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City Council Authorization for City to Accept Grants on Behalf of 
Toronto Atmospheric Foundation - by Councillor Mike Layton, 
seconded by Councillor Shelley Carroll

* Notice of this Motion has been given.
* This Motion is subject to referral to the Executive Committee. A two-thirds vote is required 
to waive referral.

Recommendations
Councillor Mike Layton, seconded by Councillor Shelley Carroll, recommends that:

1.  City Council authorize the City Manager or designate to negotiate and enter into an 
agreement with the Trottier Family Foundation for a $150,000 grant to the Toronto 
Atmospheric Fund for a building retrofit program with activities in the Greater Toronto and 
Hamilton Area and in Montreal, Quebec, on terms and conditions acceptable to the Controller 
and in a form satisfactory to the City Solicitor.

2. City Council authorize the Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer to receive the $150,000 
from the Trottier Family Foundation and transfer the funds to the Toronto Atmospheric Fund, 
in accordance with the Toronto Atmospheric Fund Act, 2005.

3. City Council authorize, until the end of the current term of City Council:

a. the City Manager or designate, in consultation with the Chief Financial Officer and 
Treasurer, to negotiate and enter into agreements with foundations or other grantmaking 
institutions for other grants to the Toronto Atmospheric Fund that align with its mandate 
and on terms and conditions acceptable to the Controller and in a form satisfactory to the 
City Solicitor; and

b. the Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer to receive such grants and transfer the funds to 
the Toronto Atmospheric Fund in accordance with the Toronto Atmospheric Fund Act, 
2005.

Summary
This Motion seeks Council authorization for the City to receive a $150,000 grant from the 
Trottier Family Foundation on behalf of the Toronto Atmospheric Fund. The grant is composed 
of $100,000 for Toronto Atmospheric Fund to deliver a building retrofit program in the Greater 



Toronto and Hamilton Area and $50,000 for Toronto Atmospheric Fund to provide advisory 
services to the Greater Montreal Climate Fund. Greater Montreal Climate Fund is a partner 
with Toronto Atmospheric Fund in its Low Carbon Cities Canada initiative that launched in 
2020 including funding to Toronto Atmospheric Fund from the Federal Government under an 
agreement approved by City Council.

City staff confirm that the City can receive grants from charitable foundations and transfer 
them directly to Toronto Atmospheric Fund. Toronto Atmospheric Fund cannot receive 
charitable grants directly because Toronto Atmospheric Fund is a non-share capital corporation 
and therefore not a qualified donee. Under the Income Tax Act, the City is a qualified donee, as 
a registered Canadian municipality.  The City has previously accepted grants on Toronto 
Atmospheric Fund's behalf to fund projects that align with Toronto Atmospheric Fund's 
mandate to advance solutions to climate change.

This matter is time-sensitive and being presented as a Member Motion to avoid unnecessary 
delays in receiving the $150,000 grant from the Trottier Family Foundation.

Toronto Atmospheric Fund anticipates applying for and receiving additional grants from 
charitable organizations for its programs.  As an interim measure until the end of the current 
Council term, this Motion also seeks City Council authorization to allow appropriate City 
officials to enter into agreements for future grants and to receive and transfer funds to Toronto 
Atmospheric Fund, following review by the City.  Beyond the term of this City Council, City 
staff advise that they and Toronto Atmospheric Fund are reviewing and updating the Toronto 
Atmospheric Fund governance framework, which will be the subject of future Council 
reporting, and may identify and recommend methods to simplify the receipt and transfer of 
charitable grants in the future.

Toronto Atmospheric Fund and staff in the City Manager's Office, the Office of the Controller, 
the Chief Financial Officer and Treasurer and Legal Services have been consulted on this 
Motion and recommendations. Recognition of these funds will be included in Toronto 
Atmospheric Fund's financial reporting to the City.
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