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Beyond COVID-19: 
Circulating Respiratory Viruses 

• Toronto Public Health is getting ready for influenza season. 

• Circulation of viruses other than COVID-19 is already 

occurring and is expected to continue. 

• Continuation of some public health measures for COVID-19, 

such as masking and physical distancing, may reduce the 

impact from other respiratory viruses. 
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Update on COVID-19 Vaccination 
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Vaccination Uptake (filters do not apply to this) 

l 

.Sha re of T mu111rtto res idlen-t.s. vacdn at:ed 

77.5% initiated vaccination* 
73.8% completed vaccination 

- -

Sha re of I omnto riesi cfents, i12+ vaccinat,edl 

87 .2% initiated vacciination* 
83.0o/o c,ompl1eted vaccination 

l 

Over 80% of Toronto Residents 12+ are Fully 
Vaccinated 
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Data sources: CoVAXON: Vaccine administration, as of October 21, 2021 

5 



    

 

     

   

   

 

   

  

 

    

Evidence on COVID-19 Vaccine 

Vaccine Approval Process 

• Canada has one of the best vaccine safety programs in the world. 

Vaccines for Ages 12-17 

• In addition to protecting children and youth aged 12-17 from COVID-19, vaccination for this age group is 

critical to prevent transmission of the virus to others (e.g., family members, such as grandparents). 

Health Conditions and the COVID-19 Vaccine 

• Individuals with health conditions, including allergies, can get vaccinated. 

Myocarditis and Pericarditis 

• Some people who have had a COVID-19 infection have also experienced myocarditis. 

• Rates of myocarditis and pericarditis in Ontario remain rare following vaccination. Individuals tend to 

respond well to rest and treatment, and symptoms improve quickly. 

• Pfizer is the preferred vaccine for eligible recipients under 24 years old. 
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Vaccine Planning 

COVID-19 Vaccination Planning Group: Children 5-11 

• Toronto Public Health is collaborating with health sector partners to plan for vaccination of children 

between ages 5 to 11, upon Health Canada approval and Ontario Ministry of Health receipt of vaccine. 

• Planning includes health partners, school boards, community representatives and the Ministry of Health. 

• Vaccination strategy will be informed by a needs-based approach. 

Third Dose Administration 

• Ontario Ministry of Health determines which individuals are eligible for a third dose of COVID-19 vaccine 

and when. 

• Toronto Public Health is delivering COVID-19 vaccine to these eligible populations, and any future 

populations based on Ministry direction. 

Last Mile Vaccination 

• Efforts continue to promote COVID-19 vaccination for those who are unvaccinated in the City. 
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COVID-19 Policy Updates 
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Provincial 

September 29: Recommends Pfizer use for men aged 18-24

October 5: Targeted rapid antigen screening for schools

October 22: Launch of app to allow digital verification of an individual’s vaccination status

COVID-19 Updates 

Provincial 

September 29: Recommends Pfizer for individuals aged 18-24 

October 5: Targeted rapid antigen screening for schools 

October 7: Additional guidance from the Province on populations eligible for a third dose 

October 15: Launch of app to allow digital verification of an individual’s vaccination status 

October 22: Ontario Releases Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario and Manage COVID-19 for the Long-Term 

Municipal 

October 5: Letter of Instruction for proof of vaccination requirements as of November 1 for participants in indoor 
sports and fitness activities aged 12 and up 
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Plan1 to Safely Reopen Ontario and Mana,ge COVID-19 for the Long Term 

September 22. 2021 

• Begin to require pm of ,of 
vaccination in h igher-risk 
indoor setting;; 

September 25, 2021 

• Begin ,eas ing ,capacity limits in 
certain settings 

October 9, 2021 

• lift capacity limits in certain 
settings wh ere p roof of 
vaccina tion is require d 

October 22. 2021 

• Enhanced vaccine certificate 
with official QR code an d 
Ve,rifyOntario app launcned 

October 25. 2021 

Lift cap a cl ty llmlts where proof of 
vaccin ation, Is req uired In: 

• restau rants and ba,rs 

• ,sports, recrea tional fioness 
fac ilit ies (such as, gyms}. 
physi ca I fi t ness t ra ining 
and waterparlks 

• ,casinos, bingo na11s, and o tner 
ga ming establi~h ments 

• meeting and event 'Spaces 
(indoor) 

P'ermit ,certain settings to lift 
capacity li mits if they require 
p roof of vaccina tion, indu ding, 
b ut not limited to: 

·• museums, galle ries, etc. 

·• religious services, ri tes, 
or ceremonies 

• tour and guide services 

·• pe rsonal care services, Including 
barber snops, salons,. body art 

March 28. 2022 (and onwards) 

• All remaining public nealth a nd 
workplace safety measu res in 
businesses a nd organizations lifted, 
incl uding masking 

• Revoke public hea ltn Emergency Orders 
under the Reop.ening Ontario Act 

• Reco mme ndations on where maslcing 
could be maintained (sutn as transit) 

2 22 

November 15, 2021 In the absence of concerning tr,ends, begin to lift vaccine certifica te requirements, starting with the lowest ri~ settings, as follows: 

Lift capacity limits in o tne r h ign-ris k 
settiings wnere proof of vaccina tion 
is required: 

• food or drink establishments with 
dan ce facilit ies such as, nignt d ubs, 
wedding receptions in meetJing/event 
spaces where the re is dan cing 

• ,strip clubs 

• batnnouses an d sex d ubs 

January 17. 2022 

·• restaurants an d ba·rs 

·• sports and recreational 
fitness fac ilit ies (sutn as, 
gyms) and wate rparks 

• casinos, bingo ha ll s, etc 

February 7. 2022 

• nignt d ubs 

• strip dubs 

• bat nhouses and sex clubs 

March 28. 2022 

• meeting a nd event spaces 

• sporting events 

• concerts, thea tres a nd ,cinemas 

• racing venues 

·• c,ommercia l an d fi lm productions 
witlh srud1o a ud'lenoes 

Also begjn m lift CMOH d'lrectives and capacity limits in settings where proof of vaccination is not required. 

Provincial Plan to Safely Reopen Ontario and 
Manage COVID-19 for the Long-Term 
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PCR TEST AT AN 
ASSESSMENT CENTRE 

Book an appointment for your child before 
going. Go if your child has a COVID-19 

symptom or was a dose contact of 
someone who has COVID~ 19. 

RAPID ANTIGEN 

Not recommended if you have COVID~19 
symptoms or are a close contact of someone 
who has COVID-19. If you have a positive rapid 

antigen test, self~isolate & get a PCR test 
to confirm the result. 

COVID-19 Updates: Use of Rapid Antigen 
Testing in Schools 

• Focus in Toronto is on take-home PCR testing. 

• TPH continues to work with Province on the best use for rapid antigen testing in Toronto 
schools. 
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Impacts of Paused Work due to COVID-19 

Toronto Public Health has redirected significant resources to COVID-19 response. A small 

number of staff continue to carry out essential functions. 

This has had impacts on work to address: 

• Chronic disease and injury prevention 

• Prevention and control of infectious and communicable diseases other than COVID-19 

• School health 

• Healthy growth and development 

• Healthy environments, including food and water safety 

• Oral health 

• Population Health Assessments 
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Thank you 
Toronto Public Health Dr. Eileen de Villa 
City of Toronto Medical Officer of Health 

277 Victoria Street 
5th Floor 
Toronto, ON M5B 1W2 

toronto.ca/COVID19 


