that the Master Plan can 
accommodate the concerns of tenant/clients while providing the citizens 
of Toronto and local residents with a vibrant and dynamic public space.
We believe that these two objectives are not contradictory but symbiotic,
that the future success of Exhibition Place will be enhanced by creating a 
365 day a year destination space, complete with parkland and festival 
areas that can be easily reached by transit, bikers and pedestrians. 

3.	 While we wholeheartedly support the needs of tenants and clients, we are 
concerned that there is an effort on the part of certain tenants to stack
the deck in favour of their needs at the expense of other stakeholders. As 
an example, the Toronto International Boat Show claims that their indirect 
economic impact is over 300 million dollars an extraordinary assertion. 
We don’t want to engage in a battle with the Boat Show’s assessment. 
However, we ask the Board to undertake an assessment of the multiplier
effect and impact of the changes to the park as proposed in the Master
Plan. The Board can use the Boat Show’s team or may we suggest the 
team used for the assessment of Ontario Place (attached) for this work. 

4.	 Priority must be placed on access to and from the site and within the site 
- public transit and other infrastructure. This should enhance access by 
surrounding residents who are in need of more green space. 
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5.	 There was considerable mention in the tenants/clients deputations about 
the over emphasis of the Master Plan on local residents and taxpayers,
seemingly at their expense. We would like to remind you that the largest 
stakeholders in Exhibition Place, historically and currently, are the 
citizens of Toronto. The financial subsidy to Exhibition Place by taxpayers
is annually quite substantial through capital investments and
maintenance on the 192-acre site. 

6.	 Our understanding to this point is that the City’s consultation about the 
Exhibition Place Master Plan has been a siloed - different stakeholder 
groups meeting separately. It would be advantageous to have a public 
forum that invites all stakeholders (tenants, clients, local residents’,
unions, staff, politicians) to discuss the future of Exhibition Place. 

Finally, as previously mentioned, we would like to bring your attention to the 
HR&A report prepared for the Ontario Place for All group on the economic 
impact of park and green space at Ontario Place and across the Toronto
waterfront. You are welcome to use this report. It should prove helpful to the
Board in its discussions with the city and the province in planning a co-
ordinated future for both lake front properties. 

Unifying the municipally owned Exhibition Place and provincially owned Ontario
Place lands would be a positive step in alleviating many of the present-day 
tenants/clients concerns. This would undoubtedly bring a more long-term 
sustainable value to Exhibition Place and the Toronto waterfront. 

Sincerely, 

Ric Amis 
Chair, West Side Community Council
Secretary/Chair, Parkdale Residents Association 

Members of the WSCC include the Grange Community Association, the Harbord 

Village Residents’ Association, the Garment District Neighbourhood Association, 

the Trinity Bellwoods Community Association, the Ossington Community 

Association, the Lakeview Avenue Neighbourhood Association, the Liberty 

Village Residents’ Association, Beaconsfield Village Residents’ Association, 

Active 18, the Parkdale Residents Association, Roncesvalles–Macdonell Residents 

Association, and the Bloordale Community Improvement Association. 
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