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COVID-19 Impacts and Responses
 

The CurbTO, ActiveTO and CaféTO programs have been implemented under the direction of 
the Mayor and Council based on consultation and recommendations from the Medical Officer of 
Health to address specific issues related to COVID-19. 

CurbTO ActiveTO CaféTO 
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COVID-19 Impacts and Responses
 

YongeTOmorrow continues to evaluate the Design Concepts by considering the needs of 
people using the street today and many years from now in a post-pandemic future. 
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yongeTOmorrow Objectives
 

The recommended Design Concept would support short term recovery needs by: 

•	 Providing more space for people walking and cycling 

•	 Providing more space for outdoor cafés, vending, and on-street retail 

•	 Improving equity and experience for those who walk, cycle, and take transit 

•	 Providing public space for residents in the core with less access to parks and private 

outdoor spaces 
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 Study Area
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 Study Drivers
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 State of Good Repair
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Mode Shift
 
Trips in Toronto
 

More people are choosing to 
walk, cycle, and take transit 
(change 1996-2006) 

Trips to/from Toronto 
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Mode Share
 

50-75% of people using Yonge Street are pedestrians
 

(8-hour intersection counts) 
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Growth
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City Policy
 

The City’s Official Plan identifies Yonge Street as a Cultural Corridor and a Priority 
Retail Street that should be improved for walking, transit use, cycling, and social 
gathering, with space for seating, cafés, and greening. 
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Safety
 

yongeTOmorrow supports the Vision Zero Road Safety Action Plan to prioritize the 
safety of vulnerable road users by: 

Adding: 
•	 Protected space for 

walking and cycling 

Reducing: 
•	 Number of driving 

lanes 
•	 Driving speeds 
•	 Car and truck volumes 
•	 Corner radii 
•	 Crossing distances 
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Equity
 

There is a need to provide better transportation choices and experiences for all who 
walk, roll, cycle, and take transit and provide more public space for downtown 
residents. 
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 Study Process
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How Did We Get Here?
 

Public Event #1 (May 2019) 
15 possible Street Design 
Options and a set of evaluation 
criteria were developed 

16 



 
 

 

How Did We Get Here?
 

Report to Infrastructure and Environment Committee (October 2019) 
Evaluation identified a Short List of three Street Design Options: 

Short List of Street Design Options 
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How Did We Get Here?
 

Public Event #2 (November 2019) 
Four Alternative Solutions were developed by applying one of the three Street 
Design Options to each block of Yonge Street. 

Short List of Alternatives 
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What We Heard
 

Public Event #2 (November 2019)
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What We Heard
 

Public Event #2 (November 2019)
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What We Learned from the Traffic Model
 

The longest delays 

in Alternative 4
 
were about 
seconds
 

90 
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Confirming the Preferred Alternative
 

Alternative 4: 

Most improvement to street experience while limiting 
traffic impacts 
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Getting to the Recommended Design Concept
 

Public Event #3 (September 2020) 
Alternative 4 was then developed into 
three Design Concepts. 
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Round 3 – The Design Concepts
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 Summary of Design Concepts
 

Public Event #3 (September 2020) 
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

26 



     

4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

College Street to Gerrard Street – Two-Way Driving Access with Cycle Tracks
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

College Street to Gerrard Street 
Two-Way Driving Access 
with Cycle Tracks 
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Gerrard Street to Walton Street – One-Way Driving Access
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Gerrard Street to Walton Street – One-Way Driving Access
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Walton Street to Elm Street – Pedestrian Priority
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Walton Street to Elm Street – Pedestrian Priority
 

32 



   

4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Elm Street to Edward Street – One-Way Driving Access Southbound
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Elm Street to Edward Street – One-Way Driving Access Southbound
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Edward Street to Dundas Square – Pedestrian Priority
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Edward Street to Dundas Square 
Pedestrian Priority 
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Dundas Square to Shuter Street – One-Way Driving Access Northbound
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Dundas Square to Shuter Street 
One-Way Driving Access Northbound 
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4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Shuter Street to Queen Street – Two-way driving access
 

39 



   
 

4C – Recommended Design Concept
 

Shuter Street to Queen Street 
Two-way driving access 
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Developing Design Details
 

Managing Driving Access 
Automated gates are recommended to limit vehicle 
access to pedestrian priority zones during the day. 

