
•
United Way 
Greater Toronto 

November 17, 2020 

Executive Committee 
Attn: Cathrine Regan, Administrator 
100 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON MSH 2N2 

Via Email to: exc@toronto.ca 

Dear Mayor Tory and members of the Executive Committee 

Re: EX18.6 Data for Equity Strategy: Supporting Equitable Services, 
Equity Priorities, Performance Measurement and Accountability 

On behalf of United Way Greater Toronto (UWGT), we are writing to express 
support for the Data for Equity Strategy. The Data for Equity Strategy is 
critically important for addressing inequality in our City. The issues that this 
strategy would help to address are neither new nor unknown: Toronto region, 
despite being the national economic engine, is also the income inequality 
capital of Canada where factors like postal code, race and gender, amongst 
others, can determine access to programs, supports and opportunity. 

As far back as 2004, the UWGT report, Poverty by Postal Code, identified the 
growing concentration of low-income households outside of the downtown 
core and into the inner suburbs across Toronto. Our Vertical Poverty report in 
2011 shed light on rising poverty and socio-economic isolation for residents in 
Toronto1 s high-rise rental towers. And, more recently, United Way1s The 
Opportunity Equation reports have highlighted how the number of low-income 
neighbourhoods have dramatically increased throughout Peel, Toronto and 
York Region while middle income neighbourhoods are disappearing. The 
impact of being poor, racialized and living in a low-income neighbourhood is 
compounded by a lack of amenities, supports and services that make it difficult 
for residents to get ahead and break the cycle of poverty. This concentrated 
poverty creates hardships for individuals and families but also has ramifications 
for the economic and social vitality of the region. 

Such fault lines have been deepened by the COVID-19 pandemic. Evidence 
shows that some of the same neighbourhoods identified 16 years ago in 
Poverty by Postal Code are the ones most adversely impacted by this 
pandemic. The City's own data, as well as the Fall Out Report by the Toronto 
Foundation have documented the troubling inequities that threaten to tear our 
city apart. As an example, a report released today by Social Planning Toronto 
and York University shows deep social, spatial and racial divides in rental 
housing in Toronto, with 45% of racialized individuals in tenant households 
living in overcrowded housing- almost three times the rate of White individuals 

WORKING WITH COMMUNITIES IN 

PEEL, TORONID 
& YORK REGION 
Corporate Office 
26 Wellington St. E. 
12th Fl, Toronto, ON 
M5E 152 
Tel 416 777 2001 
Fax 416 777 0962 
TTY 1 866 620 2993 

Peel Region Office 
90 Burnhamthorpe Rd. W. 
Suite 408, PO Box 58 
Mississauga, ON 
L5B 3C3 
Tel 905 602 3650 
Fax 905 602 3651 

York Region Office 
80F Centurian Dr. 
Suite 206, Markham, ON 
L3R 8C1 
Tel 905 474 9974 
Fax 905 474 0051 

unitedwaygt.org 

EX18.6.1 

mailto:exc@toronto.ca


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

• 

• 

• 




