
                
         

                
             

             
               

       

               
             

                
             

              
             

              
              

               
 

               
             

               
                
             
 

  

   
         

Jan 22, 2021 

Submission to Budget Committee 
RE: Parks, Forestry and Recreation - 2021-2030 10-Year Capital Plan Detail 

This letter is a response to the 2021 Parks Capital budget on behalf of the Toronto 
Skateboarding Committee (TSC) which represents the skateboarding community in Toronto. 

In 2013, Councillor Janet Davis advised on the creation of the TSC so that the skateboarding 
community could advocate for the development of new skateboard parks in Toronto. Through 
successful community organizing and advocacy in 2014 and 2015, City Council directed the 
Parks Department to consult the TSC in the development of policy, operating and capital plans 
for the expansion of skateparks in Toronto. 

Over the past 7 years, we have engaged with thousands of skateboarders and Council has 
adopted the Toronto Skateboard Strategy and The Parks and Recreation Facility Master Plan 
(FMP) which calls for the provision of 4 new Community Skateparks and 18 smaller Skate Spots 
throughout the city. The 2021 budget outlined allocations for 4 new Community Skateparks 
($600,000 each) and 11 Skate Spots ($250,000 each) for the 2021-2030 timeframe. We had 
concerns about the adequacy of the budget allocations for Community Skateparks and a 
motion was passed requesting Parks, Forestry and Recreation consult with the TSC on cost 
adjustments. After consulting with staff, the budget for the 4 Community Skateparks was 
increased by $150,000 for each skatepark for a total of $600,000 over the 7-year development 
timeframe. 

1. A number of skateparks were built in the early 2000’s and are in need of 
repairs/replacement. Skateparks that are in poor condition are not attracting users and are 
putting strain on newer facilities. A great way to accommodate our growing numbers is to 
ensure existing skateparks are in good condition. We request a State of Good Repair report on 
existing skateparks and a schedule of repairs, maintenance and upgrades which can improve 
existing facilities 



              
             

              
               

                
              

             
                  

              
               

                 
               

               
           

               
               

             
               

               
 

               
               

                  
              

              
                

           

                
              

                 
       

 

2. The TSC has been advocating for investments in new skateparks as an organization since 
2013, although individual groups have been advocating for many years before our formation. 
The 2021 Capital Plan outlines the phasing of new projects with construction of Community 
Skateparks set for 2022, 2024, 2026 and 2028. The construction of Skate Spots has been 
pushed back a year and is scheduled to begin in 2023. The Parks department identified great 
demand for new skateparks by surveying over 1,700 users during the development of the 
Skateboard Strategy in 2016. The first Community Skatepark is now scheduled for construction 
6 years after this demand was identified and 8 years after we first began advocacy as a large 
organized group. Skateboarding is very popular, especially among kids and youth, and has seen 
steady growth through the pandemic. Skateboarding is set to debut in the 2021 Tokyo Olympics 
and has already been approved for the 2024 Paris Olympics. In Toronto we saw the volume of 
users at our skateparks increase in 2020 and we expect participation rates to continue rising. 
Our existing skateparks are also increasingly used by other user groups who are without their 
own dedicated facilities - groups including scootering, BMX biking, rollerblading and roller 
skating. We would like to ensure that sufficient resources are being allocated to build new 
skateparks of sufficient size to meet the ever-growing demand that we are seeing. We request 
that Parks, Forestry and Recreation, in consultation with the TSC, expedite the identification 
of potential sites for Community Skateparks in all 4 city districts including the phasing to 
follow suit to meet current demands with the construction for all 4 parks scheduled between 
2022-2024. 

3. A typical community skatepark should be about 930 sq. m in size, similar to existing 
skateparks at Stan Wadlow Park in East York and Eighth St. Skatepark in Etobicoke. A recent 
skatepark project at Neilson Park in Malvern is 499 sq. m. in size and cost $650,000, in 2018 
dollars. With ever increasing construction costs, we do not believe that the $750,000 budget 
allocation for Community Skateparks is enough to build facilities of sufficient size to meet 
existing let alone future demand. We request that this figure be adjusted to reflect the current 
cost of building a 930 sq. m skatepark in 2021 (approx. $1,000,000). 

We have been advocating for new skateparks diligently since we formed in 2013. We have had 
many successes and we would like to keep the momentum going. Skateboarding is great 
recreational activity for kids and youth and we need to make sure that we are providing them 
with great facilities in a timely manner. 

Sincerely, 



  Toronto Skateboard Strategy 



  
               

             
            

             
               

             

Skatepark Provision Levels 
In 2004, Toronto paved the way with the introduction of a Citywide plan to develop 
new skateparks and we were at the forefront of design of modern concrete 
skateparks. Other municipalities soon followed our lead and by 2016, Toronto had 
fallen far behind other Ontario and Canadian cities in the provision of skateparks. 
We have the lowest provision level for a large metro area in Canada. We should 
address this gap by immediately investing in the design and construction of new 
skateparks. 



    

              
           

             
          

Skatepark Hierarchy (Toronto Skateboard Strategy) 

The Toronto Skateboard Strategy indicates that 600 sq. m. is the absolute minimum size 
requirement for a community skatepark. The current budget allocated to community 
skateparks for design and construction is $750,000 (increased in 2021 from $600,000), which 
would barely cover the costs of building the smallest recommended size. 