Example of automated gate, 
Den Haag, Netherlands 
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Developing Design Details
 

Lighting 
It is recommended that the lighting on Yonge Street be simplified 
by combining pedestrian and vehicular lights on the same pole. 

Front Street East, Toronto, Ontario 
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Developing Design Details
 

Curbs and Tactile Indicators 
Mountable curbs are recommended to elevate pedestrian only sidewalks from the 
pedestrian priority, two-way driving access, and one-way driving access areas that would 
also be used by buses overnight. 

Carden Street, Guelph, Ontario 
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 Developing Design Details
 

Contrasting Colours and 
Textures 

Dark Colour Tumbled Pavers 
Roadway 

Pedestrian Clearway 

Tactile Warning Strip 

Mountable Curb 

Light Colour Smooth Pavers 

Dark Colour Rough Face 
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Developing Design Details
 

Contrasting Colours and 
Textures 

Dark Colour Tumbled Pavers 
Roadway 

Rough Face 
Tactile Warning Strip 

Light Colour Smooth Pavers 
Pedestrian Clearway 

Carden Street, Guelph, Ontario 
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Developing Design Details
 

Cycling & Transit 

Dark Colour Rough 
Face Tactile Warning 
Strip 

Transit Stop yellow 
tactile indicator 

Raised barrier curb 
at transit stop 
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Evaluation & Impacts
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Cycling
 

Design Concept 4c recommends a 
separated cycling facility on Yonge Street 
from College Street to Gerrard Street and 
on University Avenue from College Street 
to Adelaide Street. 

Recommended Cycling Facility 
Existing Bike Lane / Cycle Track 

Existing Sharrows 
Existing Temporary Cycle Track to be evaluated as 

part of ActiveTO in 2021 
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Driving
 

North-South driving times between College 
Street and Queen Street during afternoon rush 
hour 
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Driving
 

East – West driving times between University 
Avenue and Jarvis Street during afternoon 
rush hour 
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Transit
 
North-South bus travel times between College 
Street and Queen Street during afternoon rush 
hour 
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Transit
 
East-West streetcar travel times between 
University Avenue and Jarvis Street during 
afternoon rush hour 
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 Why 4C is the Recommended Design Concept
 

Evaluation Criteria 4a – Most Pedestrian 
Priority 

4b – Pedestrian 
Priority with Two-Way 
Driving Access 

4c – Pedestrian Priority 
with One-Way Driving 
Access & Cycle Tracks 

• Pedestrian Movement 
• Pedestrian Experience 
• Retail & Tourism 
• Greening 
• Street Flexibility 
• Special Events 
• Public Safety 
• Health & Wellbeing 

Best Good Better 

• Cycling Better Good Best 

• Driving 
• Transit 
• Curbside Activity 

Good Best Better 

• Cost Effectiveness Better Best Best 
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MTDRONTO 

Utilities 

This diagram shows the typical layout of existing utilities in relation to the 
Recommended Design Concept. 
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Construction
 

After the project and funding are approved, an engineering team would be hired to 
develop the preferred concept into detailed plans for tender and construction. 
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Next Steps
 

After Public Event #3, the following activities will be carried out: 
• Review and report on feedback 
• Report to Infrastructure and Environment Committee December 2020 

Gather 
Feedback 

Completion of 
Study 

Future 
Implementation 
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and Environment 
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September 
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Recommend
 
Design 


Concept
 

January 
2020 
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Design 


Concept
 

30 Day 
Public 
Review 

Submit to 
Ministry of the 
Environment 
Conservation 

and Parks 

Funding
 
Approval
 

Detailed 

Design,
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Construction
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