
 
 

 

 
 
 
October 19, 2021 
 
Jonathan Canchela 
Aboriginal Affairs Advisory Committee 
aaac@toronto.ca         SENT BY ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
Dear Aboriginal Affairs Advisory Committee  
 
Re.  AA14.2 -Indigenous Heritage Engagement Project 
On October 22, 2021. 
 
 
 
Emery is primarily known for its rich modern history of hard-working immigrants and steadfast entrepreneurial spirit. But 
many may not know that its history dates back much further. In fact, the lands upon which over 3000 commercial, 
industrial, and retail establishments operate their businesses today were travelled by the Indigenous peoples of the 
Wendat, Haudenosaunee and the Mississauga First Nations as early as the 15th century. In 2015, the Emery BIA embarked 
on a journey to share this part of Emery’s story, and to preserve 11,000 years of culture and history, by creating Toronto's 
premier official First Nations Park:  The Unity Walk.  
 
 
The Unity Walk is to be developed within the existing Hydro One power corridor in the south-east corner of Finch Ave W 
and Weston Rd in Toronto. The site holds the heritage designation from the Province of Ontario, Ak Gv-12. It was 
historically situated on a small tributary of the Humber River, and evidence gathered from surrounding archeological sites 
provide proof of the long and unbroken connection of the three Nations living, at different times, in the immediate area 
and beyond. 
 
 
The Unity Walk was designed in collaboration with the three First Nations (Mississaugas of the Credit, Huron Wendat 
Nation, Six Nations of the Grand River). It will feature three separate pathways honouring the three Nations and will also 
link to a fourth cycling/walking trail intended to connect to the rest of Toronto's cycling network. Each pathway will 
display cultural highlights and depict daily activities of their ancestors. These pathways will lead to a centrally located 
outdoor community gathering space, also representing the three First Nations.  
 
 
The Unity Walk has garnered support from all three First Nations and Toronto City Council, and the Ontario Historical 
Society. It is currently going through the process of approval for land use with Hydro One (the Provincial agency 
landowner) through collaboration and support with the City of Toronto.  
 
 
The BIA is pursuing this exciting project to help raise awareness of, and link visitors with, the Indigenous culture that 
helped mould our history and create our present. The Unity Walk can help to continue improving connectivity and 
encouraging tourism, and Outdoor Education in Emery. This placemaking initiative will also provide businesses and the 
community at large with much needed accessible outdoor green space for both employees and residents to enjoy.  
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Please consider incorporating it into your Indigenous Heritage Engagement Project.   I look forward to working together to 
further explore how our projects can complement one another. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Sandra Farina 
Executive Director 
Emery Village BIA 
sandra@emeryvillagebia.ca 
 
 
Attachments (5): 

- Written submission to City of Toronto from Emery Village BIA 
- 11,000+ years of history in Emery & Ak Gv-12 Site 
- (2) Concepts of the First Nations Park-The Unity Walk 
- Letter of Support-Ontario Historical Society 
- Letter of Support-Mississaugas of the New Credit First Nation 
- Letter of Support- Huron-Wendat Nation 
- Letter of Support-Six Nations Council 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 