        
            

       
         

     

 
 
  

    

  

  
    

Two very popular existing community skateparks in Toronto 
are large enough to offer a diversity of terrain that caters to 
beginner, intermediate and advanced riders. The current 
budget allocated to community skateparks is not sufficient to 
build the types of facilities 

Stan Wadlow Skatepark 
East York 
930 sq. m 
Estimated construction cost in 2021 
$1,000,000 

Eighth St Skatepark 
Etobicoke 
930 sq. m 
Estimated construction cost in 2021 
$1,000,000 



    

    
           

       
      

             
              

             
        

     
           

    
            

    

Recently Built Skateparks in Toronto 

Neilson Park BMX/Skatepark - Scarborough. 
Size: Phase 1 :499 sq. m . Construction completed fall 2018. 
Phase 2: not built, approx. 100-150 sq.m 
Budget (design/construction) : $650,000 in 2018 dollars. 
The park was not fully built as the construction tender went over budget. 
Full build out was estimated to be around $850,000, which includes all earthworks and 
additional park landscaping and amenities such as benches, asphalt pathways and tree planting. 
The park was funded through an individual budget motion. 

Fundy Bay Park Skatepark - Scarborough. 
Size: 600 sq. m / 6,456 sq. ft.. Construction completed fall 2019 
Budget (design/construction) : $500,000-$700,000 
This was a feature within a larger park redevelopment with the skatepark funded 
through section 37 funding. 



     

  

          

         

  

          

        

       

                
                
            

                
                  
      

2021 Parks and Recreation Capital Plan 

2021-2030 Skatepark Budget Commitments 

Community Skateparks: 4 new skateparks, $750,000 each for design and construction. 

Skatespots: 11 new skatespots, $250,000 each for design and construction 

2021-2024 Skatepark Budget Commitments 

North District Skatepark - $750,000, construction in 2022. Location to be determined. 

East District Skatepark - $750,000, construction in 2024. Location TBD. 

Skatespots – 3 x $250,000 each, Construction 2022-2024. Locations TBD. 

The capital commitments are spread over a very long period of time taking into consideration that 
Parks and Recreation was first asked by council to develop capital plans for skateboard parks in 
2014. Recently completed projects, namely the Malvern Skatepark and Fundy Bay skatepark 
indicated that a budget allocation of $750,000 for a community skatepark is insufficient to build a 
skatepark at our recommend size of at least 930 sq. m / 10,000 sq. ft., especially considering the 
constantly increasing cost of construction in Toronto. 

2023 
2024 
2025 

2028 
2029 
2030 

2026 
2027 











      

              

    
   

               
             

              
 

    
   

              
             

             
       

    
  

     
          

                 
        

             
               

     
               

                 
      

    
                

     

    
                 

            

         

  
 

       
         
          
                   

              
     

TSC Timeline of Skateboard related Council Motions. 

The Toronto Skateboarding Committee was formed in 2013 with assistance from Councillor Janet Davis. 

City Council January 29, 2014 
10a - Motion to Amend Item (Additional) moved by Councillor Janet Davis (Carried) 
That City Council request the General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation, in consultation with the 
Toronto Skateboard Association, to develop policy, operating and capital plans to support program 
development, state-of-good repair and expansion of skateboard facilities in Toronto prior to the 2015 
budget process. 

City Council March 10, 2015 
9c - Motion to Amend Item (Additional) moved by Councillor Janet Davis (Carried) 
General 
City Council request the General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation, in consultation with the 

Toronto Skateboard Association, to develop policy, operating and capital plans to support program 
development, state-of-good repair and expansion of skateboard facilities and for possible inclusion in 
2016 Capital budget and/or the Recreation Facilities Plan. 

City Council Feb 17, 2016 
4b - Motion to Amend Item moved by Councillor Janet Davis (Carried) 
Parks, Forestry and Recreation - Capital Budget 
That City Council request the General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation: 
- to undertake the planning and design work for new skateboard facilities in 2016, with costs to be 

funded from the 2016 Capital Budget for facility planning, 
- to include $500,000 construction costs for new skateboard facilities in the 2017 capital budget 

submission such new locations to be determined by Parks, Forestry and Recreation staff, in consultation 
with the Toronto Skateboard Committee; and 
- to provide recommendations for an annual capital program for new skateboard facilities in the 2017 

– 2026 capital budget to be brought forward at the same time as the Toronto Skateboard Strategy in 
2016, in time for the 2017 budget. 

City Council November 8, 2016 
City Council adopt the Skateboard Strategy - Appendix A to the report (October 5, 2016) from the 
General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation. 

City Council November 7, 2017 
1. City Council adopt the "Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan 2019-2038" as set out in Appendix 
A to the report (October 10, 2017) from the General Manager, Parks, Forestry and Recreation. 

Summary of Recommendations - Parks and Recreation Facilities Master Plan 2019 - 2038 

FACILITY PROVISION STRATEGY 
Skateboard Parks 
39. Evaluate options for skatepark renewal and replacement. 
40. Consider the development of indoor skateparks within repurposed arenas. 
41. Provide four (4) additional community-level skateparks, one in each district. 
42. Develop up to 18 skate spots within smaller gap and growth areas across the city. The planning of 

these features should consider the site selection criteria identified in the City’s Skatepark Strategy, 
public input and park redevelopment opportunities. 




